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Women Geoscientist Role Model

Volunteers Needed!

Saturday
September 29th
University of New Orleans

New Orleans, LA
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Contact Tom Bergeon for additional details
Tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com or 504.832.3772
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on the cover
Cover photo courtesy of the US Geological Survey

Kilauea, Hawaii Volcano Na  onal Park — Hawaii

This picture was taken was taken in the Hawaii Volcano
Na  onal Park. The park was established as part of the Hawaii
Na  onal Park on August 1, 1916, and renamed  Hawaii
Volcano Na  onal Park on September 22, 1961. Hawaii
Volcano Na  onal Park was designated a Biosphere Reserve
in 1980 and a World Heritage Site on December 10, 1987. 

This is a picture of the Kilauea Volcano summit collapse on
Friday, June 29, 2018. It created an explosion equivalent to a
5.2-magnitude earthquake, the U.S. Geological Survey said.

From the Editor

Fran
Fran Wiselady,

NOGS LOG Editor

I’m back at it, your NOGS LOG editor again. The past editor, Laura Sorey, has done an excellent
job as editor and I hope I can do as well. Thank you Laura. Also thanks to Ed Picou, Anne  e, and Tom
Klekamp for ge   ng me started in the new workfl ow. 

The biggest geology story in the news today is the volcanic ac  vity in Hawaii and Guatemala. The destruc  on
and deaths are just devasta  ng. As of this wri  ng 600 homes on the Big Island have been destroyed and 100+ deaths in
Guatemala. Kilauea, a shield volcano, has spewed 4 billion cubic feet of lava since the ini  al erup  ons on May 3rd and the
shape of the island has been redefi ned. Guatemala’s Mount Fuego, a stratovolcano, created deadly, fast moving pyroclas  c
erup  ons and fl ows. Despite the horrible aspects of this destruc  on, watching the erup  ons and lava fl ow is beau  ful and
fascina  ng. There are webcams in Hawaii that are so addic  ng, it’s hard to stop watching.  It is so awesome.

Send any comments or correc  ons to nogseditor@gmail.com

Published monthly by the New Orleans Geological
Society. This issue was sent to press on June 30, 2018.

Interested in contributing to the NOGS LOG?
Please submit items by the 1st Friday of the month to
nogseditor@gmail.com. Advertising requests should
contact NOGS at admin@nogs.org.
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As I write to you for the fi rst  me as President, it
goes without saying that NOGS is in a period of great
transi  on. Due to a decrease in adver  sing revenue,
and maybe to the inexorable march of progress, these
words are more likely to come to you via pixels rather
than print. In a further cost-saving measure, the NOGS
board chose to allow the lease on our offi  ce to expire
in May. And by now you have likely heard that our
offi  ce manager, Anne  e Hudson, will soon re  re. I
have been tasked with steering the ship through these
changes, so it seems prudent to share my vision on
how that will be done, as I will need the help of all of 
you to guide us forward. 

Maintain the path toward fi scal solvency. The
last few years have been a trying  me for the oil
and gas industry, and those diffi  cul  es are shared
for a professional society like ours which relies on
the generosity of individuals and companies who,
in good  mes, can aff ord to provide us support.
Importantly, we have to ensure that the tough
choices we make do not hurt the future of the
Society. 

Grow our membership. If NOGS is going to 
remain a viable professional society, we need to
grow. At AAPG this May, I learned that AAPG has
seen the largest loss of members since the mid-
80s. The loss of revenue that we are experiencing
as an affi  liate is exactly mirrored at a na  onal level.
The same tough fi nancial conversa  ons are being
held, and our membership rolls face the same
threats. I believe we will do this with the spirit of 
inclusiveness that I have felt at every NOGS event,
and by demonstra  ng our value as a professional
organiza  on to the New Orleans geological
community. 

Maintain our core mission. I will not list all of 
the events and ac  vi  es that NOGS hosts on
an annual basis as you will hear from me about
these throughout the year. The sheer volume is

FROM THE

PRESIDENT
ALE X  JANE VSKI

staggering, and I am fond of telling colleagues in
other ci  es that we are a society that punches
well above our weight. We will con  nue to fi nd
outstanding luncheon speakers. We will con  nue
our support of local schools, universi  es, and
museums. On August 27th, you will once again see
the NOGS Geoscience Seminar at the 22nd Annual
Deepwater Technical Symposium. NOGS will also
join the Louisiana Geological Survey in presen  ng
the Louisiana Coastal Geology Symposium at LSU,
July 10-11th. And we will con  nue to organize great
ac  vi  es throughout the year for the enjoyment of 
the Society’s members.

Addi  onally, I would like to thank the outgoing
members of the NOGS Board and welcome the
incoming. For those who do not know, President Chris
McLindon had one of the shortest tenures of a NOGS
Vice President as he was pressed into service almost
immediately to become President, steering us through
a tumultuous moment for the Society. Robert Rooney
stepped in to become Vice President and has organized
our outstanding program of luncheon speakers.
Margaret McKinney con  nued serving diligently as
Treasurer in a  me of challenged Society fi nances.
Grant Black provided a clear organizing presence as
Secretary and has generously found a physical mee  ng
loca  on for the Board at Chevron’s downtown offi  ce.
Laura Sorey maintained a high quality of the NOGS
LOG for a second year, while making a big professional 
change. And thanks to the Directors, Brenda Reilly,
Jennifer Connolly, and Dave Reiter, whose reservoir
of knowledge is indispensable for the func  oning of 
NOGS.

Our new board features Chris McLindon, taking
another swing at Vice President; Robert Rooney
returns as President-Elect; Grant Black will move to
Editor-Elect, and Fran Wiseman will rejoin the board
as NOGS LOG Editor. And also joining us are Shara 
Gremillion as Secretary, David Culpepper as Treasurer,
and Chuck Holman returns to the Board as a Director. 

Please thank the former and incoming members of 
the board if you see them. 

In closing, if you are interested in becoming more
ac  ve in NOGS we have a variety of commi  ees
to par  cipate in, including many which have gone
dormant. Send me an email if you are interested and
help me fulfi ll the vision that I see for NOGS in the
coming year.

