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420 Julia Street • New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

2019 
ANNUAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT

Individuals - $150

Corporate Team - $700

 

 

or Join us at a hole with promotional/food/drink items

Contact us for more info!

a portion of your tournament participation fee may be tax 

deductible under the NOGS Memorial Foundation 501(c)3

The combined proceeds from this 

event will benefit the Children's 

Museum Initiative on the 

North & South Shores

Register Early!

Limited to only

120 players

Volunteers Needed - www.nogs.org

PRICE INCLUDES GREEN FEES, CART, RANGE BALLS, 

FOOD, DRINKS & PRIZES!

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019

4-PLAYER SCRAMBLE

SHOTGUN START 8:30 AM
POST TOURNAMENT LUNCH 

SPONSORED BY

HOLE SPONSORS $125
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on the cover
Cover photo credit: www.urbanicity.com

Devil's Punch Bowl — Devil’s Millhopper Geologic State Park, Oregon
Devil’s Millhopper is a Na  onal Natural Landmark that has a  racted

tourists since the 1880s. The park’s crown jewel is a bowl-shaped
cavity 120 feet deep and 500 feet wide that leads down to a miniature
rain forest. The wide sinkhole got its name from its similar appearance
to the hopper of a mill, along with the bones found at the bo  om,
sugges  ng animals entered it on their way to meet the devil.

This signifi cant geological forma  on has enabled researchers to
get a be  er picture of Florida’s natural history. The large sinkhole has
limestone sides that provide an easily visible geological record of the
area. Twelve springs, some more visible than others, feed the pond in
the sinkhole. In the summer, the bo  om of the sinkhole is drama  cally
cooler than the air at the surface due to the depth and shade from the
canopy above. Signifi cant fossil deposits include shark teeth, marine
shells, and the fossilized remains of ex  nct land animals. 

At this  me, the stairs to
the bo  om of the sinkhole
leading to the viewing
pla  orm are closed due to
damage from Hurricane Irma
in 2017. Also, I found out in
my research that in the event
of a zombie apocalypse,
Devil’s Millhopper Geological
State Park is one of the
last places you want to be.
Although the park boasts
natural springs, abundant wildlife, and lush vegeta  on, the terrain is
extremely unfavorable.
Insert photo credit: www.tripadviser.com
Informa  on was sourced from Wikipedia, atlasobscura, and ufzombie.

From the Editor

Fran
Fran Wiselady,

NOGS LOG Editor

In late March, New Orleans mayor, Laytoya Cantrell, fi led a lawsuit against oil and gas companies
over coastal erosion. The lawsuit claims that pipeline structures and canals caused damage to the wetlands
allowing increased risk of damage to the city from hurricanes and fl ooding. NOGS president, Chris McLindon, was
the author of a guest editorial in the Advocate newspaper on April 16th. This ar  cle is reprinted as the President’s column
on p. 4 in this NOGS LOG. On April 22nd, there was a rebu  al by John M. Barry ci  ng that other studies indicate that the sites 
of oil and gas pipelines and canals were "the overwhelming cause" of land loss. This serious problem gives us all something to think
about. New Orleans will probably be the fi rst major city lost from rising water levels in coastal areas around the world.

During my research for the cover picture, Devil’s Millhopper Geological Park, I discovered something appalling. The major sinkhole 
in the park is called “The Devil’s Punchbowl.” I found that there are many deep pools and sinkholes in the US that are likewise named.
I also found that there was a  me in our post-Civil War history when the Devil’s Punch Bowl was a type of concentra  on camp where
newly emancipated slaves were held. The loca  on of the camp was in Natchez, Mississippi. Union soldiers
were not happy with the mass exodus of the freed slaves and their families. It is es  mated that 20,000 people,
including women and children, were killed at this loca  on. With all the turmoil in our country today, we can
be grateful that we are not subject to this kind of inhumanity now.

Published monthly by the New Orleans Geological
Society. This issue was sent to press on April 30, 2019.

Interested in contributing to the NOGS LOG?
Please submit items by the 1st Friday of the month to
nogseditor@gmail.com. Advertising requests should
contact NOGS at admin@nogs.org.
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FROM THE

PRESIDENT
CHRIS MCLINDON

Current sea level rise projec  ons present substan  al
challenges, and the world is watching New Orleans. On
March 29, the city took a step in the wrong direc  on by
choosing li  ga  on as the best path forward. Perched
on one of the world’s great river deltas, New Orleans
experiences natural rates of subsidence that are two to
three  mes the rate of global sea level rise. This means
that New Orleans will experience the rela  ve impacts
of sea level rise before almost anyone else does. New
Orleans has the task of showing the way.

For the last decade, New Orleans has performed
admirably at this task. About $14 billion has been
invested in fl ood protec  on, and the Greater New
Orleans Urban Water Plan is incorpora  ng an
intelligent approach to managing water within that
infrastructure. The biggest advances have been in the
applica  on of science to the challenges ahead. The
Departments of Earth and Environmental Sciences
at UNO and Tulane, along with the Coastal Research
Laboratory at UNO and the ByWater Ins  tute and its
River and Coastal Center at Tulane, are world-class
ins  tu  ons leading the study of coastal processes —
and how best to face the challenges of subsidence and
rising sea level.

