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Tree  covered in rime ice — PaleƩ e Spring, Wyoming
Mammoth Hot Springs, Yellowstone NaƟ onal Park

This month’s cover photo comes from PaleƩ e Spring
within the Mammoth Hot Springs at Yellowstone NaƟ onal
Park. While the nuances of diff erent categories of naturally
occurring ice is probably lost on most Louisianans, this
image is striking due the dramaƟ c appearance of rime ice
clinging to the tree atop the ridge. Rime occurs when the
water within fog rapidly freezes on the surface of various
surfaces, typically under windy condiƟ ons. Thanks to its
tendency to accumulate on the windward sides of objects
like trees or structures, rime also poses a threat to human
acƟ viƟ es such as fl ying. Under favorable meteorological
condiƟ ons, it can build up along the fuselage or leading
edge of wings and propellers on planes and impact liŌ ,
drag, and weight.

From the Editor

Laura
Laura Sorey, Editor

I went through about four rewrites trying to craŌ  a “From the Editor” appropriate for
this Ɵ me of year. I’m sorry to say they were all preƩ y sorry aƩ empts at conveying my hope
that everyone will have a peaceful and joyful holiday season. I think my diffi  culty stemmed from
the knowledge that Christmas means diff erent things to diff erent people across NOGS. Some look at it
as a Ɵ me to gather with friends and family. Some likely have more complicated feelings towards the holiday
for a variety of reasons. Whatever your personal experience or faith or cultural relaƟ onship to this Ɵ me of year,
I sincerely hope you fi nd that previously referenced peace and joy in whatever form of celebraƟ on you may seek
out. Whether its stealing chocolate from the dates to come in the Advent calendar, trying to fry latkes without
starƟ ng a grease fi re, incessantly quoƟ ng “Fra-gee-lay. Must be Italian,” or simply gathering together with friends,
I wish you all Happy Holidays.

Published monthly by the New Orleans Geological
Society. This issue was sent to press on Nov. 30, 2017.

Interested in contributing to the NOGS LOG?
Please submit items by the 1st Friday of the month to
nogseditor@gmail.com. Advertising requests should
contact the NOGS offi ce at info@nogs.org.



DECEMBER 2017 4 NOGS LOGDECEMBER 2017 4 NOGS LOG

A reasonable argument can be made that
Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species by
Means of Natural SelecƟ on, or the PreservaƟ on
of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life is the
most important scienƟ fi c work of the last 200
years. The fundamental concepts of evoluƟ on
derived from his work have applicaƟ on across
a wide range of scienƟ fi c disciplines including
biology, ecology, immunology, psychology, and
sociology. InteresƟ ngly, it is probably earth
science that played the most important role in
the formulaƟ on and ulƟ mate acceptance of this
work. This underscores the importance of earth
science as a foundaƟ onal element of all natural
sciences. The biggest challenge to the acceptance
of Darwin’s theory has always been the principle
of creaƟ onism. Understanding creaƟ onism in the
context of earth science is really what opened the
door for Darwin.

The essence of the scienƟ fi c problem with
creaƟ onism was captured in the exchange
in which Clarence Darrow examined William
Jennings Bryan in the 1925 Scopes Trial. In that
exchange Bryan explained how in 1650 Irish
bishop James Ussher had determined that the
earth was created at midday on October 23, 4004
B.C.  Modern science recognizes that the earth is
approximately 4.6 billion years old, and Ussher’s
calculaƟ on that the earth is only 6,000 years old
is oŌ en aƩ ributed strictly to religious dogma.
However, noted evoluƟ onary biologist Stephen
Jay Gould famously came to Ussher’s defense in
his 1991 essay “The Fall of the House of Ussher.”
Gould contended that Ussher had used “the
best of scholarship in his Ɵ me. He was part of a
substanƟ al research tradiƟ on, a large community
of intellectuals working toward a common goal
under an accepted methodology.” Ussher’s fi ndings