Alex Janevski
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SAVE THE DATE!
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NOGS Contact Information
Email: admin@nogs.org  •  Website: www.nogs.org
P.O. Box 58108 • New Orleans, LA 70158.
Correspondence and all luncheon reservations should be sent to the above address.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Company Phone E-mail
President G. Alex Janevski Shell 504-425-6214 gregory.janevski@shell.com 

mVice President Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
Secretary Shara Gremillion USM Student 504-554-0319 shara.gremillion@usm.edu

mTreasurer David B. Culpepper The Culpepper Group, LLC 985-264-1677 dculpepper@theculpeppergroup.com
President-Elect Robert Rooney Robert M. Rooney Inc. 504-460-0319 robmrooney@aol.com
Editor Fran Wiseman Retired - BOEM 504-615-5170 snowde.fran@gmail.com
Director 2019 Jennifer Connolly Shell 504-425-6411 jennifer.connolly@shell.com
Director 2020 David Reiter Talos Energy LLC 504-593-3623 david.reiter@talosenergy.com
Director 2021 Charles W. Holman  504-975-6735 charleswholman@bellsouth.net

COMMITTEE Chairperson
AAPG Delegates William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
AAPG Student Chapter Sam B. Shrull LSU 281-705-3254 sshrul2@lsu.edu
AAPG Student Chapter Tushar Bishnoi Tulane University  tbishnoi@tulane.edu
AAPG Student Chapter Joshua Flathers UNO 504-952-6437 jrfl athe@uno.edu
Advertising-Log TBD

mAuditing Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
Awards Michael N. Fein  504-717-6465 1feinmn1@cox.net

mBallot David B. Culpepper The Culpepper Group, LLC 985-264-1677 dculpepper@theculpeppergroup.com
Best Paper Bay Salmeron Chevron  832-854-6431 bay.salmeron@chevron.com
Entertainment Robert Rooney Robert M. Rooney Inc. 504-460-0319 robmrooney@aol.com
Environmental TBD
External Affairs John E. Johnston III Louisiana Geological Survey 225-931-6622 hammer@lsu.edu
Finance and Investment Margaret McKinney TGS 504-524-3450 margaret.mckinney@tgs.com
Historical Edward B. Picou, Jr. Retired - Shell 504-975-3096 epicou@bellsouth.net
Membership/Directory TBD
New Geoscientists (NGNO) Rachel Carter  913-710-8021 r_carter@me.com 
Nominating Brenda Reilly  504-430-4240 brendaereilly@hotmail.com
Non-Technical Education Duncan Goldthwaite Consultant 504-887-4377 DGldthwt@aol.com

mOffi ce Operations Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
Publications Sales Edward B. Picou, Jr.  Retired - Shell 504-975-3096 epicou@bellsouth.net
School Outreach Thomas C. Bergeon Upstream Exploration 504-832-3772 tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com
Special Projects TBD 

NOGS LOG STAFF
Editor Fran Wiseman Retired - BOEM 504-615-1570 snowde.fran@gmail.com
Editor-Elect Grant Black Chevron 918-906-4485 gblack@chevron.com
Auxiliary NOGA Offi cers and Directors NOGA
Drill Bits Al Baker Beacon Exploration, LLC 504-836-2710 ABaker1006@aol.com
Drill Bits Carlo C. Christina Retired - C & R Expl. Inc.  carlocc398@aol.com
Drill Bits Kevin Trosclair BOEM 504-202-7997 kevintrosclair@gmail.com
Staff Photographer Arthur Christensen Shalimar Consulting 985-893-2013 arthur_shalimar@yahoo.com
Layout / Printing Kristee Brown Creative Graphics & Printing, LLC 985-626-5223 kpbrown@bellsouth.net 
Webmaster Charles Miller OCSBBS Website 

NOGS AUXILIARY
Offi cers  Phone Directors Year Phone
President Margie Conatser 504-469-2496 Penny Bryant 2017-19 504-831-7744
Vice-President Camille Yeldell 504-835-7467 Loretto Stephens 2017-19 504-451-3472
Secretary Linda Peirce  504-289-6585 Judy Lemarié 2018-20 504-393-8659
Treasurer Mary Walther   504-392-9332 Peggy Rogers 2018-20 504-392-6323
Parliamentarian Alma Dunlap 504-737-2678   
Member-at-Large Trudy Corona 504-737-6101
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NOGS CONTACT LIST
Continued from previous page

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  Company Phone E-mail
2018-2019 Chairman Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com
2018-2019 Secretary G. Alex Janevski Shell 504-425-6214 gregory.janevski@shell.com
2018-2019 Trustee Kelli Hardesty ERM 504-846-9245 kelli.hardesty@erm.com
2018-2019 Trustee William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2019-2020 Trustee David Reiter Talos Energy LLC 504-593-3623 david.reiter@talosenergy.com
2019-2020 Trustee TBD
2020-2021 Trustee TBD
2020-2021 Trustee TBD

AAPG DELEGATES
Term Ends
2018 Earl Cumming Reservoir Frameworks LLC 985-630-6898 earlcumming@bellsouth.net
2018 William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2018(a) Dave Balcer   balcer@bellsouth.net
2020 Elizabeth McDade   elizabeth_mcdade@fmi.com
2020(a) G. Alex Janevski Shell 504-425-6214 gregory.janevski@shell.com

July 10-11
Louisiana Coastal Geology Symposium

Dalton J Woods Auditorium • LSU • Baton Rouge, Louisiana
For more information: www.lsu.edu/ces/conferences/lcgs2018/indwx.php

September 22
Energy Day

11 am - 3 pm • Louisiana Children's Museum
For more info, Tom Bergeon at tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com

August 27-29
22nd Annual Gulf of Mexico Deepwater Technical Symposium

N.O. Downtown Marriott Convention Center • New Orleans, Louisiana
For more information: www.deepwaternola.org/p

September 29
Girl Scouts B.I.G. Event

9:30 am - 2 pm • University of New Orleans • New Orleans, Louisiana
For more info, info@stratigraphyhelp.com or 720-434-3864

July 9 • NOGS Luncheon
Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome

$3.00 validated parking in hotel garage

Presentation:

The Zama Discovery in Salina del Istmo Basin, Offshore Tabasco:
"New Dawn" for Offshore Mexico Exploration

Guest Speakerp :

David Kosmitis
Talos Energy LLC • Houston, Texas

See page 8 and 9 for Abstract and Biography

HOLIDAY INN DOWNTOWN SUPERDOME ADMISSION:
 Check with concierge or  With reservation ..................................... $30.00
 front desk for location. Without reservation ............................... $35.00
 Lunch served at 11:30 am  Student Member with reservations.............. FREE

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED!
VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED!



