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Photograph courtesy of Brian Bothner 1/1/2023

        Anna Ruby Falls in the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National Forest near Helen,
Georgia. These “Twin” falls are formed by
waters of the Curtis Creek plunging 153
feet and waters of the York creek plunging
53 feet eroding steep drops into the
underlying Pre-Cambrian granite gneiss
and schist formed during the Grenville
orogeny (1.3 to 0.98 billion years ago) and
uplifted during the late Carboniferous to
early Permian Alleghenian orogeny (325 to
260 million years ago).

 The Tray Mountains rise to an elevation
4,422 feet and provide the headwaters for
both streams which converge at the base
of the falls to form Smith Creek flowing
through the forested valley into the
Chattahoochee River.

On the Cover
Anna Ruby Falls

Resources: Referenced and Compiled by Grokipedia. Anna Ruby Falls - New Georgia Encyclopedia
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/waterfalls/m-2781/ ; pubs.usgs.gov:
Southernmost Part of the Appalachian Orogen Resources: ; pubs.usgs.gov: Exploration for mineral deposits in White
County, Georgia https://pubs.usgs.gov/unnumbered/70210549/report.pdf  
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https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/waterfalls/m-2781/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/waterfalls/m-2781/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1475/report.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1475/report.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/unnumbered/70210549/report.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/unnumbered/70210549/report.pdf


Dear NOGS Members,

Happy November! As we approach the holiday season and the end of another year, I want to take a moment to thank
our members, volunteers, and Board of Directors for their continued support of the New Orleans Geological Society.
It has been a busy and productive year, and I am grateful for the dedication and enthusiasm that keep our
organization moving forward.

I would like to thank Dr. Vann Smith for his presentation in October on the applications of palynology. We appreciate
his willingness to share his knowledge and expertise with our membership. Our monthly technical meetings continue
to provide an excellent opportunity to learn about different aspects of the geosciences and connect with colleagues
throughout our industry.

I am pleased to announce that our next NOGS luncheon will be held on Wednesday, November 18, 2026, at Drago’s
in Metairie. Our featured speaker will be Crystal Luna, presenting “Petrologic and Geochemical Insights into the
Generation and Development of Oceanic Crust.” Crystal's presentation will explore the processes responsible for the
formation and development of oceanic crust through the study of gabbroic rocks sampled from Pito Deep. By
examining petrographic textures, geochemistry, and accessory minerals, her research provides insight into the
complex relationship between crystallization, magmatic activity, and metamorphic processes occurring at mid-ocean
ridges. This promises to be an interesting technical presentation and another great opportunity for our members to
expand their geological knowledge. Our November luncheon networking will begin at 11:30 a.m., followed by the
program and lunch at noon. Looking forward to seeing everyone there.

As we begin looking toward 2027, planning is also underway for another exciting year of NOGS activities, including
our monthly technical meetings and the 2027 Deepwater Technical Symposium. We are looking forward to
assembling the symposium committee and building upon the success of this year's event. The continued involvement
of our members, sponsors, and volunteers is essential to making these programs successful, and I encourage anyone
interested in becoming more involved to reach out. We can use more volunteers and fresh ideas too.
One of the greatest strengths of NOGS has always been the relationships and friendships developed through our
shared interest in geology and the energy industry. Whether you have been involved for decades or have recently
joined, your participation helps keep our Society strong and ensures that we continue providing valuable
opportunities for education, professional development, and networking. If you have ideas to share, please let us
know.

As Thanksgiving approaches, I want to express my appreciation for everyone who contributes their time and energy
to NOGS. I hope you and your families enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday, and I look forward to seeing many of
you at our November luncheon.

Sincerely,
Charles Miller III
President, New Orleans Geological Society

A MESSAGE FROM
THE 2026/2027
NOGS PRESIDENT

C H A R L E S  M I L L E R

Charlie



Presented by:
Dr. Vann Smith
Ellington Geological Services

MEETING
OCTOBER
Applications of palynology in

the oil industry and beyond
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Petrologic and
Geochemical Insights
into the Generation
and Development of

Oceanic Crust

By observing the petrographic textures and geochemistry of insitu gabbroic rocks
sampled from Pito Deep, we can gain insight into processes that facilitate crustal

accretion at mid-ocean ridges. Principal crystallization processes proposed for crustal
accretion are: (1) fractional crystallization; (2) mush-influenced reactive processes

(e.g., reactive porous flow or Melting-Assimilation-Storage-Hybridization).
Furthermore, the conventually less explored accessory minerals offer insight into the
development of oceanic crust. Our preliminary data suggests a complex interplay of

igneous and metamorphic processes.