Over the past fi ve years, the New Orleans Geological
Society has worked with UNO, Tulane and the University
of Louisiana at Lafaye  e to provide access to oil and gas
industry seismic data to study the geological processes
associated with subsidence. Since 2014, more than
$350 million in industry seismic informa  on has been
made available for academic research in this fi eld. The
fi rst published study to use industry seismic data came
from a coopera  ve research project between Tulane
and the University of Texas at Aus  n. This study used
a 500-square mile, 3D survey in Plaquemines Parish to
map 28 geological faults. The study found that most
of these faults extended to the surface, and several
of them “correspond to abrupt shi  s from emergent

wetlands to fully submerged areas of open water.” In
other words, movement on the faults is causing the
wetlands to submerge. The research at the universi  es
since the publica  on of this study is showing that
many, if not most, of the hot spots of wetlands loss are
directly associated with geological faults.

The role that NOGS is playing to coordinate
sharing the oil and gas industry seismic data with
the universi  es is exactly what is called for by the
Na  onal Academies of Science report on the future
of the Gulf Coast published last year. The study
specifi cally recommended eff orts to remove “barriers
to communica  on between the energy industry and
other stakeholders” and to fi nd ways to “engage more
eff ec  vely to facilitate informa  on sharing.”

The lawsuit fi led by the City of New Orleans against
a group of oil and gas companies tears at the fabric of 
this coopera  ve rela  onship. It couldn’t have come at a
worse  me. The March 20 Board of Directors Mee  ng
of the Coastal Protec  on and Restora  on Authority
(CPRA) featured a presenta  on by Krista Jankowski,
a CPRA geologist and Tulane graduate. She gave an
overview of the science and research that is going into
the development of the 2023 Master Plan. It featured
the research partnerships that CPRA has with Dr. Mark
Kulp at UNO and Dr. Nancye Dawers at Tulane, and it
showed the trace of the Ironton fault that is projected
to cross near to the site of the proposed Mid-Barataria
Sediment Diversion. The research collabora  on among
CPRA, UNO and Tulane is based almost en  rely on the
use of oil and gas industry seismic data to study faul  ng
and subsidence. The cri  cal study of the Ironton fault
and other faults across coastal Louisiana will require
an expansion of that coopera  ve rela  onship.

In direct contradic  on to the coopera  ve eff orts
among the oil and gas industry, the local universi  es
and CPRA to bring the best available science to the
development of the 2023 Master Plan, the city’s lawsuit
is not based on any scien  fi c study of the causes of 
wetlands loss. The conten  ons of the lawsuit are not
supported by any ac  ve university research, and they
are not refl ected in any way in the development of the
Master Plan. The City of New Orleans needs to reverse
this misstep and get back on track to showing the rest
of the world the way forward by working coopera  vely
with all stakeholders in the coastal zone, including the
oil and gas industry.

Originally published as a guest editorial in Baton Rouge's
The Advocate on April 16th, 2019.
Reprinted in the May 2019 issue of the NOGS LOG.
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NOGS Contact Information
Email: admin@nogs.org  •  Website: www.nogs.org
P.O. Box 58108 • New Orleans, LA 70158.
Correspondence and all luncheon reservations should be sent to the above address.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Company Phone E-mail
m President Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com

Vice President TBA
Secretary Shara Gremillion USM Student 504-554-0319 shara.gremillion@usm.edu

mTreasurer David B. Culpepper The Culpepper Group, LLC 985-264-1677 dculpepper@theculpeppergroup.com
President-Elect Robert Rooney Robert M. Rooney Inc. 504-460-0319 robmrooney@aol.com
Editor Fran Wiseman Retired - BOEM 504-615-5170 snowde.fran@gmail.com
Director 2019 Jennifer Connolly Shell 504-425-6411 jennifer.connolly@shell.com
Director 2020 David Reiter  504-593-3623 dreiter124@yahoo.com 
Director 2021 Charles W. Holman BSEE 504-975-6735 charleswholman@bellsouth.net

COMMITTEE Chairperson
AAPG Delegates William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
AAPG Student Chapter Rafael Villanueva LSU  rvilla7@lsu.edu
AAPG Student Chapter Kevin Reece Tulane University jreece@tulane.edu
AAPG Student Chapter Jarrett Levesh UNO  jlevesh@my.uno.edu
Advertising-Log Fran Wiseman Retired - BOEM 504-615-1570 snowde.fran@gmail.com

mAuditing Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
Awards Michael N. Fein  504-717-6465 1feinmn1@cox.net

mBallot David B. Culpepper The Culpepper Group, LLC 985-264-1677 dculpepper@theculpeppergroup.com
Best Paper Bay Salmeron Chevron  832-854-6431 bay.salmeron@chevron.com
Entertainment Robert Rooney Robert M. Rooney Inc. 504-460-0319 robmrooney@aol.com
Environmental TBD
External Affairs John E. Johnston III Louisiana Geological Survey 225-931-6622 hammer@lsu.edu
Finance and Investment Margaret McKinney TGS 504-524-3450 margaret.mckinney@tgs.com
Historical Edward B. Picou, Jr. Retired - Shell 504-975-3096 epicou@bellsouth.net
Membership/Directory TBD
New Geoscientists (NGNO) Rachel Carter  913-710-8021 r_carter@me.com 
Nominating Brenda Reilly  504-430-4240 brendaereilly@hotmail.com
Non-Technical Education Duncan Goldthwaite Consultant 504-887-4377 DGldthwt@aol.com

mOffi ce Operations Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
Publications Sales Edward B. Picou, Jr.  Retired - Shell 504-975-3096 epicou@bellsouth.net
School Outreach Thomas C. Bergeon Upstream Exploration 504-832-3772 tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com
Special Projects TBD 