JULY 2018 8 NOGS LOG

The Zama Discovery in Salina del Istomo Basin,
Offshore Tobasco: "New Dawn"
for Offshore Mexico Exploration

Presented by

David Kosmitis
Talos Energy LLC • Houston, Texas

July 9 NOGS Luncheon Presentation
 at the Holiday Inn Superdome 

ABSTRACT
The Talos Energy Zama #1, the first private-

sector exploration well operated in Mexico in
78 years, was drilled in May-July of 2017 in
Block 7, offshore Tabasco in 166m water. The
Zama structure was identified prior to the
leasing round using 3D narrow-azimuth seismic
data, and consists of an upthrown fault block 
with three-way closure on the f lank of a salt 
structure in the eastern Salina del Istmo basin. 
A gross sandstone reservoir interval of 344 
meters was penetrated, containing 29.6º API
oil. The estimated reserves make Zama one 
of the most significant offshore discoveries
globally in several years.

An array of tools and techniques was used to
define, drill, and evaluate the Zama prospect.
These include: 1) pre-drill AVO analysis
calibrated to seismic data using existing well
control, 2) structural and stratigraphic analysis 
to frame the prospect in proper context, 3)
petrophysical analysis using XRD mineralogy 
and image logs, 4) forward modeling for
pre-drill stratigraphic control and reservoir 
thickness, 5) a full suite of LWD and wire
line logs (including elemental spectroscopy,
formation pressure testing, and fluid sampling),
6) combined biostratigraphic and petrologic 
(XRD and XRF) analyses performed on cuttings 
while drilling, and PVT analysis.

The reservoir section is dominated by 
amalgamated, very fine-grained to fine-grained,
highly feldspathic, consolidated sandstones
with low clay and carbonate contents.
Structural mapping and biostratigraphy suggest 
sediment may have been fed into an evolving
Late Miocene mini-basin from a focused entry 
point, and deposited as a confined slope-fan
complex. The base of the reservoir section
coincides with a significant unconformity 
related to salt tectonics. XRF elemental
chemostratigraphy recognized 20 zones within
the overall Oligocene-Pleistocene section,
largely driven by changes in heavy mineral
and clay composition. Distinctive elemental 
changes occur across the base-of-reservoir
unconformity, while more subtle variations 
appear useful for intra-reservoir subdivision. 
After pressure-gradient data confirmed only 
one hydrostatic system in the reservoir, a f luid 
sample was acquired. Wellbore conditions
precluded acquisition of cores, so there is still
much to learn about the details of the Zama 
reservoir.

With the success of this integrated approach,
the Zama #1 discovery has thus far lived up
to its Mayan namesake, “City of Dawn”, and
hopefully signals a new era for exploration in
Mexico.
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BIOGRAPHY
David Kosmitis has 35 years of exploration and development 

experience in various basins in the Gulf Coast of North America and
seven countries around the world. His efforts have produced numerous
discoveries in both clastic and carbonate environments. His primary 
efforts have been historically focused on prospect generation and 
development utilizing the full integration of geological and geophysical 
data. He has a Bachelor of Science in Geology from Memphis University.

"And Looking Ahead . . ."

The next luncheon will be held on August 6. Our guest speaker, Kirsten Siebach from Rice University, will present 
"Sedimentary Records from Another World: Exploring Gale Crater Basin with the Curiosity Rover." Contact 
NOGS at admin@nogs.org or use the PayPal link at www.nogs.org to make your reservation.

THE JUNE LUNCHEON RESERVATION DEADLINE IS JULY 6. 

Halokinesis and Sequence 
Stratigraphy of Salt Plays 
Sept 17-21, 2018  

$4250/person  – this price includes tuition, course manuals, exercise materials, hotels, all meals, transportation and pick-
and-drop from the airport, and 1-hour long overflight. To register e-mail us: info@stratigraphyhelp.com or call (720) 434-
3864 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
• Geologists 
• Geophysicists 
• Petrophysicists 
• Engineers 
This course is meant for all who are working on mobile 
substrate basins, especially the GOM, Angola and Brazil 

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 
• Chartered flight over structures produced by salt     
    tectonics 
• Seismic-scale diapirs  
• Minibasins in outcrop 
• Core workshop on salt-encased reservoir sandstone 

YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO: 
• Relate seismic facies to reservoir and non-reservoir  
   rocks 
• Interpret salt-related plays on seismic data 
• Determine timing of deposition vs salt movement 
• Describe mixed evaporite-carbonate-siliciclastic  
   successions 

www.stratigraphyhelp.com 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  JULY - SEPTEMBER 2018

2018 EVENT LOCATION CONTACT / INFO

If you know of upcoming seminars or academic events that may be of interest to our members, please email the event details 
to Fran Wiseman at nogseditor@gmail.com to be included in the monthly calendar.

