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 Investing in the Future of Geoscience

This month’s cover highlights an exceptional group
of students supported by the NOGS Memorial
Foundation, representing Louisiana State
University, University of New Orleans, and Tulane
University. These scholarship recipients reflect the
very best of the next generation of geoscience
professionals, demonstrating academic excellence, 
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On the Cover

and  strong commitment to tackling the environmental challenges shaping our
region and beyond.

Their areas of study span coastal restoration, climate research, geophysics,
paleoceanography, and environmental stewardship. Collectively, their work
underscores the critical role geoscience plays in understanding and protecting the
Gulf Coast and our broader global environment.

In 2026, the NOGS Memorial Foundation made a significant investment in this future
by increasing its scholarship support to $21,000 per university, expanding both the
number of awards and the impact on students pursuing careers in the earth
sciences.

This progress would not be possible without the generosity of our donors. Their
continued support over the years has allowed the Foundation to grow, adapt, and
provide meaningful opportunities for students who are passionate about this field.
Quite simply, these scholarships exist because of a community that believes in
investing in people.

We also extend our sincere appreciation to the faculty and departments at
Louisiana State University, the University of New Orleans, and Tulane University for
their partnership in identifying and supporting these outstanding students.
If you would like to help us continue this important work, we encourage you to
consider making a contribution to the NOGS Memorial Foundation. Every gift
directly supports the next generation of geoscientists.

Donate here

https://nogs.org/NOGS-Memorial-Foundation


Hello friends,

        At the last NOGS meeting, our tables were overflowing with students from
LSU, Tulane and UNO to recieve their scholarships from NOGS.  A special thank
you to Jared Bullock for presenting these awards on behalf of the NOGS
Memorial Foundation Board of Trustees. Investing in the future of our industry is
critical to ensure talented people continue to move geosciences into the future.

       In the meantime, early bird registration is now open for The 29  Annual
Deepwater Technical Symposium to be held August 25  and 26 , 2026 at the
Hilton Riverside, New Orleans LA. NOGS will again offer pre-symposium training
courses and a registration fee discount to members. Now is the time to take
advantage of early bird registration. When course offerings are confirmed,
descriptions and registration information will be posted on the NOGS website.
Call for abstracts is open until July 14, 2026. Please visit the Deepwater
Technical Symposium website for additional information
(https://www.deepwaternola.org/).
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From the Editor

Eric Fischer

 
       We continue to encourage professionals, academics, and
graduate students to grow your network and share your
research. Become an active NOGS Member, consider writing
a short article in the NOGS Log or, better yet, provide a short
lunchtime presentation at a monthly meeting. Volunteer to
work NOGS events. Please consider offering your services as
a Board Member. 

There will be no meeting this May, but we look forward to
seeing everyone at the event in Mandeville at Loft18 in June.  
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Eric Fischer
Editor Elect

https://www.deepwaternola.org/
https://www.deepwaternola.org/


Dear NOGS Members and Friends,

      Summer is sneaking in like it owns the place—turning up the thermostat, stretching out the days,
and convincing everyone that suddenly this is the year we become “outdoorsy.” Flip-flops reappear,
iced drinks become a personality trait, and the sun starts clocking overtime. It’s the season of
ambitious plans (beach bodies, road trips, waking up early) that somehow melt into naps, snacks,
and saying “it’s too hot and humid” at least five times a day.

I want to wish everyone a very safe and fun summer!! NOGS will be taking a break from our monthly
luncheons during the summer. We will resume in August, with Chris McLindon scheduled as our
featured speaker.

The Big Beautiful Gulf 2 (BBG2) Oil and Gas Lease Sale saw an 84% decrease in bids compared to the
previous BBG1 Lease Sale. This reduction was most likely due to the narrow window between the
two sales. During BBG2, approximately 141,000 acres were leased, with bidding focused on high-
quality deepwater targets. These deepwater tracts saw an average increase of 7.4% in value
compared to BBG1, reaching approximately $334 more per acre. 

The next lease sale, scheduled for August 12, 2026, is called The Big Beautiful Gulf 3 (BBG3). It will be
the third of thirty lease sales in the Gulf required under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. This sale is
expected to offer around 15,066 unleased blocks, covering approximately 80.4 million acres on the
U.S. Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf.

The Deepwater Technical Symposium will be held August 25–26, 2026, at the Hilton Riverside in
New Orleans. Early registration is now open. This year’s conference is shaping up to be an
outstanding event, featuring valuable training opportunities and a strong lineup of technical
presentations. Vendor and sponsorship opportunities are still available.

I would like to personally thank our members for your continued support of NOGS. Speaking of
support, NOGS is currently seeking volunteers to fill several board positions. I encourage our
members to consider joining the board and helping guide the future of this organization. NOGS can
only continue to thrive when our members step up, get involved, and support this amazing society.

Respectfully,

      

A MESSAGE FROM
THE 2025/2026
NOGS PRESIDENT

B R I A N  D A V I D
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The NOGS Memorial Foundation is proud to recognize this year’s
scholarship recipients, an outstanding group of students

representing Louisiana State University, Tulane University, and the
University of New Orleans. These individuals exemplify academic

excellence, dedication to the geosciences, and a shared
commitment to understanding and addressing the environmental

challenges facing our world, particularly along the Gulf Coast. From
coastal restoration and climate research to geophysics,

paleoceanography, and environmental stewardship, their work
reflects both the diversity and importance of the field. NOGS
Memorial Foundation is honored to support these emerging

professionals as they continue their education and contribute to the
future of geoscience.



$2,500 Junior

Scholarship

Tristan Ilgenfritz

Natali Barnes

Smruti Sardar

Johnathan Smith

2026

Schola
rship

Recipie
nts

$3,500 Senior

Scholarship

Johnathan Smith is a senior at Louisiana State

University majoring in geophysics and computational

mathematics, with a strong interest in geologic hazards

and risk mitigation. A consistent Dean’s List student,

Johnathan discovered his passion for geology through

fieldwork experiences and has since focused on applying

quantitative skills to better understand Earth systems.