were likely not based solely on religious belief.
Gould noted that many cultures have had creaƟ on
stories that invoke a very similar Ɵ meframe. It is
likely that the 6,000-year period of creaƟ onism
is the result of a basic limitaƟ on of human beings
to perceive the span of geologic Ɵ me. In much
the same way that humans are only capable of 
seeing a narrow window of the electromagneƟ c
spectrum that we call “visible light,” it is likely
that we are only inherently capable of conceiving
of a narrow span of Ɵ me equivalent to the 6,000
years that we commonly call “recorded human
history.” Technology has allowed for us to devise
ways to “see” wavelengths in the infrared and
ultraviolet porƟ ons of the spectrum, and we have
similarly developed analogs and metaphors that
help us to understand the scope of geologic Ɵ me,
such as the “football fi eld geologic Ɵ me scale.” It
appears likely however, that creaƟ onism exposes
a basic human tendency to limit our percepƟ on
of the world to the last 6,000 years. That is in fact
the principal challenge that creaƟ onism poses to
science literacy.

The fi rst serious challenge to creaƟ onism came
during the 18th century Scoƫ  sh Enlightenment.
James HuƩ on, who is oŌ en considered to be the
father of geology, studied the rock outcrops around
Edinburgh, and determined that the earth would
have to be considerably older than 6,000 years to
allow for all of the complexiƟ es that he was seeing
in the rocks. HuƩ on proposed that the modern
landscapes were not the result of a conƟ nuous,
straight-line set of processes from creaƟ on to
the present, as creaƟ onism held. He saw them
as the result of innumerable cycles of building,
destrucƟ on, and rebuilding. The creaƟ onism did
not allow for the many repeated cycles of change
that were recorded in the rocks. The development
of HuƩ on’s work was popularized by Charles Lyell.
Lyell was a close friend of Darwin’s, and Darwin
carried a copy of Lyell’s seminal work Principles 
of Geology on the HMS Beagle. There can be no y
doubt that HuƩ on’s recogniƟ on of natural cycles
and Lyell’s focus on straƟ graphy, paleontology
and paleoanthropology heavily infl uenced Darwin
in the development of his theory.

It is signifi cant that the biggest challenge to
Darwin’s theory at the Ɵ me of its publicaƟ on also
came from the earth science community. William

FROM THE

PRESIDENT
CHRIS MCLINDON
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2017
ADVERTISING RATES
The New Orleans Geological Society was formed in 1941, with
an initial membership of only 55. It has always been an active
professional society and presently has a membership of 500.

AD SIZE 2015 RATE NEW 2017 RATE!
Full Page (7.5"x10") $3500 $1750
Half Page (3.75"x10" or 7.5"x5" $1850 $925
Quarter Page (3.75"x5" or 7.5"x2.5") $1000 $500
Eighth Page (3.75"x2.5") $600 $300
Twelfth Page (3.75"x1.65") $375 $188
Note Size (3.75"x.75") $120 $60
 PREMIUM LOCATIONS

Inside Front Cover...................................r +30%
Opposite President's Page ...................... +20%
Opposite Oral Abstract ............................ +20%
Inside Back Cover...................................r +30%
Outside Back Cover ................................r +40%

EMBER 2017 

50%
OFF

2015 Rates

Contact:
Annette Hudson
info@nogs.org

Thompson (Lord Kelvin) was widely recognized
as one of the great scienƟ fi c minds of the 19th
century. It was his work in thermodynamics and
heat conducƟ vity that led him to conclude that
the earth was not old enough to have allowed
Ɵ me for Darwin’s model to have played out. Based
on his largely correct calculaƟ ons of heat fl ux,
Kelvin concluded that the Ɵ me span over which
planet earth could support life could not exceed
400 million years, at which Ɵ me it would succumb
to “heat death.” Kelvin was such a highly regarded
scienƟ st, his refutaƟ on of Darwin’s theory shortly
aŌ er its publicaƟ on may have had lingering eff ects
that carry through unƟ l today. Toward the end of 
his career Kelvin recognized that there were “two
dark clouds” looming over the understanding
of the dynamics of heat and light. In this regard
he correctly predicted the scienƟ fi c explosion