Independence Day

NOGS Luncheon Presenta  on
"The Zama Discovery in Salina del Istmo Basin, Off shore
Tabasco: 'New Dawn' for Off shore Mexico Explora  on"

Speaker: David Kosmi  s • Talos Energy, LLC

Louisiana Coastal Geology Symposium

NOGS Luncheon Presenta  on
"Sedimentary Records from Another World: Exploring

Gale Crater Basin with the Curiosity Rover"
Speaker: Kirsten Siebach • Rice University

Geoscience Opening Seminar
and the 22nd Annual Gulf of Mexico

Deepwater Technical Symposium

NOGS Luncheon Presenta  on
Speaker & Topic: TBA

Applied Stra  graphix
"Halokinesis and Sequence Stra  graphy of Salt Plays"

Energy Day

Girl Scouts B.I.G.
Believe in GIRLS Event

Holiday Inn Superdome

LSU
Baton Rouge, LA

Holiday Inn Superdome

N.O. Downtown Marrio  
Conven  on Center

Holiday Inn Superdome

11 am - 3 pm
LA Children's Museum

9:30 am - 2 pm
UNO • New Orleans, LA

anne  e@nogs.org
or 504-561-8980

h  p://www.lsu.edu/ces/conferences/
lcgs2018/index.php

anne  e@nogs.org
or 504-561-8980

h  p://www.deepwaternola.org/

anne  e@nogs.org
or 504-561-8980

info@stra  graphyhelp.com
720-434-3864

Tom Bereon • 504-832-3772
tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com

Tom Bereon • 504-832-3772
tom.bergeon@upstreamexp.com

4 Jul

9 Jul

10-11 Jul

6 Aug

27-29 Aug

10 Sep

17-21 Sep

22 Sep

29 Sep

BEACH SAFETY: HOW TO SURVIVE A RIP CURRENT
Since so many of us spend our summer days at the beach, it never hurts to know what to do if you fi nd yourself caught

in a rip current. The instruc  ons below may save your life!
If you're caught in a rip current, do NOT try to swim against the current; it will only  re you out. If you're s  ll able to

swim, then swim parallel to the shore to break the current's grip. If you become too  red to swim, try to fl oat on your
back, wave your arms and shout for help. Above all, do not panic! Even if you're unable to break the grip, the rip current
will eventually release you.

Don't fi ght it • Stay calm • Swim out parallel to the shore if you're able, fl oat if you're not • Call for help

GrapGrapGGrapGrapGrapGrapGraprapGrapGraGraprapappGGGrapGrappphhihichihichic hic hhhhi credit: t:t::tttt: httphttphttphttphttphttphttptth ppphttphttppppppppppppp://l://l//://l://///://l://////lifefefesfesifesififfeffeifei eiiiffesfffeeeessssifeifesssavinavaviaviniavinavinaaavi g.cog.cog.cog m.aum.aum.auu/rip/ripripp/ripprip/ripripriprip/riii/ri/ri/rip/rip/rip/rip/ripiipps/s/s/s/s/s/ss/s/s/s/s/s/s/s/s/sss////
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Drill with confidence.
Diversified Well Logging, LLC brings the accuracy and expertise 
only a company with over sixty years in the oil and gas industry 
can deliver. We are your eyes and ears in the field, especially when
it comes to deep water or high pressure, high temperature areas. 

DWL offers 24-hour formation evaluation. We provide secure 
and customized real-time data communication, in-house research
and development, and 24/7 on-call support for our equipment 
and our engineers. 

Whether you have a 10-day job or a 110-day job, we provide the 
specialized attention you require. Our experience means you can
be confident in the safety and performance of your well.

Serving the Oil and Gas Industry for Over 60 Years
,
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New Orleans Geological Auxiliary Membership Application
Name Spouse's Name

Address Home Phone

City, State, Zip Cell Phone

Spouse's Company Email
Dues: $25 payable to New Orleans Geological Auxiliary

Please mail to Mary Walther, 2421 Prancer St., New Orleans, LA 70131

New Orleans Geological Auxiliary News
“The objective of the Auxiliary is to promote fellowship among the wives of the members“Th bj ti f th A ili i t t f ll hi th i f th b
of the New Orleans Geological Society and to render assistance to NOGS upon request.”

NOGA Annual Mee  ng and Luncheon
The ladies of the New Orleans Geological Auxiliary 

met on Wednesday, May 9 for their annual mee  ng 
and luncheon at the New Orleans Country Club. A 
lovely day was planned by Penny Bryant and Alma 
Dunlap. A wonderful lunch was followed by delicious 
peppermint ice cream with chocolate sauce, enjoyed 
by all.

It was good to see Judy Lemairié, joined by her 
daughter, Jane Finn, and Judy Sabaté.  Both of them 
are recovering from falls earlier this year. Other guests 
included Anne  e Hudson, offi  ce secretary for NOGS, 
invited by Alma Dunlap and Judy Drez, long  me friend 
of Mary Walther. 

Much of the conversa  on was about vaca  ons 
planned for this summer. Several couples have trips to 
Alaska on their agenda.

Vice President, Camille Yeldell, took to the podium
on behalf of President Margie Conataser who was
travelling with her family. Camille introduced the new
Loyalty Award recipient, Trudy Corona. Trudy has been
very involved with the auxiliary for many years, serving
on many commi  ees, and serving as several offi  cers,
including President. She has also off ered her home for
many events. Congratula  ons Trudy!

Lastly, the 2018-19 board was introduced and each
presented with a bronze colored rose. The offi  cers
are: President Margie Conatser, Vice President Camille
Yeldell, Secretary Linda Peirce (also out of town), and
Treasurer Mary Walther. Board members for 2017-19
are Penny Bryant and Lore  a Stephens, and Board
members for 2018-20 are Judy Lemarié and Peggy
Rogers.

Thank You to the 2018 Golf Tournament Sponsors!
NOGS, PLANO, and SPWLA thank the following sponsors for making the 2018 Golf Tournament
benefi tting the Children’s Museums on the North and South Shore successful.
Baker Hughes GE • Cantium LLC • E & B Natural Resources • Geomark Research • Halliburton

Helis Oil and Gas Company, LLC • Tom Klekamp • LaBay Exploration Co. LLC • LLOG
OCSBBS • Rising Natural Resources • Seismic Exchange • Upstream Exploration LLC

Weatherford Laboratories • William W. Whiting
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Set your sights.