He plans to pursue an advanced degree in geophysics

and engage in research that helps anticipate and reduce

the impacts of natural hazards. Outside the classroom,

he has contributed to campus sustainability initiatives

and supported fellow students as a tutor in mathematics.

Tristan Ilgenfritz is a first-generation college student

pursuing a bachelor’s degree in geology with a focus in

palynology at Louisiana State University. After

beginning his career as a licensed hairstylist, he made a

bold transition to follow his long-standing passion for

geoscience. Tristan is currently conducting research

under Dr. Sophie Warny, contributing to the IODP-401

project with work focused on historical fire analysis

using palynological methods, which has already been

published in an international conference abstract. He

plans to continue his education with a master’s degree

and pursue a career in geoarchaeology, combining

fieldwork and research to better understand past

environments.

Natali Barnes is a junior geology student at Louisiana

State University with a strong academic record and a

passion for research, environmental stewardship, and

community engagement. A President’s Honor Roll

recipient, Natali is actively involved in the LSU

Geology Club, coastal restoration efforts through the

Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, and

undergraduate research. Her interests span

environmental geology, natural resource management,

and hazard mitigation, and she is committed to

pursuing a master’s degree and a career that blends

field exploration with scientific research. Natali’s

dedication to both science and service reflects her goal

of making a meaningful impact in the geoscience

community.

Smruti Sardar is a graduate student in geology at

Louisiana State University whose research focuses on

understanding the variability of the South Asian

monsoon and its broader environmental impacts.

Originally from Maharashtra, India, her academic

path has been shaped by firsthand experiences with

climate-related agricultural challenges. Smruti

previously studied at the Indian Institute of Science

Education and Research and worked as both a science

educator and research assistant before pursuing

graduate studies abroad. In addition to her research,

she is actively involved in outreach through the LSU

EnvironMentors program, reflecting her commitment

to science communication and community

engagement. 

$2,500 Junior

Scholarship
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$3,500 Senior

Scholarship



$3,000 Senior

Scholarship

Riley Del Buono

Keyue “Skylie” Sun

Crystal Luna

2026

Schola
rship

Recipie
nts

 Crystal Luna is a graduate geology student at Louisiana

State University whose academic journey reflects

resilience, determination, and a deep commitment to

education and research. A first-generation student, she

supported herself through a nontraditional path to

complete her degree while gaining extensive experience

as a teaching and research assistant. Crystal has

received numerous awards and research grants and has

contributed to scientific conferences and field research,

including participation in an oceanographic expedition.

She aspires to become a professor, leading research

initiatives, mentoring students, and advancing scientific

understanding through both teaching and outreach.

Riley Del Buono is a senior geology student at Louisiana

State University who discovered a passion for geoscience

after taking an introductory course that reshaped her

academic path. Now serving as Events Chair for the LSU

Geology Club, Riley is actively involved in student

engagement and departmental outreach. She works as a

student researcher in Dr. Phil Bart’s lab, contributing to

studies of the cryosphere, and plans to pursue graduate

education with a focus on research and environmental

applications. Riley is particularly interested in careers

that address environmental challenges, including

carbon capture and sustainability initiatives.

Keyue “Skylie” Sun is a graduate student in the

Department of Geology and Geophysics at Louisiana

State University specializing in mineralogical

research. Her work focuses on the geochemistry and

textures of jadeite from Myanmar and Guatemala,

using advanced analytical techniques to improve

provenance determination. With a background in

gemology, Skylie has developed a strong interest in the

intersection of earth science and cultural heritage,

including applications in museum collections and

archaeological materials. She plans to pursue a Ph.D.

and build a career that integrates mineralogical

research with the preservation and study of culturally

significant materials.
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$3,250 Graduate

Scholarship

Aubrey Nicholas is an undergraduate student at the

University of New Orleans majoring in Earth and

Environmental Science with a growing interest in hydrology

and natural systems. Her academic journey has been

shaped by coursework in geology and mineralogy, which

deepened her appreciation for Earth’s processes and their

interconnectedness. Originally from Harvey, Louisiana,

Aubrey is particularly interested in water systems and

environmental conditions impacting her home state. She

plans to pursue a master’s degree to further explore

opportunities in geoscience and environmental research. 

Marley Allen is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of New

Orleans whose research focuses on coastal processes,

belowground biomass, and carbon storage across Louisiana

and global delta systems. Originally from Kentucky, she

holds a background in natural resources, environmental

science, and GIS, and previously completed a master’s

degree studying coastal dune dynamics. Marley has gained

extensive teaching and field experience through roles as a

lecturer, teaching assistant, and environmental intern. She

plans to pursue a career in environmental consulting,

applying her research to real-world challenges in ecosystem

restoration and coastal management. 

Breanna Roberts is a graduate student in coastal science at

the University of New Orleans, where her research focuses

on sediment dynamics, wetland systems, and coastal

restoration. With a strong academic record and hands-on

experience in both field and laboratory settings, she has

contributed to projects involving barrier island restoration

and sediment resource management. Breanna currently

serves as a graduate assistant, supporting undergraduate

instruction and research activities. She is passionate about

applying science to real-world environmental challenges

and plans to continue her career working on restoration

efforts that support the long-term resilience of Louisiana’s

coast.

Layna Hebert is an undergraduate student at the

University of New Orleans majoring in Earth and

Environmental Science with a concentration in wetland

ecology and a minor in biology. A Louisiana native, she

developed her passion for the environment through

hands-on experiences and academic research, including

work in seagrass ecology and coastal monitoring

programs. Layna currently serves as President of the

Society of Earth and Environmental Science at UNO,

where she is dedicated to increasing student engagement

and awareness of environmental issues. She plans to

pursue graduate studies and a career focused on coastal

restoration or invasive species research.  