Wednesday,
November 18, 2026

Drago’s Metairie

Crystal Luna

REGISTER HERE:  

Wednesday, November 18, 2026
Drago’s Metairie

11:30 am Networking
12:00 noon Program & Lunch

NOGS Members: $30
Guest: $40

Virtual Option Available

https://www.nogs.org/event-6862544
https://www.nogs.org/event-6862544
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Promote Your
Business or Service

S P O N S O R  B E N E F I T S  I N C L U D E

Your Logo Featured on all
meeting announcements
via email and the NOGS

website.

Display Table at the
luncheon to showcase your

company, products, or
services.

3-Minute Presentation to
introduce your business to
all attendees.  Two Event

Tickets for you and a guest.

www.nogs.org

Why Sponsor?
Logo recognition on all meeting promotional emails and marketing materials
Three minute presentation to highlight your company, product, or service
before the program begins
Opportunity to introduce the guest speaker at the meeting
Direct exposure to NOGS members, industry professionals, and decision-
makers in the Gulf Coast energy community

Reserve Your Spot Today - $300! 

Limited opportunities — first come, first served

admin@nogs.org
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NOGS is seeking speaker and topic ideas for
upcoming meetings. Know someone with valuable
industry insights or have a topic you’d like to see
covered? Send us your recommendations—we’re
building a strong lineup and welcome your input.

Email us with your suggestions:  admin@nogs.org



2026/2027 Board of Directors

David Culpepper, PG
President Elect

Charles Miller, III
President

Eric Fischer
Editor

Kaare Egedahl
Treasurer

TJ Hebert
Secretary

Chase Cromwell
Director A

Akinbobola Akintomide
Director B

Anna Strimas
Director C
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Calling All

Authors!!

The NOGS LOG invites short articles from industry
professionals, academics, and graduate
students on topics related to Gulf Coast geology,
energy resources, and related disciplines.
Submissions may include technical summaries,
case studies, research highlights, or industry
perspectives.

If you are interested in contributing or have a
topic idea, please contact the Editor or email
admin@nogs.org.
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N E W  W E L L  P E R M I T S  O F F S H O R E  G U L F  O F  A M E R I C A
S H E L F  A N D  D E E P W A T E R  A C T I V I T I E S  

M A P  B Y  B R I A N  B O T H N E R

Drill Bits
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North America Rig Count Report as of October 23, 2026

North America: 623, change from previous report +19

State/Province Protraction Area Rig Count
Value

Change from Previous
Month

LOUISIANA East Cameron 0 0

LOUISIANA Green Canyon 3 1

LOUISIANA Keathley Canyon 1 0

LOUISIANA Mississippi Canyon 6 4

TEXAS Alaminos Canyon 1 1

Gulf of America Total: 11 6

State Rig
Count

Change from
Previous Month

State Rig
Count

Change from
Previous Month

ALASKA 12 0 NEW MEXICO 100 3

ARKANSAS 0 0
NORTH

DAKOTA
31 -1

CALIFORNIA 6 0 OHIO 9 0

COLORADO 13 0 OKLAHOMA 55 4

LOUISIANA 32 1 OREGON 2 1

MICHIGAN 1 0 PENNSYLVANIA 15 0

MISSISSIPPI 0 0 TEXAS 283 0

MONTANA 4 0 UTAH 19 5

NEBRASKA 0 -2 WEST VIRGINIA 9 0

NEVADA 4 1 WYOMING 17 1

O F F S H O R E  G U L F  O F  A M E R I C A  S H E L F  A N D
D E E P W A T E R  A C T I V I T I E S

B Y  B R I A N  B O T H N E R

Drill Bits

11



Recent Energy Headlines

October 2026 Recap

12

10/26/2026 - EIA Edges 2026 USA Oil Output Forecast Closer to 14MM Bpd - The EIA raised its
forecast for U.S. crude oil production in 2026 to an average of 13.87 million barrels per day, up from
its September estimate of 13.83 million barrels per day. Its October outlook projects 14.30 million
barrels per day for 2027. The federal Gulf of America is expected to provide about 2.03 million
barrels per day in 2026. Read Full Article 
 