NOGS LOG STAFFG
Editor Fran Wiseman Retired - BOEM 504-615-1570 snowde.fran@gmail.com
Editor-Elect Paul Post Pan's Geo, Inc. 504-736-2954 mutzko@webdsi.com
Auxiliary NOGA Offi cers and Directors NOGA
Drill Bits Al Baker Beacon Exploration, LLC 504-836-2710 ABaker1006@aol.com
Drill Bits Carlo C. Christina Retired - C & R Expl. Inc.  carlocc398@aol.com
Drill Bits Kevin Trosclair BOEM 504-202-7997 kevintrosclair@gmail.com
Staff Photographer Arthur Christensen Shalimar Consulting 985-893-2013 arthur_shalimar@yahoo.com
Layout / Printing Kristee Brown Creative Graphics & Printing, LLC 985-626-5223 kpbrown@bellsouth.net 
Webmaster Charles Miller III OCSBBS Website 504-733-3117 cmiller@ocsbbs.com

NOGS AUXILIARY
Offi cers  Phone Directors Year Phone
President Margie Conatser 504-469-2496 Penny Bryant 2017-19 504-831-7744
Vice-President Camille Yeldell 504-835-7467 Loretto Stephens 2017-19 504-451-3472
Secretary Linda Peirce  504-289-6585 Judy Lemarié 2018-20 504-393-8659
Treasurer Mary Walther   504-392-9332 Peggy Rogers 2018-20 504-392-6323
Parliamentarian Alma Dunlap 504-737-2678   
Member-at-Large Trudy Corona 504-737-6101

T
H
E

N
E
W

O
R
L
E
A
N
S

G
E
O
L
O
G
I
C
A
L

S
O
C
I
E
T
Y



MAY 2019 7 NOGS LOG

UU
PP
CC
OO
MM
II
NN
GG

NOGS CONTACT LIST
Continued from previous page

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  Company Phone E-mail
2018-2019 Chairman Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
2018-2019 Secretary G. Alex Janevski  504-425-6214 alexjanevski@gmail.com
2018-2019 Trustee Kelli Hardesty ERM 504-846-9245 kelli.hardesty@erm.com
2018-2019 Trustee William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2019-2020 Trustee David Reiter  504-593-3623 dreiter124@yahoo.com
2019-2020 Trustee TBD
2020-2021 Trustee TBD
2020-2021 Trustee TBD

AAPG DELEGATES
Term Ends
2018 Earl Cumming Reservoir Frameworks LLC 985-630-6898 earlcumming@bellsouth.net
2018 William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2018(a) Dave Balcer   balcer@bellsouth.net
2020 Elizabeth McDade  504-352-0238 ecmcdade@bellsouth.net
2020(a) G. Alex Janevski  504-425-6214 alexjanevski@gmail.com

May 3
NOGS-PLANO-SPWLA Golf Tournament

Bayou Oaks at City Park • New Orleans, Louisiana
4-Player Scramble • Shotgun Start at 8:30 a.m.
See page 27 for more details or www.nogs.org

May 19-22
AAPG Annual Convention

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center • San Antonio, Texas
For more information: https://ace.aapg.org/2019

May 14
Hands-On STEM Day

Core Element and the New Orleans Baby Cakes
Shrine on Airline Ballpark • Metairie, Louisiana

For more information: https://core4kids.org/team-view/hands-on-stem-day/

June 3
NOGS Luncheon Presentation

Speaker: Ryan Weber - PaleoData, Inc.
Holiday Inn Superdome • New Orleans, Louisiana

May 6 • NOGS Luncheon Presentation
Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome

$3.00 validated parking in hotel garage

Presentation:

LSU Mounds (16BTR6): Striking New Discoveries from the LSU Mounds,
Now Dated as the Oldest Man-Made Extant Structures in the Western Hemisphere

Guest Speakerp :

Dr. Brooks B. Ellwood
LSU Department of Geology and Geophysics • Baton Rouge, Louisiana

See page 8 for Abstract and Biography

HOLIDAY INN DOWNTOWN SUPERDOME ADMISSION:
 Check with concierge or  With reservation ..................................... $30.00
 front desk for location. Without reservation ............................... $35.00
 Lunch served at 11:30 am  Student Member with reservations.............. FREE
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LSU Mounds (16BTR6):
Striking New Discoveries from the LSU Mounds, Now Dated as the 

Oldest Man-Made Extant Structures in the Western Hemisphere

Presented by

Dr. Brooks B. Ellwood
Chair - LSU Dept. of Geology and Geophysics • Baton Rouge, Louisiana

May 6 NOGS Luncheon Presentation
 at the Holiday Inn Superdome 

"And Looking Ahead . . ."
The next luncheon will be held on June 3rd. Our guest speaker will be Ryan Weber with PaleoData, Inc. Reservations online
at www.nogs.org or by email at admin@nogs.org or call 504-348-3500.