of the early 20th century, which brought about
the theories of quantum mechanics, relaƟ vity
and radioacƟ vity. It turned out that radioacƟ ve
heaƟ ng was the heat source that Kelvin did not
include in his calculaƟ ons, and which explains how
the planet has been able to sustain life for billions
of years.

The interacƟ on between earth science and
Darwin’s theory captures the true essence of 
science. It is not that HuƩ on, Lyell and Darwin were
correct and Ussher and Kelvin were incorrect. It is
that science is always in a conƟ nuous state of fl ux.
It is as important to recognize the importance of 
Ussher’s work as it is to recognize Darwin’s work.
Every aspect of scienƟ fi c theory must always be
subject to review and re-review. As soon as we
say “the science is set” it ceases to be science.

Chris McLindon
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NOGS Office
Offi ce Manager: Annette Hudson
Phone: 504-561-8980 • Email: info@nogs.org  •  Website: www.nogs.org
The offi ce is located at 810 Union Street, Suite 300, New Orleans, LA 70112.
Correspondence and all luncheon reservations should be sent to the above address.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Company Phone E-mail
m President Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@Upstreamexp.com

Vice President Robert Rooney Robert M. Rooney Inc. 504-460-0319 robmrooney@aol.com
Secretary Grant Black Chevron 985-773-6882 gblack@chevron.com
Treasurer Margaret McKinney TGS 504-524-3450 margaret.mckinney@tgs.com
President-Elect G. Alex Janevski Shell 504-425-6214 gregory.janevski@shell.com
Editor Laura Sorey EarthCon Consultants 601-421-3352 lc.sorey@gmail.com
Director 2018 Brenda Reilly  504-430-4240 brendaereilly@hotmail.com
Director 2019 Jennifer Connolly Shell 504-425-6411 jennifer.connolly@shell.com
Director 2020 David Reiter Stone Energy 504-593-3623 reiterde@stoneenergy.com

COMMITTEE Chairperson
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Advertising-Log TBD
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Continued from previous page

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  Company Phone E-mail
2017-2018 Chairman Al Melillo Retired - Chevron 504-491-0683 allanmelillo@bellsouth.net
2017-2018 Secretary Chris McLindon Upstream Exploration LLC 504-756-2003 chris.mclindon@upstream.com
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2017-2018 Trustee Al Baker Beacon Exploration, LLC 504-836-2710 abaker1006@aol.com
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2018-2019 Trustee William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2019-2020 Trustee David E. Reiter Stone Energy Corporation 504-593-3623 reiterde@stoneenergy.com
2019-2020 Trustee TBD

AAPG DELEGATES
Term Ends
2018 Earl Cumming Reservoir Frameworks LLC 985-630-6898 earlcumming@bellsouth.net
2018 William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2018(a) Dave Balcer   balcer@bellsouth.net
2020 Elizabeth McDade   elizabeth_mcdade@fmi.com
2020(a) G. Alex Janevski Shell 504-425-6214 gregory.janevski@shell.com

Luncheon Presentation:

Elephants? In the U.S. Atlantic?

Guest Speakerp :

Paul Post
US Dept. of the Interior • Bureau of Land Mgmt.

 New Orleans, Louisiana

See page 8 for Abstract and Biography

December 4
NOGS Luncheon & Poster Presentation

Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome • New Orleans, Louisiana
For more info: annette@nogs.org or 504-561-8980

December 11-15
American Geophysical Union Fall Meeting
Morial Convention Center • New Orleans, Louisiana

https://fallmeeting.agu.org/2017/registration/

December 9
NOGS Christmas Holiday Party

Home of Jack & Penny Bryant • 515 Northline St. • Metairie, LA
For more info, see our ad on the inside front cover of this issue.