Gulf of Mexico
TGS provides industry-leading offshore seismic data using an innovative mix of technologies and 
unmatched imaging capabilities. Through strategic partnerships, we provide a comprehensive 
collection of advanced marine acquisition technologies for enhanced reservoir delineation, 
characterization and monitoring. TGS delivers the E&P industry unlimited potential with our 
collection of advanced offshore data including Declaration M-WAZ 3D survey, Fusion M-WAZ 3D, 
Otos Multibeam and Seep and Gigante 2D Multibeam and Seep programs. Explore the Gulf of 
Mexico with the right data, in the right place, at the right time.

See the energy at TGS.com

© 2017 TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company ASA. All rights reserved.
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South Louisiana and Offshore Gulf of Mexico
Exploration and Production Activities

LAFAYETTE DISTRICT, ONSHORE AREA
By Carlo C. Christina and Kevin J. Trosclair

NEW LOCATIONS    

n Lafourche Parish,In Lake Long Field, (A),
Energy Operating has drilled the #32S2 E SL 328
7S-19E to a total depth of 11,150 feet and hasin 1
casing to total depth and released the rig.run 

OTE—(NO State Lease 328 was awarded to S. A. 
dry on November 13, Gui 1935—83 years ago. It 
ered 9,000 acres and was obtained for a cove bonus

$8,000. or $.89 per acreof $ , with a 1/8th royalty. 
e lease was later assigned to Fohs Oil CompanyThe
o drilled the discovery well in 1937. More thanwho
wells have been drilled on the state lease. (SN125 
955)250

LLOX has drilled its #2 EMC Fee inL Bayou
uba Field, (B)Cou , St. Charles Parish to a total 
th of 13,852 feet in Sec. 2, 15S-21E. Casingdept
been set to total depth and the well will behas 

forated in a Cib op sand in the interval 13,578perf
3,619 feet. (SN 250965)to 1

n Beauregard Parish,In West Cow Pen Creek 
ld, (C)Fiel , Fontainebleau Operating will drill the
Mineral Res 21 to a proposed total depth of #2 M

600 feet to test Wilcox sands.  It is located in11,6
. 21, 6S-10W, approximately 4000 feet west of Sec.
duction. (SN 251043)prod

Marquis Resources is drilling below 2547 feet M
ts #1 Franklin inin it North Woodlawn Field, (D),
Jefferson Davis Parish. It will be drilled to ain J
oposed total depth of 11,440 feet, in Sec. 20,pro
8S-6W. (SN 251033)8

In Plaquemines Parish, Burrwood Field,
(E), Hilcorp Energy is drilling its #1 SL
21729 below 14,200 feet, with a proposed 
bottom hole location S 87 W, 9832 feet from
the surface location. The well is located in
Sec. 2, 25S-30E. (SN 250967)

ring the months of April and May, the Offi ce of Conservation, Lafayette District, issued a totalDur
24 permits to drill for oil and gas in the Lafayette District. Following are the most interestingof 2
d signifi cant locations:and

COMPLETIONS
Interstate Explorations has completed an oil

well in Bayou Sorrel Field, (F), Iberville Parish, 
in Sec. 98, 10S-10E. The #1 Five Star Royalty was
drilled to a total depth of 11,100 feet and completed 
fl owing 408 BOPD through perforations 9990 to
9993 feet. (SN 250253)

In Plaquemines Parish, West Delta Block 83 
Field, (G), Hilcorp Energy has completed an oil
well in its #3 MQ OJ POD IN Sec. 36, 24S-30E,
fl owing 1195 BOPD and 821 MCFD through
perforations 11,180 to 11,220 feet. (SN 250832)

Castex Energy has completed an excellent gas
well in Bayou Goreau Field, (H), Terrebonne 
Parish. The #1 SL 21615 was drilled in Sec.
34, 21S-13E. It was completed in Dis 12 Sands
through perforations 17,244 to 17,320 and 17,344
to 17,370 having more than 100 feet of feet of gas
sands, fl owing 6757 MCFGD and 744 BCPD. In
addition to the completion sands an additional
50 feet of pay is found below this section AND
additional productive sands are found between
16,450 and 16,950 feet. SN (250499)

OFFSHORE
GULF OF MEXICO

SHELF AND DEEPWATER ACTIVITIES
by Al Baker

During May 2018, the BOEM approved 81
Gulf of Mexico drilling permits. Sixteen of these 
were for shelf wells, and f 65 were for deepwater
wells. Of the total number of permits, there were
no new well permits issued in deepwater or on 
the shelf. This is the fi rst time that no new wellff
drilling permits have been issued over a monthly
period during the past eight years.
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Onshore & Offshore Activity Map for South Louisiana
JULY 2018
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On May 25th, IHS-Petrodata reported that the Gulf 
of Mexico mobile offshore rig supply stood at 85, which 
is 6 less than last month. The marketed rig supply 
consisted of 46 rigs, of which 34 were under contract. 
The marketed rig supply and contracted rig supply
numbers were each 1 less than reported last month. The 
marketed contracted versus total rig supply utilization
rate stands at 43%, and the marketed contracted versus 
marketed supply utilization rate stands at 73.9%. By 
comparison, the May 2017 total fl eet utilization rate
stood at 50% (versus 58.2% today(( ) with 47 out of theyy
94 rigs under contract.

As of May 25th, BakerHughes indicated that there 
were 18 active mobile offshore rigs in the Gulf of 
Mexico, which is 52.9% of the rigs under contract as 
mentioned above. This active rigs number is the same
as reported last month. Of the 18 rigs, 4 are located 
on the shelf, and ff 14 are situated in deepwater. At the
same time last year, there were 23 mobile offshore rigs 
operating in the Gulf of Mexico suggesting that there 
has been a 21.7% decline in mobile offshore rig activity.

As of May 25th, the BakerHughes total U.S. rig count 
stood at 1059 rigs, which is 38 additional rigs than at 
the end of April 2018. Of the 1059 rigs, 859 (81.1%) are

oil rigs and 198 (18.9%) are gas rigs. A year ago, there 
were 908 rigs working in the U.S.  Thus, the current 
rig fi gure represents a 16.6% increase in rigs. Texas
still has the largest number of rigs with 534, which is
slightly more than half (50.4%) of the total number of 
rigs in the U. S. Louisiana has a total of 60 rigs.