Marley Allen

Breanna Roberts

Layna HebertAubrey Nicholas

2026

Schola
rship

Recipie
nts
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Scholarship
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Scholarship



$2,500 Junior

Scholarship

Justin Trochez is a senior Earth and Environmental

Sciences student at the University of New Orleans with a

concentration in environmental and coastal science. A

Louisiana native, he previously earned an associate degree

from Delgado Community College and has been recognized

for his academic achievements and service. Justin’s passion

for geology was sparked through hands-on experiences and

service work with AmeriCorps, where he explored diverse

geological landscapes. He plans to pursue graduate studies

and a career focused on environmental protection, with

interests that span Earth history, ecology, and science

communication.

Summer Tyme Baker is an undergraduate student at the

University of New Orleans pursuing a degree in Earth and

Environmental Science. Originally from upstate New York,

she brings a strong work ethic shaped by her service in the

United States Marine Corps and previous industry

experience. Her academic interests center on understanding

Earth processes and applying that knowledge toward

environmental protection. Summer plans to pursue a career

as a conservationist, with a focus on protecting wildlife and

preserving natural resources. She is especially passionate

about working outdoors and connecting her studies to real-

world environmental stewardship. 

Jude Case is an undergraduate student at the University of

New Orleans pursuing a degree in Earth and

Environmental Science with a focus on coastal

geosciences. A Louisiana native, he has gained valuable

research experience through his work with the Barrier

Island Comprehensive Monitoring Program, studying the

dynamic processes shaping Gulf Coast barrier islands. Jude

is particularly interested in coastal erosion and

degradation and plans to continue his education with a

master’s degree in environmental or coastal geoscience.

His goal is to build a career focused on understanding and

addressing coastal change.

Summer Tyme Baker

Jude Case

Justin Trochez

$3,000 Senior

Scholarship

2026

Schola
rship

Recipie
nts
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Schola
rship

Recipie
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Mao Mao

Mao Mao is a Ph.D. student in Earth and Environmental

Sciences at Tulane University specializing in ocean

biogeochemistry and Earth system modeling. Her

research focuses on developing advanced models within

the Community Earth System Model (CESM2) to better

understand the transport and transformation of

pollutants and trace elements in marine environments.

With a strong background in both scientific research and

science communication, Mao has led interdisciplinary

initiatives and contributed to international conferences.

She is passionate about translating complex scientific

concepts into accessible formats and plans to pursue a

career in research that bridges environmental science,

modeling, and public engagement.

Oluwadamilare Odugbesan is a Ph.D. student in Earth

and Environmental Sciences at Tulane University

whose research focuses on sediment dynamics and

geohazards in both terrestrial and deep-marine

environments. He is developing quantitative models to

better understand channel stability and avulsion

processes, with applications in predicting flooding and

protecting critical offshore infrastructure. With a

strong academic foundation that includes advanced

degrees in geophysics and marine geosciences, along

with professional experience in environmental and

subsurface investigations, Oluwadamilare brings a

multidisciplinary perspective to his work. He plans to

pursue a research-focused career in academia or a

government institution, contributing to the

understanding of environmental change and

sedimentary systems.

Michael Douglas is a senior at Tulane University

studying Earth and Environmental Science with a

strong interest in environmental monitoring, policy,

and coastal resilience. A Louisiana native, he is

committed to applying geoscience to address local

challenges such as climate change, subsidence, and

environmental justice. Michael has gained experience

through research and data processing roles as well as

leadership positions within student organizations,

including serving as Vice President of the Earth

Science Club. He plans to pursue a career focused on

improving environmental conditions in Louisiana,

with potential pathways in research, regulation, or

sustainability infrastructure.

Danh Ngo is an undergraduate student at Tulane University

pursuing degrees in Earth and Environmental Sciences and

Data Science, with a certificate in GIS. His academic interests

center on climate systems, ocean processes, and

paleoclimate, with a focus on applying data-driven

approaches to better understand environmental change.

Danh has gained research experience through roles in both

geoscience and data science programs and is actively

involved in the university’s Earth Science Club, where he

serves in a leadership role. He plans to continue his studies in

graduate school and build a career at the intersection of

geoscience and data analytics. 

Michael Douglas

Danh Ngo

Oluwadamilare Odugbesan

$3,250 Graduate

Scholarship
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Scholarship

$3,000 Senior

Scholarship

$2,500 Junior

Scholarship



2026

Schola
rship
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Charles “Charlie” Goldstein

Charles “Charlie” Goldstein is a Tulane University student

pursuing degrees in Earth Science and Business

Management, with interests spanning geochemistry,

planetary geology, and environmental applications. He

conducts research in the Mangrove Lab, focusing on soil

geochemistry and wetland carbon dynamics, and is also

involved in innovative projects exploring lunar

construction materials. A Dean’s List student and active

member of several campus organizations, Charlie brings

both scientific curiosity and interdisciplinary thinking to

his work. He is exploring a range of future paths, including

environmental management, planetary science, and

sustainability-focused business roles. 

Gracen Miller is a senior at Tulane University

majoring in Earth and Environmental Sciences with

minors in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology and

Teaching, Learning, & Training. Her research focuses

on coastal wetlands, particularly the biogeochemical

processes within mangrove ecosystems and their role

in carbon sequestration. In addition to her research,

Gracen is actively involved in student leadership and

serves as a teaching assistant, combining her passion

for science with a commitment to education. She plans

to pursue a Ph.D. and ultimately a career in academia,

where she can contribute to research and mentor

future students in environmental science. 