January 8
NOGS Luncheon

Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome • New Orleans, Louisiana
For more info: annette@nogs.org or 504-561-8980

HOLIDAY INN DOWNTOWN SUPERDOME ADMISSION:
Check with concierge or  With reservation ..................................... $30.00
front desk for location.  Without reservation ............................... $35.00

Lunch served at 11:30 am  Student Member with reservations.............. FREE

December 4 • NOGS Luncheon
Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome

$3.00 validated parking in hotel garage

Poster Presentation:
A Fluid Pressure-Based Assessment of Vertical 

and Lateral Hydraulic Connectivity of the 
Wilcox Formation in the St. Malo Structure and 

Surrounding Area of Central Walker Ridge, 
Northern Gulf of Mexico

Guest Speakersp :

Ryan P. Jones & William F. Morrison
Dept. of Earth & Environmental Science • UNO

New Orleans, Louisiana

See page 9 for Abstract and Biographies
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Elephants? In the U.S. Atlantic?
Presented by

Paul Post
US Department of the Interior • Bureau of Land Management • New Orleans, Louisiana

ABSTRACT

Dec 4 NOGS Luncheon Presentation
 at the Holiday Inn Superdome 

“Elephant” size oil and gas ϐields have been
discovered since 2001 in deep and ultra-deep
waters offshore Northwest Africa (conjugate to
the U.S. Atlantic Margin), the conjugate transform
margins of West Africa and South America,
and the East African Transform Margin. These
discoveries have been used as analogs to upgrade
the prospectivity and resource potential of similar
settings in the underexplored U.S. Atlantic Margin.
Resource volumes in these evolving analog areas
are signiϐicant. The Northwest African Margin and
West African Transform Margin discoveries have
each been estimated to contain approximately 5.5
and 3.4 billion barrels of oil equivalent (BBOE).
The East African Transform Margin analogs are
considered to hold between 140 and 180 trillion
cubic feet of gas (TCFG), approximately 20 – 30
BBOE.

Before these discoveries, the exploration
histories of the Northwest African Margin 
(Mauritania–Senegal), the African (Côte d’Ivoire–
Ghana) and East African Transform Margins
(Tanzania–Mozambique), and the U.S. Atlantic
Margin were eerily similar; characterized by 
“modest” discoveries and dry holes on the shallow
water shelves of these areas.

Recent exploration results in the analogs have
shown that the probability of economic failure
can be high. This is in part related to the lack of 
infrastructure and the level of exploration maturity 
in the analog areas requiring “material” discoveries
with resources of 200 MMBbls or 5 TCFG to be
the currently considered thresholds for stand-
alone development. Similar volumes would likely 
be needed in the U.S. Atlantic Margin to qualify 
as economic discoveries that would be needed to
anchor a production hub.

Geologic literature, corporate presentations, and
other publications provide seismic and subsurface

data that depict and characterize the analog deep
and ultra-deepwater African discoveries. These
data can be used to identify potentially similar
features on the pre-1988 2D seismic data from the
U.S. Atlantic Margin that has been vectorized, post-
stack enhanced, in some cases reprocessed from
the ϐield tapes, and all of which was subsequently 
depth-converted and time-migrated. Comparisons
suggest the possibility that elephants may exist in
the U.S. Atlantic.

BIOGRAPHY
Paul Post is currently a staff geologist with thet

U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) in New Orleans, LA. He has
been a consultant, a Sr. Staff Geologist/Exploration
Supervisor, and worked in other exploration and
management positions for independents and major
companies. Paul has diverse global exploration
experience in more
than 80 basins,
exploring in hundreds
of petroleum systems
and plays in a wide
range of structural and
stratigraphic settings.