As of May 24th, the BOEM had accepted 83 out of 
the 148 high bids that it received on March 21, 2018 
in OCS Sale 250. The BOEM has until June 19th to
review the remaining 65 bids for adequacy.

On May 24th, Shell Offshore reported a large 
deepwater discovery within the Norphlet play in
the Mississippi Canyon and Desoto Canyon areas. 
The Dover discovery, Shell’s sixth successful well in
the Norphlet trend, encountered more than 800 feet
of net pay. Theyy Dover well, located in 7,500 feet of 
water, was drilled to a rr total depth of 29,000’ TVD. 
The discovery is situated in Mississippi Canyon area 
approximately 13 miles south of Shell’s Appomattox
host platform and is considered an attractive potential
subsea tie-back. The Appomattox platform recently 
arrived on location approximately 80 miles south of the
Louisiana coastline. It is scheduled to start production
before the end of 2019.

2018

NOGS
JUNE LUNCHEON
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Center for Energy Studies
Louisiana Coastal Geology Symposium 2018

July 10-11, 2018
Dalton J. Woods Auditorium • LSU Energy, Coast & Environment Building • Baton Rouge

Presented by: Louisiana Geological Survey and New Orleans Geological Society

Preliminary Call for Abstracts
This symposium will bring together scien  sts, engineers and policy makers from across a range of disciplines to exchange
ideas, interpreta  ons and insights on Louisiana coastal geology – both onshore and off shore – and on associated topics. It
will be held in the Dalton J. Woods Auditorium of the Energy, Coast and Environment Building at Louisiana State University.
John E. Johnston III of the Louisiana Geological Survey will serve as symposium chair. 

You are hereby invited to submit an abstract for considera  on as an oral or poster session at the symposium. 

Deadline for abstracts: May 30, 2018
Topics for submission related to the Louisiana coast (specifi cally including the off shore) and its geology include:

Coastal geology • Coastal geohazards  • Coastal ecology • Coastal environments • Coastal erosion
Coastal landforms and geomorphology • Coastal oil and gas regula  on • Coastal sedimentology • Coastal subsidence

Geological components of coastal sustainability planning • Geological oceanography • New technologies or methodologies
Geological processes aff ec  ng the onshore and off shore landscapes

Geology, geomorphology, and geohazards of Louisiana barrier islands • Oil spill studies
Onshore and off shore geological, geophysical, geochemical, sedimentological and paleontological inves  ga  ons 

Onshore and off shore oil and gas explora  on and produc  on • Onshore and off shore pipelines • Paleoclimate studies
Planning impacts of coastal geologic features • Salt dissolu  on • Salt water intrusion • Sea level rise • Tsunamis, waves and  des

Abstracts must be submi  ed here: h  ps://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=lcgs2018

Registration Information
• Advance registration must be postmarked by June 30, 2018.
• Checks should be made out to “New Orleans Geological Society” with “LCGS 2018” in the “For” blank
• Regular registration is $40 until June 30, 2018, and $80 thereafter.
• Student registration is $5 until June 30, 2018, and $10 thereafter.
• Speakers and posters presenters receive free registration.
• Click HERE for the advance registration form.

Addi  onally the Louisiana Geological Survey and the New Orleans Geological Society have joined forces 
in 2018 to lead the development of a Louisiana Coastal Geohazards Atlas. Several presenta  ons will be 
made regarding the atlas and its progress. 

For further informa  on, please contact John E. Johnston III at hammer@lsu.edu.
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Dalton J. Woods Auditorium 
Energy, Coast and Environment Building 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, La. 

This symposium will bring together scientists, 
engineers and policy makers from across a 
range of geoscience disciplines to exchange 
ideas, interpretations and insights into 
Louisiana coastal geology - both onshore and 
offshore - and on associated topics. 

John E. Johnston III of the Louisiana Geological Survey will serve as symposium chair. 
Many presentations will be made by coastal experts, including Chris McLindon of 
NOGS, Jeff Hanor, Sam Bentley, Doug Carlson, and Gene Turner of LSU, John 
Lopez of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation, and Jim Flocks of the U.S. 
Geological Survey.   

The Louisiana Geological Survey's Landforms of the Louisiana Coastal Plain map will 
be publicly shown for the first time. 

Additionally the Louisiana Geological Survey and the New Orleans Geological Society 
have joined forces in 2018 to lead the development of a Louisiana Coastal Geohazards 
Atlas. Several presentations will be made regarding the atlas and its progress. 

There will be sufficient credit hours available to satisfy the annual continuing education 
requirements for a Louisiana licensed professional geoscientist, as well as an ethics talk 
that will satisfy the Louisiana annual ethics requirements for both geologists and 
engineers.  

Registration Information  

 Advance registration must be postmarked by June 30, 2018. 
 Checks should be made out to "New Orleans Geological Society" with "LCGS 

2018" in the "For" blank. 
Regular registration is $40 until June 30, 2018, and $80 thereafter. 
 Student registration is $5 until June 30, 2018, and $10 thereafter. 
 Speakers and posters presenters receive free registration. 

For further information, please contact John E. Johnston III at hammer@lsu.edu.  

Dalton J. Woods Auditorium
Energy, Coast and Environment Building
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Louisiana Coastal Geology Symposium 2018
July 10-11, 2018

Presented by: Louisiana Geological Survey and New Orleans Geological Society
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West Bank Story: NOGS Field Guide Fron  spiece Rides Again!
Michael L. “Mike” Merri  

GEM Consul  ng, LTD
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Note: This abstract and paper were submi  ed for 
considera  on, inclusion in and presenta  on at the
Coastal Geology Symposium, July 10 and 11, Baton
Rouge.

ABSTRACT
On the New Orleans West Bank, complicated

subsurface stra  graphy and geological structures
are well known. Less clear is do these deep, dynamic
condi  ons infl uence surface geological features by
crea  ng surface Geo-hazards and thereby place
levees and pump sta  ons in harm’s way? This paper
will present surface geology interpreta  ons based
on carefully examining topographic maps or LIDAR
eleva  on data and recent surface geology maps in
areas where deep structures are present to locate
likely Geo-hazards for more detailed examina  on.
These surface geology interpreta  ons will take the
measure of any surface indica  ons of the infl uence
of robust, deep, geological structures on landforms
including interpreted surface faul  ng aff ec  ng fl ood
defenses.