Kaetlyn Rodriguez is a Ph.D. student in Earth and

Environmental Sciences at Tulane University

specializing in marine sediment geochemistry and

paleoceanography. Her research focuses on

reconstructing past climate conditions using

foraminifera and sediment core analysis, contributing

to a deeper understanding of ocean-climate

interactions. A first-generation student, Kaetlyn has

received multiple research grants and has gained

experience working with the U.S. Geological Survey

and leading academic outreach initiatives. She is

deeply committed to science communication,

mentorship, and expanding access to STEM

opportunities, and plans to continue her career in

research with a focus on public impact and education.

Kaetlyn Rodriguez

Gracen Miller

$3,000 Senior

Scholarship
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$2,500 Junior

Scholarship

$3,500 Gradouate

Scholarship



12

NOGS is taking a
Summer Break in July

We will be back with our
regular meetings in

August

Wednesday, August 5, 2026
Northshore Lunch Meeting
Speaker - Chris McLindon

Geological Underpinnings of the
Modern Mississippi Delta
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Promote Your
Business or Service

S P O N S O R  B E N E F I T S  I N C L U D E

Your Logo Featured on all
meeting announcements
via email and the NOGS

website.

Display Table at the
luncheon to showcase your

company, products, or
services.

3-Minute Presentation to
introduce your business to
all attendees.  Two Event

Tickets for you and a guest.

www.nogs.org

Why Sponsor?
Logo recognition on all meeting promotional emails and marketing materials
Three minute presentation to highlight your company, product, or service
before the program begins
Opportunity to introduce the guest speaker at the meeting
Direct exposure to NOGS members, industry professionals, and decision-
makers in the Gulf Coast energy community

Reserve Your Spot Today - $300! 

Limited opportunities — first come, first served

admin@nogs.org
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NOGS is seeking speaker and topic ideas for
upcoming meetings. Know someone with valuable
industry insights or have a topic you’d like to see
covered? Send us your recommendations—we’re
building a strong lineup and welcome your input.

Email us with your suggestions:  admin@nogs.org
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Introduction

The proposed revisions include eliminating the Vice-President (VP)
position and redistributing those responsibilities to the President-Elect
under Article IV, Section B of the Constitution. Additional changes
would allow Associate members to have voting rights and the ability to
hold office, as outlined in Article I, Section B of the Bylaws. The
revisions also update student membership provisions, student fees,
and eligibility requirements for a NOGS Scholarship under Article IV,
Sections A and D of the Bylaws. Ballots will be sent by email to all
eligible voting members of NOGS in May. Once the ballots are
distributed, the voting period will remain open for two weeks.

Eliminating VP Position - Constitutional Change

This proposed constitutional revision would eliminate the Vice-
President (VP) position and formally redistribute the VP duties to the
President-Elect. The VP position has gone unfilled for several
consecutive years, and in practice, current and past President-Elects
and Presidents have already performed these responsibilities. This
change would address the Society’s ongoing difficulty in recruiting
members to fill board roles while also giving the President-Elect clearly
defined duties and responsibilities.

16

Proposed By-Laws
Changes to NOGS



Allow Associate Members to have voting rights and hold office - Bylaw
Change

This proposed bylaws revision would allow Associate members to have
voting rights and the ability to hold office under Article I, Section B.
Granting these rights would promote wider participation within NOGS
and help address the Society’s ongoing difficulty in recruiting members
to fill board roles. This change also reflects current and past practice,
as Associate members have previously served, and are currently
serving, in board positions. 

Revision of student membership, student fees & eligibility
requirements for a NOGS Scholarship - Bylaw Change

These proposed bylaw revisions would update student membership,
student fees, and eligibility requirements for NOGS Scholarships under
Article IV, Sections A and D. The revisions would expand eligibility
beyond full-time students to include part-time students, broaden
qualifying earth science degrees to better reflect current university
curricula, and make student membership free, provided the required
annual documentation is submitted. To qualify for free membership, a
student must submit, on an annual basis, a current class schedule or
registration confirmation showing the student’s major and enrolled
courses. Beginning in 2027, students must be active members of NOGS
to be eligible for a scholarship. These changes are intended to create a
more inclusive environment for students, expand student involvement,
and encourage greater participation in NOGS.
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Proposed By-Laws
Changes to NOGS



Conclusion

On behalf of the NOGS Board, we thank you for your consideration of
this matter. These proposed changes will help ensure the continued
success and long-term sustainability of NOGS by better reflecting the
evolving needs and current changes within the geological community in
the greater New Orleans area.

Once again, ballots will be sent by email to all eligible voting members
of NOGS in May. Once the ballots are distributed, the voting period will
remain open for two weeks.

Respectfully,

Brian T. David 
President NOGS
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Proposed By-Laws
Changes to NOGS
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Calling All

Authors!!

The NOGS LOG invites short articles from industry
professionals, academics, and graduate
students on topics related to Gulf Coast geology,
energy resources, and related disciplines.
Submissions may include technical summaries,
case studies, research highlights, or industry
perspectives.

If you are interested in contributing or have a
topic idea, please contact the Editor or email
admin@nogs.org.
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North America Rig Count Report March 2026

North America: 564

State/Province Protraction Area
Rig Count

Value
Change from Previous

Month

LOUISIANA Eugene Island 1 0

LOUISIANA Green Canyon 3 0

LOUISIANA Mississippi Canyon 5 1

TEXAS Alaminos Casnyon 1 -1

Gulf of America Total: 10 0

State
Rig

Count
Change from

Previous Month
State

Rig
Count

Change from
Previous Month

ALASKA 12 0 NEW MEXICO 102 0

ARKANSAS 0 0
NORTH

DAKOTA
27 1

CALIFORNIA 7 0 OHIO 12 -1

COLORADO 14 0 OKLAHOMA 46 1

LOUISIANA 31 0 PENNSYLVANIA 20 0

MICHIGAN 1 0 TEXAS 237 6

MISSISSIPPI 0 0 UTAH 16 0

MONTANA 2 0 WEST VIRGINIA 8 1

NEVADA 2 0 WYOMING 17 0

O F F S H O R E  G U L F  O F  A M E R I C A  S H E L F  A N D
D E E P W A T E R  A C T I V I T I E S

B Y  B R I A N  B O T H N E R

Drill Bits
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N E W  W E L L  P E R M I T S  O F F S H O R E  G U L F  O F  A M E R I C A
S H E L F  A N D  D E E P W A T E R  A C T I V I T I E S  