THE MAY LUNCHEON RESERVATION
DEADLINE IS MAY 3. 

ABSTRACT
For many years there has been some minor research 

investigating the two Native American mounds on the LSU
campus, Mound A to the north, and Mound B to the south. 
Early research included coring and minor excavations
around the margins of the mounds, required when LSU built 
small brick walls to prevent people from driving their cars
over the mounds, something that occasionally happened 
until a student was run over in 1984 and killed while
sunbathing on Mound A. These remedial excavations found 
very few artifacts and charcoal dates produced calibrated 
ages in the 5-6,000 BP range. Results from the cores were 
generally inconclusive, although it was determined that 
the two mounds were built from very different sediment 
sources.

During the last 10 years, our group has employed a
number of geophysical imaging techniques, including 
electrical resistivity, cesium vapor magnetometer
gradiometer, and ground penetrating radar measurements
to investigate these mounds, and a large magnetic anomaly 
found on Mound A led to a proposal to take a core from
both mounds in 2009, and to an excavation over the Mound
A anomaly in 2012. Class projects in Geoarchaeology 
continued to study the mounds over the years, and in 2018, 
while the class was running, permission was granted
to excavate on the top of Mound B. It was during this
excavation that in-depth analysis of the 2009 cores from 
the mounds discovered ash beds containing burned bone, 
and these were then dated. Dates from the lower parts of 
each core produced a mean 14C calibrated age of ~9,000 BP
(N=8). This date makes the LSU mounds the oldest man-
made structure that is still in existence in the Western
Hemisphere, and some of the oldest structures on Earth.
In the upper parts of each core, a mean calibrated age of 
~6,000 BP (N=5) was determined, indicating a two-phase 
mound building event. The methods used and the results of 
this research will be reported.

BIOGRAPHY
Dr. Brooks Ellwood

is the Chair of the L.S.U. 
Department of Geology 
and Geophysics.  Dr.
Ellwood received his B.S. 
in Geology from Florida
State University in 1970, 
his M.S. in Geological
Oceanography form the
University of Rhode 
Island in 1974, and his
Ph.D. in Geophysics from
Ohio State University in
1976.  Dr. Ellwood held 
Assistant and Associate Professorships at the University 
of Georgia between 1977 and 1983, and Associate and
Full Professorships at University of Texas at Arlington
(U.T.A.) between 1983 and 1988.  He was Acting Chair of 
the Department of Geology at U.T.A. between 1989 and 
1992.  Dr. Ellwood joined the faculty at L.S.U. as a Professor 
of Geology and an Adjunct Professor of Geography and 
Anthropology.

Dr. Ellwood’s interests are the relatively new applications
in stratigraphy that allow regional and global correlation
using paleoclimate proxies. Tied to biostratigraphic
and geochemical data sets, magnetostratigraphy 
susceptibility can be used for high-resolution correlation
and interpretation of marine sedimentary sequences from 
around the world. Published and active research includes
samples throughout the Phanerozoic from a number of sites 
from North America, Europe, Africa and Asia.
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Drill with confidence.
Diversified Well Logging, LLC brings the accuracy and expertise 
only a company with over sixty years in the oil and gas industry 
can deliver. We are your eyes and ears in the field, especially when
it comes to deep water or high pressure, high temperature areas. 

DWL offers 24-hour formation evaluation. We provide secure 
and customized real-time data communication, in-house research
and development, and 24/7 on-call support for our equipment 
and our engineers. 

Whether you have a 10-day job or a 110-day job, we provide the 
specialized attention you require. Our experience means you can
be confident in the safety and performance of your well.

Serving the Oil and Gas Industry for Over 60 Years
,
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It’s rare that you can recollect what you were
doing exactly 20 years ago. In 1999 NOGS was 

reality and we would like to thank all of you so 

Street. NOGS has already been asked by 

highlight being a Brontosaurus Brass Band second 

Southeastern Louisiana University’s 
Professor Bruce Sherman’s Geology 101 classes lead 
the way with Robin Henderson, Lauren Gorman,
Melody Ainsworth, Myra Christophe, Amanda
Johnson, Aubree Weldon,

10 NOGS LOG
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Chase Falgout, Emma Higgins, Jade
Jones, Tamara Welch, Albert Bailey, 

Heather Mankel, Carolyn Beth Preston, Riley 
Bourg, Kechaunta Wilson, Kaylan Arcediano, 
Mckay Rayborn, Brayden Reeves, Seth Diaz, Gant 
Gautreaux, David Zapchenk, Taylor Narcisse, 
Taylor White, Grace Butzman, Chase Damate, 
Meagan Ross, Amelia Durham, Chasity Kyzar, 
Gianna Nastasi, Allyson Houeye, Mary Miller, 

Kelsin Franklin and Hailey Cunningham. 
UNO students included Jared Bullock, 

Nelsy Osorio, Sarah Sheppard, and Libby 
Henderson. LSU
of Rafael Villanueva, Joe Honings,
and Caroline Mierzejewski. Tulane’s

 and
Bobola Akintomide. Loyola’s
were Michael Estrada, Maddie Sanders

and trainer extraordinaire Anthony Rizzi. 