One of several West Bank examples is an interpreted
surface fault near the Huey P. Long Bridge.  Evidence
for faul  ng includes robust seepage, shallow lithology
changes, Mississippi River bank collapses, topographic
evidence of a fault scarp and a reentrant mapped
surface geology contact apparently indica  ng a stream
alignment with the interpreted surface feature.

Among other examples, the Marrero to Westwego
hurricane levee is in the close proximity of two
interpreted surface faults. The down thrown side
of one of the faults coincides with the under design
strength clays undermining and severely cracking
fl ood walls at the Westminster Pump Sta  on.

Regionally, faults well known to oil and gas
explora  on and development are striking toward pump
sta  ons such as the Old Estelle Pump Sta  on and the
Western Closure Complex Pump Sta  on and Sector
Gate. The surface geology features noted appear to
be infl uenced by the robust, deep structures and also
coincide with diffi  cul  es opera  ng and maintaining
these projects.

This paper will postulate good stewardship with
public funds and the moral fi ber to engage in best
professional prac  ces make it clear:  detailed, state
of the art and comprehensive geological geophysical
inves  ga  ons must be conducted. The results of 
these new earth science inves  ga  ons are vitally
necessary to inform opera  ons, maintenance and new
construc  on of public fl ood defense works. The most
important fl ood fi ght to win is the fi ght to redesign
and strengthen fl ood defense public works projects
informed by using modern geoscience methods so
future fl ood control project improvements will be  er
withstand being undermined by dynamic geologic
processes.
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2018
ADVERTISING RATES
The New Orleans Geological Society was formed in 1941, with
an initial membership of only 55. It has always been an active
professional society and presently has a membership of 500.

AD SIZE 2015 RATE NEW 2018 RATE!
Full Page (7.5"x10") $3500 $1750
Half Page (3.75"x10" or 7.5"x5" $1850 $925
Quarter Page (3.75"x5" or 7.5"x2.5") $1000 $500
Eighth Page (3.75"x2.5") $600 $300
Twelfth Page (3.75"x1.65") $375 $188
Note Size (3.75"x.75") $120 $60
 PREMIUM LOCATIONS

Inside Front Cover...................................r +30%
Opposite President's Page...................... +20%
Opposite Oral Abstract............................ +20%
Inside Back Cover...................................r +30%
Outside Back Cover ................................r +40%

Y 2018

50%
OFF

2015 Rates

Contact NOGS at:
admin@nogs.org
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STORETHE
OFFICIAL NOGS GEAR

Check out the new NOGS online store
for great deals on NOGS branded merchandise like

mugs, tote bags, polo shirts, and jackets!

It’s a great, easy way to support NOGS!

See http://nogs.org/nogs-merchandise for more info!
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Geological
Geophysical

Land
Drafting & Graphics

516 Maryland Avenue
Metairie, LA 70003
(504) 481-7291
E-Mail: geodraft@bellsouth.net
Website: www.geodraftinc.com

Anthony Catalanotto
Manager

ROCK SOLID 
SERVICE

www.corelab.com 
337-837-8616

© 2013 Core Laboratories.
All rights reserved.

Covington Offi  ce
1001 Ochsner Blvd., Suite 200
Covington, Louisiana 70433
p: 985.801.4300
f: 985.801.4796

Houston Offi  ce Sco   Offi  ce
CityCentre Three 814 S. Frontage Rd.
842 W Sam Houston Pkwy N Sco  , LA 70583
Suite 600 p: 337.408.4000
Houston, Texas 77024 f: 337.408.4049
p: 281.752.1100
f: 281.752.1199

www.llog.com

Like us on Facebook!
OuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOuOOuOuOuOuOuOOuOuOuOOuuuOuOOOOOuuOuuOOurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr FaFaFaFaFaFaFaFaFFFaFaFaFaFaFaaFaFaaFaFFFF cececececccececcecceccecceeccceccceceebobbobobobobobobobobobobobbbooobookokokokokokokokokokokokokookokkoooooookokk ppppppppppppppppppppppagagagagagagaggagagagagagagagaagagagagagagage ee e eee e ee eeeeeeeeeee fofofofofofofofoffofofofooofofofooofoor rr rrrrr rrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrr ththththhththththththtthttthththththht ee e e e e eeeeeeeeeeee NeNeNeNeNNeNeNeNeeNeNeeNeNeNeNeeeNeew ww w ww ww w wwwwwwwwwww OrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOOrOrOrOrOrOOOOOrOrleleleleleleleleleleleeelelleeanananannananannnanananaaaanaaanns s s s sss ss ss ss sss GeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGeGGGeeGeGeeeGeGeeeeololololololoololololololoollooooooo ogogogogogogogogogogogooogogogooogoogggogoggiciciciciciciciciciciciccciciicccii alalaalalaalalaalalalalaaalalaa SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSocococococococococococococcocoooccccoccccieieieieieieieieieieiieieieeieieeiieeieiietytytytytytytytytytytytytyttyttytytty iiiiiiiiiis s sss sssss sssssss a a a aa aa a aaaa grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrggrgrrreaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaaeaeaeeeaeeaeee tttttttttttttttt wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwwwaaawaw yy y yy y y yy y y yyyyy totototototototootototototototooooto ccccccccccccccccccconononononnonononoononnnnnononnonoonnnnnnnnnnnnenennnnneneneneneneneneneneenennnnnenennennnenenneeennennn ctctcctctctctctctctctctctctctttctctctctctt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitititiiititititititititititittitiitititti hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh otototototottootototoooottotoooootototototoooooootototttoooo heheheheheheheheheehehehehehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh rrrrr rrr rrrr gegegegegegegegegegegegegegeggegeeeggeggeggegg ololololoolololoollolollolollllloogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogoogoogggogggoooooggisisisisisisisisissisisissisisisistststststststsststststststssttstts aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndnddndndndnddndddnddd 
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Find us at https://www.facebook.com/nogs.org/

Lik F b k!
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THE NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC. FONO FUND

The Memorial Foundation is an IRS Tax Exempt Code #501(c)(3) organization. The
Federal I.D. is 72-1220999. Please consider making a donation to the Foundation.
Your individual support in any amount will help meet the IRS Guidelines for our 
Foundation. Thanks!