10/26/2026 - 1947 Oil & Gas boosts production in Gulf of America, as planned - 1947 Oil & Gas
brought Eugene Island 331 back into production after repairs to a downstream condensate facility,
with output restarting near 1,200 barrels of oil equivalent per day gross. Workovers also increased
production at Ship Shoal 198. The company reported winning West Delta 133 and South Timbalier
314 leases, adding approximately 10,000 gross acres. Read Full Article 
 
10/26/2026 - Chevron prepares to offload older US gulf oil and gas fields - Chevron is exploring the
potential sale of mature Gulf of America producing assets as it concentrates investment on newer,
higher-growth developments. The marketing process includes Petronius, Tubular Bells and Llano.
The company said any sale remains uncertain. Sources cited in the report estimated that
transactions could raise approximately $1 billion, with interest possible from other offshore
operators. Read Full Article 
 
10/8/2026 - MMA Proposes Fourth Gulf of America Lease Sale Under the Working Families Tax Cut
Act - The Marine Minerals Administration proposed Big Beautiful Gulf 4, its fourth Gulf of America
offshore lease sale under the Working Families Tax Cut Act. The proposed offering encompasses
about 15,104 unleased blocks and 80.4 million acres. Proposed terms include a 12.5% royalty rate. A
60-day state and local government comment period precedes a final sale notice and a planned
March 2027 bid opening. Read Full Article 
 
10/6/2026 - USA Continues Strategic Petroleum Reserve Release - The Department of Energy
requested proposals for an exchange of as many as 40 million barrels of oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve, extending previously announced emergency supply actions. The solicitation
forms part of a larger 172-million-barrel U.S. release coordinated with an International Energy
Agency response. The department said exchange participants must later return borrowed oil plus
additional barrels. Read Full Article 
 

https://www.rigzone.com/news/eia_edges_2026_usa_oil_output_forecast_closer_to_14mm_bpd-26-oct-2026-184929-article/
https://www.voxmarkets.com/articles/1947-oil-gas-boosts-production-in-gulf-of-america-as-planned-8bce195
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/offshore/drilling-production/chevron-prepares-to-offload-older-us-gulf-oil-and-gas-fields
https://www.boem.gov/newsroom/press-releases/mma-proposes-fourth-gulf-america-lease-sale-under-working-families-tax-cut
https://www.rigzone.com/news/usa_continues_strategic_petroleum_reserve_release-5-oct-2026-184770-article/


Recent Energy Headlines

October 2026 Recap Cont.
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9/27/2026 - Trump administration proposes $5 billion to kickstart investment fund to rebuild
Gulf energy sites, WSJ reports - Reuters reported that the administration had proposed a $5
billion investment in a fund to help Middle Eastern countries rebuild energy infrastructure damaged
during the Iran war, citing a Wall Street Journal report. The proposed fund was also described as a
way to reduce dependence on the Strait of Hormuz for oil and gas shipments. Reuters said it could
not independently verify the account. This story concerns the Middle East, not U.S. federal offshore
waters. Read Full Article 
 
9/25/2026 - Shell completes sale of interest in Gulf of America platform - Shell finalized a sale of
its 50% non-operated interest in Na Kika and related fields, together with its Coulomb tieback
interest, to buyers associated with Talos Energy and Ridgewood Energy. Shell reported
approximately $840 million in cash proceeds at closing, reflecting adjustments since the July 2025
effective date. The sale is part of its ongoing upstream portfolio optimization. Read Full Article 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/trump-administration-proposes-5-billion-kickstart-investment-fund-rebuild-gulf-2026-09-21/
https://www.shell.com/news-and-insights/newsroom/news-and-media-releases/2026/shell-completes-sale-of-interest-in-gulf-of-america-platform.html