NOGS

Christy
Himel, Brenda Reilly, Lisa Kennedy, Dave Cope, 
Bill Vollenweider, Dianne Lynne, Doug Bradford,
Al Melillo, Regan French, Claire Renault, Elizabeth
Cornell, Ronald Bourgeois, Anna Strimas and 
daughter Lilly, Phillip Richardson and son Adam, 
Reino Clark, Beth Strickland, Rhonda Roederer, 
Peyton Madere Jim Brooks
and Bernie Regel. 

Lynn and Eddie Tate of the Harrison County 
Gem and Mineral Society

hunt. Major thanks to Charles Leche
Jared Bullock and Kraig Derstler for 

Emily Barnitz
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  MAY - OCT 2019

2019 EVENT LOCATION CONTACT / INFO

If you know of upcoming seminars or academic events that may be of interest to our members, please email the event details 
to Fran Wiseman at nogseditor@gmail.com to be included in the monthly calendar.

3 May

6 May

14 May

19-22 May

3 Jun

27-29 Jun

26-28 Aug

12 Oct

20 Oct

NOGS - PLANO - SPWLA
Golf Tournament

NOGS Luncheon Presenta  on
Speaker: Dr. Brooks Ellwood

Topic: LSU Campus Mound Excava  ons

Hands-On STEM Day
Core Element and the New Orleans Baby Cakes

AAPG 2019 Annual Conven  on & Exhibi  on
Henry B. Gonzalez Conven  on Center

NOGS Luncheon Presenta  on
Speaker: Ryan Weber • PaleoData, Inc.

"Microbio  c Response to Opening of the Gulf of Mexico:
Norphlet, Smackover, Haynesville"

Oil History Symposium and Field Trip
in New Brunswick, Canada

23rd Annual
Gulf of Mexico Deepwater Technical Symposium

Energy Day

New Orleans Pelicans and New Orleans Saints
Chevron STEM Fest

Benefi  ng Core Element

Bayou Oaks at City Park
New Orleans, LA

Holiday Inn Superdome

Shrine on Airline Ballpark
Metairie, Louisiana

San Antonio, Texas

Holiday Inn Superdome

New Brunswick, Canada

N.O. Downtown Marrio  
Conven  on Center

LA Children's Museum

10 am - 2 pm
Mercedes-Benz Superdome

Reserva  ons: www.nogs.org
Email: admin@nogs.org

Call: 504-348-3500

Reserva  ons: www.nogs.org
Email: admin@nogs.org

Call: 504-348-3500

h  ps://core4kids.org/team-view/
hands-on-stem-day/

h  ps://ace.aapg.org/2019

Reserva  ons: www.nogs.org
Email: admin@nogs.org

Call: 504-348-3500

www.petroleumhistory.org

h  p://www.deepwaternola.org/

Tom Bereon • 504-832-3772
tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com

h  ps://core4kids.org/team-view/
join-core-element-the-n-o-pelicans-
saints-for-stem-fest-presented-by-

chevron-october-20

2019
ADVERTISING RATES

The New Orleans Geological Society was formed in 1941, with an initial membership
of only 55. It has always been an active professional society and presently has a
membership of 500.

AD SIZE 2015 RATE NEW 2019 RATE!
Full Page (7.5"x10") $3500 $1750
Half Page (3.75"x10" or 7.5"x5" $1850 $925
Quarter Page (3.75"x5" or 7.5"x2.5") $1000 $500
Eighth Page (3.75"x2.5") $600 $300
Twelfth Page (3.75"x1.65") $375 $188
Note Size (3.75"x.75") $120 $60

 PREMIUM LOCATIONS
Inside Front Cover.........................................r +30%

 Opposite President's Page ............................+20%
 Opposite Oral Abstract ..................................+20%
 Inside Back Cover.........................................r +30%
 Outside Back Cover ......................................r +40%

50%
OFF
2015 Rates

Contact NOGS at:
admin@nogs.org
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Set your sights.

Gulf of Mexico
TGS provides industry-leading offshore seismic data using an innovative mix of technologies and 
unmatched imaging capabilities. Through strategic partnerships, we provide a comprehensive 
collection of advanced marine acquisition technologies for enhanced reservoir delineation, 
characterization and monitoring. TGS delivers the E&P industry unlimited potential with our 
collection of advanced offshore data including Declaration M-WAZ 3D survey, Fusion M-WAZ 3D, 
Otos Multibeam and Seep and Gigante 2D Multibeam and Seep programs. Explore the Gulf of 
Mexico with the right data, in the right place, at the right time.

See the energy at TGS.com

© 2017 TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company ASA. All rights reserved.
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OFFSHORE GULF OF MEXICO - SHELF AND DEEPWATER ACTIVITIES
by Al Baker

During March 2019, the U.S. Department 
of the Interior Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement (BSEE)
approved 90 Gulf of Mexico (GoM) drilling 

permits. Twenty of these were for shelf wells, and y 70 were for 
deepwater wells. Of the total number of permits, there were 13 new 
well permits; two were issued on the shelf and f 11 in deepwater.

The two shelf new well permits were for development wells.
One was issued to Arena Offshore for Eugene Island 275 #K-2, 
and the other to Cantium for Grand Isle 26 #1.