M A P  B Y  E R I C  F I S C H E R

Drill Bits
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Recent Energy Headlines

April 2026 Recap
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4/30/2026 - Could This be the Beginning of the End for OPEC? - How will the United Arab Emirates’s (UAE)
decision to withdraw from OPEC affect the global oil market and the OPEC+ group? Could this be the
beginning of the end for OPEC? These were the questions Rigzone posed to analysts from the Heritage
Foundation, Wood Mackenzie, and Standard Chartered after the UAE Ministry of Energy and
Infrastructure announced, in a statement posted on its X page which was translated from Arabic, that the
country has made a decision to withdraw from OPEC and OPEC+, effective May 1. Read Full Article

4/22/2026 - Why HP/HT is no longer the Gulf of Mexico’s outlier - Retired Chevron Anchor project director
Tim Mitchell outlines how OBN seismic, HP/HT maturity and subsea recovery are changing deepwater
GoM economics. As the Gulf of Mexico enters a more mature phase, its next chapter is being defined less
by frontier depth and more by execution discipline, data quality and capital competitiveness. Few leaders
understand that transition better than Tim Mitchell, Chevron’s retired Anchor project director. In this
interview with Offshore, Mitchell draws on four decades of experience to discuss the evolution of HP/HT
development, subsea waterflooding, advances in imaging and AI, and the basin’s enduring role in US
energy security. Read Full Article

4/21/2026 - Speaker Johnson: House Republicans are Cutting Red Tape, Burdensome Regulations to
Reestablish American Energy Dominance - This morning, at the weekly House GOP Leadership press
conference, Speaker Johnson highlighted House Republicans’ legislation this week to continue cutting red
tape and dismantling burdensome energy regulations. Speaker Johnson also discussed the path forward
to bring an end the Democrat DHS Shutdown and to reauthorize FISA Sec. 702. “The production of
American energy is now directly related to national security. The need and the demand for energy is
rising dramatically because of AI and all of these other necessities that we have in the economy. And
we’ve got to provide for it,” Speaker Johnson said. Read Full Article

4/22/2026 - Trump administration approved $5 billion oil drilling project in the Gulf of Mexico - On March
14, the Trump administration approved another massive oil drilling plan. Owned entirely by British
Petroleum, one of the largest oil companies, the $5 billion project will extract oil in ultra-deep waters of
the Gulf of America, formerly Mexico. Kaskida is the sixth operated hub in the U.S. Gulf of America by
British Petroleum (BP), located in ultra-deep water 250 miles off the coast of New Orleans. Expected to
start operations in 2029, it is estimated to produce 80,000 barrels of oil per day, which will eventually
unlock 10 billion barrels of discovered resources. Read Full Article

4/9/2026 - Occidental makes oil discovery in US Gulf - The operator and partners are advancing appraisal
and development plans, which could enhance regional production via subsea tie-backs to nearby
platforms. Occidental Petroleum Corp. discovered oil at the Bandit prospect in the US Gulf of Mexico
about 125 miles south of the Louisiana coast and is working with partners to determine next steps. The
exploration well, in Green Canyon Block 680, encountered high-quality, full-to-base oil-bearing Miocene
sands. Read Full Article

https://www.rigzone.com/news/could_this_be_the_beginning_of_the_end_for_opec-30-apr-2026-183576-article/
https://www.offshore-mag.com/regional-reports/us-gulf-of-mexico/article/55372689/why-hp-ht-is-no-longer-the-gulf-of-mexicos-outlier?utm_source=OFF+Daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260422111&o_eid=2094I7478178D4W&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda%7C2094I7478178D4W&oly_enc_id=2094I7478178D4W
https://mikejohnson.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2876
https://thedepauw.com/41796/news/trump-administration-approved-5-billion-oil-drilling-project-in-the-gulf-of-america/
https://www.ogj.com/drilling-production/news/55369839/occidental-makes-oil-discovery-in-the-us-gulf
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2025/2026 
NOGS Board of Directors

You can contact any board member by emailing admin@nogs.org

Brian David
President

Charles Miller
Secretary/President Elect

Brittany George
Treasurer

Volunteer Needed
Vice President

Eric Fischer
Vice President/Editor Elect

Carol Avery
Director A

Chase Cromwell
Director B

Brian Bothner
Editor

Akinbobola Akintomide
Director C
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CALL FOR
SPEAKERS!

Have a great topic that you
would like to present to NOGS

Members at a Monthly
Meeting?

Submit your topic and
presentation for our Program

Committee to review

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT
26

https://form.jotform.com/233026116695152


NOGS.org has a 
Member Directory available

online!

Log in TODAY and UPDATE your
profile with your current

information and even add your
PHOTO!

This is a great Member's Only Tool and a great
networking and resource option for you!
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4 Autumn Lane, Mandeville LA  
(985) 264-3700

arthur_shalimar@yahoo.com

VISIT NOGS

WWW.NOGS.ORG
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Brian Bothner

Robert Meltz

William Whiting

Robert Burnett

Mark Wojna

In memory of Case Petersen 

Mark Sunwall

In Memory of Louis F. Goss, 

Sidney J. Waguespack, Jr. and 

Shelby W. Smith.