The FONO Fund accepts contributions that are invested 
and the income dedicated to assure suffi cient fi nancial
resources will always be available to maintain the NOGS
business offi ce. Contributors are reminded that donations
to the FONO Fund are not covered by the IRS 501(c)(3) tax
exempt classifi cation and should be reported as a business
expense on your IRS tax report.

$250 TO $499

UP TO $249

UP TO $249
Gibbet Hill Foundation

In Memory of Steve & Marion Millendorf, William J. Prutzman,
Roger G. Vincent, Ron Youngblood, Uno Numella and Dr. Robert T. Sellars, Jr.

Mr. Woods W. Allen, Jr.
 In Memory of William C. Ward
Mr. Maurice Birdwell
 In Memory of Al Gilreath
Mr. Hilary James Brook
Mr. Rob Burnett
Chevron Humankind Matching Funds
Mr. Carlo C. Christina

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser
Carlo and Beverly Christina

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Trudy and Charles Corona
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson,
 Peter G. Gray, Willis E. Conatser,
 James "Jim" A. Hartman, PhD
 and all deceased former past
 presidents of NOGS
Mr. Merle J. Duplantis
Mr. Kenneth Huffman

Mr. Edward J. Graham
Mr. Alex G. Janevski
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Mr. Tom Klekamp
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Ms. Margaret M. McKinney
Mr. Chris McLindon
New Orleans Geological Auxiliary (NOGA)
 In Memory of Earleen Rodan
Mr. Richard Olsen
Mrs. Teresa O'Neill

In Memory of Brian J. O'Neill
Mr. William S. Peirce
Mr. Jack N. Peterson M.D. and Mr. Tom R. Young

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Cecil and Tanya Pickens

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser
Mr. Edward B. Picou, Jr.

In Memory of James "Jim" A. Hartman, PhD

Contributions for both funds for one year through June 4, 2018. Donations are listed for one year.

Mr. Joseph E. Boudreaux

Mr. Merle J. Duplantis

Mr. Dwight Easterly

Mr. Kenneth Huffman

Mr. Tom Klekamp

Mr. James R. Landrem

Ms. Jeannie F. Mallick

Mr. William S. Peirce

Mr. Bay Salmeron

Mr. David M. Tatum

Mr. Roy C. Walther

$10,000

$7,783.87

Penny and Jack Bryant
In Memory of Art Johnson, Willis Conatser and Frank Rogers

Mr. Carlo C. Christina
In Memory of Al Gilreath

Mr. Jeff Jandegian
In Memory of Dr. Raymond W. "Ray" Stephens, Jr., Ron Youngblood and D. William W. Craig

Mr. Reuben J. Klibert, Jr.
In Memory of James Wade Klibert

Mr. Edward B. Picou, Jr.
In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson, Willis E. Conatser, 
Bernard L. Hill, Jr., and Russell H. Nordwell

NOGS/PLANO Golf Tournament

Ms. Nancy Shepard
In Memory of Clark Kinler
In Memory of Alfred P. Daigle

Shell Matching Funds
Dr. J. O. Snowden
Ms. Candace V. Strahan
 In Memory of Raymond W. "Ray" Stephens, Jr.,  
 and James R. Strahan for The Bill Craig Fund
Mr. David M. Tatum
Mr. William M. Whiting

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Yeldell

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser

$1,000
Chevron Your Cause

Volunteer Hours William D. Haworth and Allen J. Melillo
Mr. Armour C. Winslow

In Memory of Rita Menzel Winslow and Lawrence C. Menconi

$500
Mr. Thomas C. Bergeon
Mr. Edward Falis, Sampling Associates International, LLC

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser and Mr. Arthur H. Johnson
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GEOLOGY
ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT

GEM Consulting, LTD

EDWARD B. PICOU, JR.
Shell - Retired
504-975-3096

ANSYTHE
Donald I. Andrews

504-887-3432

THE BOEBEL COMPANY
Oil and Gas Investments

New Orleans, LA 70153 (504) 866-4313

BOO-KER OIL & GAS CORP.
 Gray S. Parker

826 Union, Suite 300 Bus. (504) 581-2430
New Orleans, LA 70112 Fax (504) 566-4785

C & R EXPLORATION, INC.

Carlo C. Christina Lawrence G. Ringham

James S. Classen

CLASSEN & CO. LLC
6417 Plantation Lane • Boise, ID 83703

D-O-R ENGINEERING, INC.
3-D and Geoscience Services

6161 Perkins Rd. Bus: (225) 765-1914
P.O. Box 80812 Baton Rouge, LA 70898

ZOT OIL & GAS, LLC
Jim Zotkiewicz - Petroleum Geologist

Business Phone: 504.267.9138  Email: jimzot38@zotoil.comThanks Our Sponsors
for Their Support!

1080 West Causeway Approach
Mandeville, Louisiana 70471

(985) 951-2011
www.labayexploration.com

Emmi   Lockard
emlockard@yahoo.com

Michael Louis Merri  
admin@gemconsul  ngltd.com

S lSociety of Independent Professional
E th S i ti tEarth Scientists



VVolunntteers NNeeddeedd!
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anndd
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Contacctt TToom Bergeonn 
tom.bbeergeon@uuppsstreeamexp.comm

DDeedicateedd to the mmemorryy  oof Art Johnnssoonn wwho gave so much ttoo sscciieence educaattiioon.

TThe LLouisiaanna Chillddren’s Museum, TThhe New Orleans Geeoological Socciety,
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PPromooting tthhe oill iinndustryy aannd other enerrggyy sourcess

11 a.mm. – 3 p.m.
att tthe Loouuiisiana CChhiilldren’s Museeuumm

New Orleans Geological Society
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