The 11 deepwater new well permits were for one exploration 
well and 10 development wells. The exploration new well permit 
was awarded to Chevron U.S.A. for Walker Ridge 758 #PS-3. 
BP Exploration & Production received 8 new development well 
permits for their Mad Dog North drilling program in Green
Canyon Block 825. The permits were for wells # 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14 and 15s. Additional new development well permits were
issued to W&T Offshore for Mississippi Canyon 800 #2 and to
Fieldwood Energy Offshore for Green Canyon 200 #A-11.

On March 29th, IHS-Petrodata reported that the GoM mobile
offshore rig supply stood at 71, which is 1 more than last month. The
marketed rig supply consisted of 41 rigs, of which 33 were under 
contract. The marketed rig supply number was 1 more than last 
month, and the contracted rig supply was 2 more than the previous
month. The marketed contracted versus total rig supply utilization
rate stood at 57.7%, and the marketed contracted versus marketed 
supply utilization rate stood at 80.5%. By comparison, the March

2018 total fl eet utilization rate stood at 42.9% (versus 46.5% today(( )yy
with 36 out of the 84 rigs under contract.

As of March 29th, Baker Hughes indicated that there were 23
active mobile offshore rigs in the GoM, which is 69.7% of the rigs 
under contract mentioned above. This active rigs number is 4 more
than as reported last month. Of the 23 rigs, 6 are located on the 
shelf, and ff 17 are in deepwater. At the same time last year, there 
were 12 mobile offshore rigs operating in the GoM or a 91.7% 
increase.

The Baker Hughes total U.S. rig count on March 29 stood 
at 1006 rigs, which is 41 fewer rigs than reported at the end of 
February 2018. Of the 1006 rigs, 816 (81.1%) are oil rigs and 190 
(18.9%) are gas rigs. A year ago, there were 993 rigs working in 
the U.S. Thus, the current rig fi gure represents a 1.3% increase in
rigs. Texas had the largest number of rigs with 491, which is slightly 
under half (48.8%) of the total number of rigs in the U.S. Louisiana
had a total of 65 rigs, up 1 rig from last month.

On March 20th, the U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of 
Ocean Energy (BOEM) held OCS Sale 252 in New Orleans. A
total of 30 companies participated in the lease sale submitting 
257 bids on 227 blocks. There were 20 bids for shelf blocksr and 
207 bids for deepwater tracts. The sum of the high bids was 
approximately $244.3 million. Shell Offshore was the top bidder 
exposing $84.8 million on 87 blocks. The highest bid in the sale
was $24,495,776 for Mississippi Canyon Block 801, which was 
submitted by Equinor Gulf of Mexico LLC. Equinor outbid three
other companies for this tract.
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69th Annual Gulf Coast Association 
of Geological Societies
2019 GCAGS Convention
October 23-25, Marriott Westchase, Houston
Hosted by the Houston Geological Society and the GCSSEPM
General Chair: Mike Erpenbeck, Vice Chair: Larry Bartell, GCAGS President: Deborah Sacrey

www.gcagshouston.com

LOUISIANA PINEY WOODSLO DLOUISIANA PINEY WOODOOOUUUIIISSSIIIAAANNNAAA PPPIIINNNEEEYYY WWWOOOOOODDD
OIL BOOMOIL BOOM

Jon L. Gibson, Author

Reviewed by Jeff  Spencer, GCAGS Historian

There has been li  le published on the history of early
oil and gas development in north-central Louisiana, so
Louisiana Piney Woods Oil Boom is a welcome addi  on
to the history of the state’s petroleum industry.
Gibson mixes detailed discussions of the discovery
of the Tullos-Urania fi eld (1925) and the Olla fi eld
(1940) with excerpts from tape-recorded interviews
(1983, 1993, and 1994) of oil fi eld workers. There is
a nice assortment of black and white photographs,
both from the early days of development and more
recent scenes photographed by the author. The rapid
growth of Tullos and the accompanying typical early
boomtown troubles are described in detail, including
the tent towns, hijacking, gambling, pros  tu  on, and
bootlegging. Being the only “wet” town in LaSalle
Parish didn’t help ma  ers!

The book includes sec  ons on drilling and comple  ng
wells, transpor  ng crude oil, and summaries of some
of the early oil operators, including H.L. Hunt who
was an early very successful operator in the area.
Gibson’s discussion of the geology of these shallow
Wilcox fi elds is excellent and understandable for most
readers. The author is also an accomplished ar  st,
including his sketches of fossils and oil rig parts. He

provides detailed informa  on, o  en from SONRIS,
on early wells’ drilling and comple  on, even including
serial numbers. There is a short, but excellent, oilfi eld
glossary included (p. 143–48).

Louisiana Piney Woods Oil Boom
Jon L. Gibson, Author
Pelican Publishing Co., Gretna, Louisiana, 2019, 155 pp.
ISBN: 978-1-455624553
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Geological
Geophysical

Land
Drafting & Graphics

516 Maryland Avenue
Metairie, LA 70003
(504) 481-7291
E-Mail: geodraft@bellsouth.net
Website: www.geodraftinc.com

Anthony Catalanotto
Manager

ROCK SOLID 
SERVICE

www.corelab.com 
337-837-8616

© 2013 Core Laboratories.
All rights reserved.