Founded March 14, 1978, the mission of the New Orleans
Geological Society Memorial Foundation is to promote

earth-science related educational or scientific purpose by
granting of scholarships to outstanding Geology students

at the universities in Southeast Louisiana offering a
degree in Geology.   Donations given in memory of  Bill

Craig Memorial provide for any earth science related
educational or scientific purpose that is a direct benefit to

grades K-12 teacher or teachers within the Greater New
Orleans Area.  This area encompasses New Orleans,

Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard and St. Tammany
Parishes.

Gibbet Hill Foundation - In Memory of Steve & Marion

Millendorf, William J. Prutzman, Roger G. Vincent, Ron

Youngblood, Uno Numella and Dr. Robert T. Sellars, Jr.

T H E  M E M O R I A L
F O U N D A T I O N  I S

A N  I R S  T A X
E X E M P T  C O D E

# 5 0 1 ( C ) ( 3 )
O R G A N I Z A T I O N .   
T H E  F E D E R A L  I D

I S  7 2 - 1 2 2 0 9 9 9 .   
P L E A S E

C O N S I D E R
M A K I N G  A

D O N A T I O N  T O
T H E  F O U N D A T I O N .   
Y O U R  I N D I V I D U A L
S U P P O R T  I N  A N Y

A M O U N T  W I L L
H E L P  M E E T  T H E
I R S  G U I D E L I N E S

F O R  O U R
F O U N D A T I O N .   

T H A N K S !

Edward B. Picou

in memory of M.R. "Bob" Douglass

Tom C. Bergeon

in memory of Art Johnson

Frances A. Wiseman

in memory of Steve Widdicombe, Bill  Ward

Hilary James Brook

Bill Haworth

Candace V. Strahan

in memory of James R. Strahan

Thank you!TO OUR
DONORS
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To purchase
these publications,
Click here for the

NOGS Store!

Help
Support
NOGS!
Spread the word
about these
available resources 
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Help Support
NOGS!

Spread the word about
these available resources 
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https://store.beg.utexas.edu/publicatio
ns/new-orleans-geological-society

https://store.beg.utexas.edu/publications/new-orleans-geological-society
https://store.beg.utexas.edu/publications/new-orleans-geological-society

	On the Cover
	Investing in the Future of Geoscience
	This month’s cover highlights an exceptional group of students supported by the NOGS Memorial Foundation, representing Louisiana State University, University of New Orleans, and Tulane University. These scholarship recipients reflect the very best of the next generation of geoscience professionals, demonstrating academic excellence,
	and  strong commitment to tackling the environmental challenges shaping our region and beyond.
	Their areas of study span coastal restoration, climate research, geophysics, paleoceanography, and environmental stewardship. Collectively, their work underscores the critical role geoscience plays in understanding and protecting the Gulf Coast and our broader global environment.
	In 2026, the NOGS Memorial Foundation made a significant investment in this future by increasing its scholarship support to $21,000 per university, expanding both the number of awards and the impact on students pursuing careers in the earth sciences.
	This progress would not be possible without the generosity of our donors. Their continued support over the years has allowed the Foundation to grow, adapt, and provide meaningful opportunities for students who are passionate about this field. Quite simply, these scholarships exist because of a community that believes in investing in people.
	We also extend our sincere appreciation to the faculty and departments at Louisiana State University, the University of New Orleans, and Tulane University for their partnership in identifying and supporting these outstanding students. If you would like to help us continue this important work, we encourage you to consider making a contribution to the NOGS Memorial Foundation. Every gift directly supports the next generation of geoscientists. Donate here

	From the Editor

	Eric Fischer
	A MESSAGE FROM THE 2025/2026 NOGS PRESIDENT
	BRIAN DAVID

	2026 Scholarship Recipients
	Tristan Ilgenfritz
	Natali Barnes
	Tristan Ilgenfritz is a first-generation college student pursuing a bachelor’s degree in geology with a focus in palynology at Louisiana State University. After beginning his career as a licensed hairstylist, he made a bold transition to follow his long-standing passion for geoscience. Tristan is currently conducting research under Dr. Sophie Warny, contributing to the IODP-401 project with work focused on historical fire analysis using palynological methods, which has already been published in an international conference abstract. He plans to continue his education with a master’s degree and pursue a career in geoarchaeology, combining fieldwork and research to better understand past environments.

	Johnathan Smith
	Natali Barnes is a junior geology student at Louisiana State University with a strong academic record and a passion for research, environmental stewardship, and community engagement. A President’s Honor Roll recipient, Natali is actively involved in the LSU Geology Club, coastal restoration efforts through the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, and undergraduate research. Her interests span environmental geology, natural resource management, and hazard mitigation, and she is committed to pursuing a master’s degree and a career that blends field exploration with scientific research. Natali’s dedication to both science and service reflects her goal of making a meaningful impact in the geoscience community.

	Smruti Sardar
	Johnathan Smith is a senior at Louisiana State University majoring in geophysics and computational mathematics, with a strong interest in geologic hazards and risk mitigation. A consistent Dean’s List student, Johnathan discovered his passion for geology through fieldwork experiences and has since focused on applying quantitative skills to better understand Earth systems. He plans to pursue an advanced degree in geophysics and engage in research that helps anticipate and reduce the impacts of natural hazards. Outside the classroom, he has contributed to campus sustainability initiatives and supported fellow students as a tutor in mathematics.
	Smruti Sardar is a graduate student in geology at Louisiana State University whose research focuses on understanding the variability of the South Asian monsoon and its broader environmental impacts. Originally from Maharashtra, India, her academic path has been shaped by firsthand experiences with climate-related agricultural challenges. Smruti previously studied at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research and worked as both a science educator and research assistant before pursuing graduate studies abroad. In addition to her research, she is actively involved in outreach through the LSU EnvironMentors program, reflecting her commitment to science communication and community engagement.