 
Areas: Gulf of Mexico, Onshore, Offshore, Mexico, and Caribbean
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cretaceous and Jurassic Plays, onshore and offshore
Frio, Vicksburg, Wilcox, Yegua, Miocene, and Pleistocene Trends
Geology and Geophysics, Field Studies, Case Studies, Look-Backs
Source Rocks, Basin History, Geochemistry
Structural Geology, Gulf Opening, Salt Tectonics 
Seismic Technology, Modeling, Inversion, Direct Detection
Data Analytics, Virtual Reality, Computer Applications
Remote Sensing Technology, Gravity Magnetics 
Environmental Studies, Near Surface Mapping, Remediation
Gulf Coast Carbon Capture and Sequestration, Minerals, Geothermal
Resource Assessment and Energy Economics of the GOM

 

CALL FOR PAPERS

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 1, 2026
 Submit abstract via a Google Form at:

https://forms.gle/KQbeDpXsX6v1FU4g9 or https://geogulf.org
Longer submissions (full papersorextendedabstracts) afterabstractacceptancearewelcome.

Contact Program Chairs, Ted Godo(geodogexploration@gmail.com) and
James Willis (jjwillis11@hotmail.com) for more information.
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CALL FOR
SPEAKERS!

Have a great topic that you
would like to present to NOGS

Members at a Monthly
Meeting?

Submit your topic and
presentation for our Program

Committee to review

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT
16
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NOGS.org has a 
Member Directory available

online!

Log in TODAY and UPDATE your
profile with your current

information and even add your
PHOTO!

This is a great Member's Only Tool and a great
networking and resource option for you!
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4 Autumn Lane, Mandeville LA  
(985) 264-3700

arthur_shalimar@yahoo.com

VISIT NOGS

WWW.NOGS.ORG
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Brian Bothner

Robert Meltz

William Whiting

Robert Burnett

Mark Wojna

In memory of Case Petersen 

Mark Sunwall

In Memory of Louis F. Goss, 

Sidney J. Waguespack, Jr. and 

Shelby W. Smith.

Founded March 14, 1978, the mission of the New Orleans
Geological Society Memorial Foundation is to promote

earth-science related educational or scientific purpose by
granting of scholarships to outstanding Geology students

at the universities in Southeast Louisiana offering a
degree in Geology.   Donations given in memory of  Bill

Craig Memorial provide for any earth science related
educational or scientific purpose that is a direct benefit to

grades K-12 teacher or teachers within the Greater New
Orleans Area.  This area encompasses New Orleans,

Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard and St. Tammany
Parishes.

Gibbet Hill Foundation - In Memory of Steve & Marion

Millendorf, William J. Prutzman, Roger G. Vincent, Ron

Youngblood, Uno Numella and Dr. Robert T. Sellars, Jr.

T H E  M E M O R I A L
F O U N D A T I O N  I S

A N  I R S  T A X
E X E M P T  C O D E

# 5 0 1 ( C ) ( 3 )
O R G A N I Z A T I O N .   
T H E  F E D E R A L  I D

I S  7 2 - 1 2 2 0 9 9 9 .   
P L E A S E

C O N S I D E R
M A K I N G  A

D O N A T I O N  T O
T H E  F O U N D A T I O N .   
Y O U R  I N D I V I D U A L
S U P P O R T  I N  A N Y

A M O U N T  W I L L
H E L P  M E E T  T H E
I R S  G U I D E L I N E S

F O R  O U R
F O U N D A T I O N .   

T H A N K S !

Edward B. Picou

in memory of M.R. "Bob" Douglass

Tom C. Bergeon

in memory of Art Johnson

Frances A. Wiseman

in memory of Steve Widdicombe, Bill  Ward

Hilary James Brook

Bill Haworth

Candace V. Strahan

in memory of James R. Strahan

Teresa O’Neill

In memory of Brian J. O’Neill

Thank you!TO OUR
DONORS
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To purchase
these publications,
Click here for the

NOGS Store!

Help
Support
NOGS!
Spread the word
about these
available resources 
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Help Support
NOGS!

Spread the word about
these available resources 
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https://store.beg.utexas.edu/publicatio
ns/new-orleans-geological-society

https://store.beg.utexas.edu/publications/new-orleans-geological-society
https://store.beg.utexas.edu/publications/new-orleans-geological-society
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