Covington Offi  ce
1001 Ochsner Blvd., Suite 200
Covington, Louisiana 70433
p: 985.801.4300
f: 985.801.4796

Houston Offi  ce Sco   Offi  ce
CityCentre Three 814 S. Frontage Rd.
842 W Sam Houston Pkwy N Sco  , LA 70583
Suite 600 p: 337.408.4000
Houston, Texas 77024 f: 337.408.4049
p: 281.752.1100
f: 281.752.1199

www.llog.com

Like us on Facebook!
OuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOOuOuOuOuOuOOuOuOuOOuuuOuOOOOOuuOuuOOurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr FaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFFFaFaFaFaFaFaaFaFaaFaFFFF cececececccececcecceccecceeccceccceceebobbobobobobobobobobobobobbbooobookokokokokokokokokokokokokookokkoooooookokk ppppppppppppppppppppppagagagagagagaggagagagagagagagaagagagagagagage ee e eee e ee eeeeeeeeeee fofofofofofofofoffofofofooofofofooofoor rr rrrrr rrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrr ththththhththththththtthttthththththht ee e e e e eeeeeeeeeeee NeNeNeNeNNeNeNeNeeNeNeeNeNeNeNeeeNeew ww w ww ww w wwwwwwwwwww OrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOOrOrOrOrOrOOOOOrOrleleleleleleleleleleleeelelleeanananannananannnanananaaaanaaanns s s s sss ss ss ss sss GeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGGGeeGeGeeeGeGeeeeololololololoololololololoollooooooo ogogogogogogogogogogogooogogogooogoogggogoggiciciciciciciciciciciciccciciicccii alalaalalaalalaalalalalaaalalaa SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSocococococococococococococcocoooccccoccccieieieieieieieieieieiieieieeieieeiieeieiietytytytytytytytytytytytytyttyttytytty iiiiiiiiiis s sss sssss sssssss a a a aa aa a aaaa grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrggrgrrreaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaaeaeaeeeaeeaeee tttttttttttttttt wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwwwaaawaw yy y yy y y yy y y yyyyy totototototototootototototototooooto ccccccccccccccccccconononononnonononoononnnnnononnonoonnnnnnnnnnnnenennnnneneneneneneneneneneenennnnnenennennnenenneeennennn ctctcctctctctctctctctctctctctttctctctctctt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitititiiititititititititititittitiitititti hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh otototototottootototoooottotoooootototototoooooootototttoooo heheheheheheheheheehehehehehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh rrrrr rrr rrrr gegegegegegegegegegegegegegeggegeeeggeggeggegg ololololoolololoollolollolollllloogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogoogoogggogggoooooggisisisisisisisisissisisissisisisistststststststsststststststssttstts aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndnddndndndnddndddnddd 
kekekekekekekekekekekeekekekekekekkeeekekkkeeeepepepepepepepepeppeepepeepepeeeeppeeepp uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuppppp p p p pp p ppppppppppp pppppppp tototototototototototototoootootooo ddddddddddddddddddddatatatatatatatatatataatataatatataatttttttttttttte e ee ee eeee e eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwwwiwiwiwiwwiwwiwwiwwwwwiwiww thtttthtththththhththtththththtththth ttttttttttttttttttheheheheheehehehehehehehehheheeheheeheeeeeeeeeee llllllllllllllatatatatatatatatatatatatatatteseseseseesessessesesesesesessseessseseseeee t tt t t t ttt tttt t NONONONONONONOONONONONONONONONONONONNNNNNNONNN GSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGSGGSGSGSGGGSGSGSGSS eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevevevevevveveveveveveveveeeeveeevvveeevveveeveveeentntntntntntnttntntntntnntntnnttnn s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,ss,ss,s,s,, vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvididdididididiididdidididdidiidiidddddididdidddeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeeoeooeoeoeeeos,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,ssss,ss,ss,s,, uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuupdpdpdpdpdpdpdpdpdpdpdpddpdpdpdpddddpddddddppp atatatataatatatatatataaataatattaaaa esesesesesesesesesesesessessesseesess,,,,, ,, , ,,,,, aanananananananananananannnaanaannnannandddddddddddddddd fufufufufffufufufufuuuuuufufufufuufufufufufufufuuf n n nnnnnn nnnnnnn nn n nnnnnnnnnnnn gegegegegegegegegegeggeeeeegggeggegeeggegggeggggggeggeeggg ololollololololoololoolololloooololooololololollooo ogogogogogogogogogogogogggogogooogoggogogooooggoggoogogoooggy yy y y y yy y y yy yyyyyyyyyy tititititititititititittititittttititttiiitidbdbdbbdbdbddbdbdbdbdbdbdbbddbdbddbdbdbdbbbd itititititittititttitititititttitits.s.s.s.sss.sss.ss.s.s.s.s.s.s.s.

Find us at https://www.facebook.com/nogs.org/

Lik F b k!
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THE NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC. FONO FUND

The Memorial Foundation is an IRS Tax Exempt Code #501(c)(3) organization. The
Federal I.D. is 72-1220999. Please consider making a donation to the Foundation.
Your individual support in any amount will help meet the IRS Guidelines for our 
Foundation. Thanks!