	2026 Scholarship Recipients
	Keyue “Skylie” Sun
	Riley Del Buono
	Riley Del Buono is a senior geology student at Louisiana State University who discovered a passion for geoscience after taking an introductory course that reshaped her academic path. Now serving as Events Chair for the LSU Geology Club, Riley is actively involved in student engagement and departmental outreach. She works as a student researcher in Dr. Phil Bart’s lab, contributing to studies of the cryosphere, and plans to pursue graduate education with a focus on research and environmental applications. Riley is particularly interested in careers that address environmental challenges, including carbon capture and sustainability initiatives.

	Crystal Luna
	Keyue “Skylie” Sun is a graduate student in the Department of Geology and Geophysics at Louisiana State University specializing in mineralogical research. Her work focuses on the geochemistry and textures of jadeite from Myanmar and Guatemala, using advanced analytical techniques to improve provenance determination. With a background in gemology, Skylie has developed a strong interest in the intersection of earth science and cultural heritage, including applications in museum collections and archaeological materials. She plans to pursue a Ph.D. and build a career that integrates mineralogical research with the preservation and study of culturally significant materials.
	Crystal Luna is a graduate geology student at Louisiana State University whose academic journey reflects resilience, determination, and a deep commitment to education and research. A first-generation student, she supported herself through a nontraditional path to complete her degree while gaining extensive experience as a teaching and research assistant. Crystal has received numerous awards and research grants and has contributed to scientific conferences and field research, including participation in an oceanographic expedition. She aspires to become a professor, leading research initiatives, mentoring students, and advancing scientific understanding through both teaching and outreach.


	2026 Scholarship Recipients
	Marley Allen
	Breanna Roberts
	Breanna Roberts is a graduate student in coastal science at the University of New Orleans, where her research focuses on sediment dynamics, wetland systems, and coastal restoration. With a strong academic record and hands-on experience in both field and laboratory settings, she has contributed to projects involving barrier island restoration and sediment resource management. Breanna currently serves as a graduate assistant, supporting undergraduate instruction and research activities. She is passionate about applying science to real-world environmental challenges and plans to continue her career working on restoration efforts that support the long-term resilience of Louisiana’s coast.
	Marley Allen is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of New Orleans whose research focuses on coastal processes, belowground biomass, and carbon storage across Louisiana and global delta systems. Originally from Kentucky, she holds a background in natural resources, environmental science, and GIS, and previously completed a master’s degree studying coastal dune dynamics. Marley has gained extensive teaching and field experience through roles as a lecturer, teaching assistant, and environmental intern. She plans to pursue a career in environmental consulting, applying her research to real-world challenges in ecosystem restoration and coastal management.

	Aubrey Nicholas
	Layna Hebert
	Layna Hebert is an undergraduate student at the University of New Orleans majoring in Earth and Environmental Science with a concentration in wetland ecology and a minor in biology. A Louisiana native, she developed her passion for the environment through hands-on experiences and academic research, including work in seagrass ecology and coastal monitoring programs. Layna currently serves as President of the Society of Earth and Environmental Science at UNO, where she is dedicated to increasing student engagement and awareness of environmental issues. She plans to pursue graduate studies and a career focused on coastal restoration or invasive species research.
	Aubrey Nicholas is an undergraduate student at the University of New Orleans majoring in Earth and Environmental Science with a growing interest in hydrology and natural systems. Her academic journey has been shaped by coursework in geology and mineralogy, which deepened her appreciation for Earth’s processes and their interconnectedness. Originally from Harvey, Louisiana, Aubrey is particularly interested in water systems and environmental conditions impacting her home state. She plans to pursue a master’s degree to further explore opportunities in geoscience and environmental research.


	2026 Scholarship Recipients
	$3,000 Senior Scholarship
	Summer Tyme Baker
	Jude Case
	Jude Case is an undergraduate student at the University of New Orleans pursuing a degree in Earth and Environmental Science with a focus on coastal geosciences. A Louisiana native, he has gained valuable research experience through his work with the Barrier Island Comprehensive Monitoring Program, studying the dynamic processes shaping Gulf Coast barrier islands. Jude is particularly interested in coastal erosion and degradation and plans to continue his education with a master’s degree in environmental or coastal geoscience. His goal is to build a career focused on understanding and addressing coastal change.
	Summer Tyme Baker is an undergraduate student at the University of New Orleans pursuing a degree in Earth and Environmental Science. Originally from upstate New York, she brings a strong work ethic shaped by her service in the United States Marine Corps and previous industry experience. Her academic interests center on understanding Earth processes and applying that knowledge toward environmental protection. Summer plans to pursue a career as a conservationist, with a focus on protecting wildlife and preserving natural resources. She is especially passionate about working outdoors and connecting her studies to real-world environmental stewardship.

	Justin Trochez
	Justin Trochez is a senior Earth and Environmental Sciences student at the University of New Orleans with a concentration in environmental and coastal science. A Louisiana native, he previously earned an associate degree from Delgado Community College and has been recognized for his academic achievements and service. Justin’s passion for geology was sparked through hands-on experiences and service work with AmeriCorps, where he explored diverse geological landscapes. He plans to pursue graduate studies and a career focused on environmental protection, with interests that span Earth history, ecology, and science communication.


	2026 Scholarship Recipients
	Mao Mao
	Oluwadamilare Odugbesan
	Michael Douglas
	Oluwadamilare Odugbesan is a Ph.D. student in Earth and Environmental Sciences at Tulane University whose research focuses on sediment dynamics and geohazards in both terrestrial and deep-marine environments. He is developing quantitative models to better understand channel stability and avulsion processes, with applications in predicting flooding and protecting critical offshore infrastructure. With a strong academic foundation that includes advanced degrees in geophysics and marine geosciences, along with professional experience in environmental and subsurface investigations, Oluwadamilare brings a multidisciplinary perspective to his work. He plans to pursue a research-focused career in academia or a government institution, contributing to the understanding of environmental change and sedimentary systems.

	Mao Mao is a Ph.D. student in Earth and Environmental Sciences at Tulane University specializing in ocean biogeochemistry and Earth system modeling. Her research focuses on developing advanced models within the Community Earth System Model (CESM2) to better understand the transport and transformation of pollutants and trace elements in marine environments. With a strong background in both scientific research and science communication, Mao has led interdisciplinary initiatives and contributed to international conferences. She is passionate about translating complex scientific concepts into accessible formats and plans to pursue a career in research that bridges environmental science, modeling, and public engagement.
	Danh Ngo
	Michael Douglas is a senior at Tulane University studying Earth and Environmental Science with a strong interest in environmental monitoring, policy, and coastal resilience. A Louisiana native, he is committed to applying geoscience to address local challenges such as climate change, subsidence, and environmental justice. Michael has gained experience through research and data processing roles as well as leadership positions within student organizations, including serving as Vice President of the Earth Science Club. He plans to pursue a career focused on improving environmental conditions in Louisiana, with potential pathways in research, regulation, or sustainability infrastructure.
	Danh Ngo is an undergraduate student at Tulane University pursuing degrees in Earth and Environmental Sciences and Data Science, with a certificate in GIS. His academic interests center on climate systems, ocean processes, and paleoclimate, with a focus on applying data-driven approaches to better understand environmental change. Danh has gained research experience through roles in both geoscience and data science programs and is actively involved in the university’s Earth Science Club, where he serves in a leadership role. He plans to continue his studies in graduate school and build a career at the intersection of geoscience and data analytics.


	2026 Scholarship Recipients
	Kaetlyn Rodriguez
	Charles “Charlie” Goldstein
	Gracen Miller
	Gracen Miller is a senior at Tulane University majoring in Earth and Environmental Sciences with minors in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology and Teaching, Learning, & Training. Her research focuses on coastal wetlands, particularly the biogeochemical processes within mangrove ecosystems and their role in carbon sequestration. In addition to her research, Gracen is actively involved in student leadership and serves as a teaching assistant, combining her passion for science with a commitment to education. She plans to pursue a Ph.D. and ultimately a career in academia, where she can contribute to research and mentor future students in environmental science.
	Charles “Charlie” Goldstein is a Tulane University student pursuing degrees in Earth Science and Business Management, with interests spanning geochemistry, planetary geology, and environmental applications. He conducts research in the Mangrove Lab, focusing on soil geochemistry and wetland carbon dynamics, and is also involved in innovative projects exploring lunar construction materials. A Dean’s List student and active member of several campus organizations, Charlie brings both scientific curiosity and interdisciplinary thinking to his work. He is exploring a range of future paths, including environmental management, planetary science, and sustainability-focused business roles.
	Kaetlyn Rodriguez is a Ph.D. student in Earth and Environmental Sciences at Tulane University specializing in marine sediment geochemistry and paleoceanography. Her research focuses on reconstructing past climate conditions using foraminifera and sediment core analysis, contributing to a deeper understanding of ocean-climate interactions. A first-generation student, Kaetlyn has received multiple research grants and has gained experience working with the U.S. Geological Survey and leading academic outreach initiatives. She is deeply committed to science communication, mentorship, and expanding access to STEM opportunities, and plans to continue her career in research with a focus on public impact and education.

	NOGS is taking a Summer Break in July We will be back with our regular meetings in August

	Wednesday, August 5, 2026 Northshore Lunch Meeting Speaker - Chris McLindon Geological Underpinnings of the Modern Mississippi Delta
	Promote Your Business or Service
	Why Sponsor?
	SPONSOR BENEFITS INCLUDE
	Reserve Your Spot Today - $300!  Limited opportunities — first come, first served
	admin@nogs.org
	www.nogs.org


	NOGS is seeking speaker and topic ideas for upcoming meetings. Know someone with valuable industry insights or have a topic you’d like to see covered? Send us your recommendations—we’re building a strong lineup and welcome your input. Email us with your suggestions:  admin@nogs.org
	Proposed By-Laws Changes to NOGS
	Introduction
	Eliminating VP Position - Constitutional Change

	Proposed By-Laws Changes to NOGS
	Allow Associate Members to have voting rights and hold office - Bylaw Change
	Revision of student membership, student fees & eligibility requirements for a NOGS Scholarship - Bylaw Change

	Proposed By-Laws Changes to NOGS
	Conclusion

	Calling All
	Authors!!
	The NOGS LOG invites short articles from industry professionals, academics, and graduate students on topics related to Gulf Coast geology, energy resources, and related disciplines. Submissions may include technical summaries, case studies, research highlights, or industry perspectives.
	If you are interested in contributing or have a topic idea, please contact the Editor or email admin@nogs.org.

	Drill Bits
	Drill Bits
	Recent Energy Headlines April 2026 Recap
	2025/2026  NOGS Board of Directors
	You can contact any board member by emailing admin@nogs.org

	CALL FOR SPEAKERS!
	Have a great topic that you would like to present to NOGS Members at a Monthly Meeting?
	Submit your topic and presentation for our Program Committee to review
	CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT

	NOGS.org has a  Member Directory available online!
	Log in TODAY and UPDATE your profile with your current information and even add your PHOTO!

	This is a great Member's Only Tool and a great networking and resource option for you!
	4 Autumn Lane, Mandeville LA   (985) 264-3700

	VISIT NOGS
	WWW.NOGS.ORG
	Founded March 14, 1978, the mission of the New Orleans Geological Society Memorial Foundation is to promote earth-science related educational or scientific purpose by granting of scholarships to outstanding Geology students at the universities in Southeast Louisiana offering a degree in Geology.   Donations given in memory of  Bill Craig Memorial provide for any earth science related educational or scientific purpose that is a direct benefit to grades K-12 teacher or teachers within the Greater New Orleans Area.  This area encompasses New Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard and St. Tammany Parishes.
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