The FONO Fund accepts contributions that are invested 
and the income dedicated to assure suffi cient fi nancial
resources will always be available to maintain the NOGS
business offi ce. Contributors are reminded that donations
to the FONO Fund are not covered by the IRS 501(c)(3) tax
exempt classifi cation and should be reported as a business
expense on your IRS tax report.

$250 TO $499

UP TO $249

UP TO $249
Gibbet Hill Foundation

In Memory of Steve & Marion Millendorf, William J. Prutzman,
Roger G. Vincent, Ron Youngblood, Uno Numella and Dr. Robert T. Sellars, Jr.

Mr. Woods W. Allen, Jr.
 In Memory of William C. Ward
Mr. Maurice Birdwell
 In Memory of Al Gilreath
Mr. Hilary James Brook
Mr. Rob Burnett
Chevron Humankind Matching Funds
Mr. Arthur Christiansen

In Memory of Tom Klekamp
Mr. Carlo C. Christina

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser
Carlo and Beverly Christina

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Trudy and Charles Corona
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson,
 Peter G. Gray, Willis E. Conatser,
 James "Jim" A. Hartman, PhD
 and all deceased former past
 presidents of NOGS
Mr. Merle J. Duplantis
Mrs. Linda P. Fulton
 In Memory of Tom Klekamp

Mr. Edward J. Graham
Mr. Kenneth Huffman
Mr. Alex G. Janevski
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Mr. Gregory Janevski
Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. Klekamp
 In Memory of Tom Klekamp
Mr. Joel K. Klekamp
 In Memory of Tom Klekamp
Mr. Tom Klekamp
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Ms. Margaret M. McKinney
Mr. Chris McLindon
New Orleans Geological Auxiliary (NOGA)
 In Memory of Earleen Rodan
Mr. Richard Olsen
Mrs. Teresa M. O'Neill

In Memory of Brian J. O'Neill
Mr. William S. Peirce
Mr. Jack N. Peterson M.D. and Mr. Tom R. Young

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson

Contributions for both funds for one year through February 2019. Donations are listed for one year.

Mr. Joseph E. Boudreaux

Mr. Merle J. Duplantis

Mr. Dwight Easterly

Mr. Kenneth Huffman

Mr. Tom Klekamp

Mr. James R. Landrem

Ms. Jeannie F. Mallick

Ms. Margaret M. McKenney

Mr. William S. Peirce

Mr. Edward B. Picou, Jr.

Mr. Bay Salmeron

Mr. David M. Tatum

Mr. Roy C. Walther

$10,000

$7,783.87

Penny and Jack Bryant
In Memory of Art Johnson,
Willis Conatser and Frank Rogers

Mr. Carlo C. Christina
In Memory of Al Gilreath

Mr. Jeff Jandegian
In Memory of Dr. Raymond W. "Ray" 
Stephens, Jr., Ron Youngblood
and Dr. William W. Craig

Mr. Reuben J. Klibert, Jr.
In Memory of James Wade Klibert

NOGS/PLANO Golf Tournament

Cecil and Tanya Pickens
In Memory of Willis E. Conatser

Mr. Edward B. Picou, Jr.
In Memory of James "Jim" A. Hartman, PhD
In Memory of Tom Klekamp

 In Memory of Robert "Bob" Branson
Ms. Nancy Shepard

In Memory of Clark Kinler
In Memory of Alfred P. Daigle

Shell Matching Funds
Dr. J. O. Snowden
Ms. Candace V. Strahan
 In Memory of Raymond W. "Ray" Stephens, Jr.,  
 and James R. Strahan for The Bill Craig Fund
Mr. David M. Tatum
Mr. William M. Whiting

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Yeldell

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser

$1,000
Chevron Your Cause

Volunteer Hours William D. Haworth and Allen J. Melillo
Mr. Armour C. Winslow

In Memory of Rita Menzel Winslow and Lawrence C. Menconi

$500
Mr. Thomas C. Bergeon
Mr. Edward Falis, Sampling Associates International, LLC

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser and Mr. Arthur H. Johnson

Mr. Edward B. Picou, Jr.
In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson,
Willis E. Conatser, Bernard L. Hill, Jr.,
and Russell H. Nordwell

Mr. William M. Whiting
In Memory of Tom Klekamp
In Memory of Gene Cobb
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GEOLOGY
ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT

GEM Consulting, LTD

EDWARD B. PICOU, JR.
Shell - Retired
504-975-3096

ANSYTHE
Donald I. Andrews

504-887-3432

THE BOEBEL COMPANY
Oil and Gas Investments

New Orleans, LA 70153 (504) 866-4313

BOO-KER OIL & GAS CORP.
 Gray S. Parker
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Mike Fein, NOGS Awards Chairman, presents the 2018 NOGS Best Paper Award to Paul Post

Arsalan Tashmukhsmbetov, Editor of SGS Refl ections 
with Dr. Ramil Ahmador (April Luncheon Speaker) of New
England Research in Houston

Science Fair winner Isabella Pita with her teacher, Honorary
Life Member Cathy Boucval

NOGS APRIL LUNCHEON
"Non-Destruc  ve, Automated Scanning of Fine-Scale Geological, Petrophysical

and Geomechanical Rock Proper  es and Its Value in Reservoir Characteriza  on"
Dr. Ramil Ahmador

New England Research • Houston, Texas
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