He has lead authored
publications for BOEM,
and has been lead
and co-author of 
papers published by 
GCSSEPM, GCAGS, and
AAPG. Paul was co-editor and lead author of the
Geological Society of London’s SP 369 “Conjugate
Divergent Margins”. He convened or co-convened
three GCSSEPM Research Conferences. He has
edited more than 300 papers for GCSSEPM, AAPG,
and the Geological Society of London. He has a BS in
geology from Virginia Tech.
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"And Looking Ahead . . ."
The next luncheon will be held on January 8. Our guest speaker will be Dwayne Purvis, P.E. Contact the NOGS 
offi ce at 504-561-8980 or use the PayPal link at www.nogs.org to make your reservation.

THE DECEMBER LUNCHEON RESERVATION DEADLINE IS DEC 1. 
CONTACT THE NOGS OFFICE

A Fluid Pressure-Based Assessment of Vertical and 
Lateral Hydraulic Connectivity of the Wilcox Formation 

in the St. Malo Structure and Surrounding Area of Central 
Walker Ridge, Northern Gulf of Mexico

Presented by

Ryan P. Jones and William F. Morrison
Department of Earth and Environmental Science • UNO

New Orleans, Louisiana

Dec 4 NOGS Poster Presentation
 at the Holiday Inn Superdome 

ABSTRACT
In Walker Ridge the Wilcox formation is an

approximately 2,000 ft. thick turbidite sand
sequence of interbedded sands, silts, and shales with
proven hydrocarbon resources.  The vertical and
lateral hydraulic connectivity of sandstones within
the Wilcox Formation for St. Malo (WR 677 and 678)
was assessed using ϐluid pressure measurements
obtained from the Modular Formation Dynamic
Tester.  Fluid pressure gradients indicate the
Wilcox is divided vertically into two hydraulic
intervals, corresponding to the Upper and Lower
Wilcox.  Except where fault separated, the Upper
Wilcox demonstrates excellent vertical and lateral
hydraulic continuity.   The upper portions of the
Lower Wilcox also demonstrate excellent vertical
and lateral hydraulic continuity.  However, deeper
in the interval some variability in hydraulic
connectivity is observed, possibly due to internal
shale seals and/or penetration of small, sealing 
faults on the crest of the anticline

Nearby Wilcox penetrations at Stones (WR 507 
and 508), Tucker (WR 544), Das Bump (WR 724,
and Jack (WR 758) show excellent vertical hydraulic
connectivity in the Upper Wilcox and similar
variable continuity in the Lower Wilcox.  However,
neither Upper or Lower Wilcox is in lateral hydraulic
communication with these ϐive adjacent structures.
We hypothesize that somewhat higher temperatures

as well as higher vertical effecting stress in the 
connecting synclines between structures has 
lowered porosity and permeability and is limiting 
regional lateral hydraulic connectivity of the 
Wilcox.

BIOGRAPHIES
Will Morrison is a graduate student at The

University of New Orleans. He is from New Roads, 
Louisiana. He acquired his bachelor’s degree in 
geology from Tulane University. Before starting 
graduate school, he was employed as a ϐield geologist 
in Tampa, Florida and an HSE technician for Shell 
in the Gulf of Mexico. His thesis research involves 
using geophysics to assess ϐluid distribution in 
deep-water Wilcox ϐields.   Will was on the UNO IBA 
team that won the Gulf South in 2016.

Ryan Jones received his Bachelors in Earth and 
Environmental Science from the University of New 
Orleans in 2013.  After working for a mobile app 
developer, he returned to UNO for a master’s degree 
where he has been a teaching assistant for several 
courses and is the past UNO-AAPG Student Chapter 
president.  His thesis research investigates paleo-
climate of the Neogene Siwalik group, Nepalese 
Himalaya, using a multi-proxy isotopic study.  Ryan 
was on the UNO IBA team that won the Gulf South 
in 2016.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  DECEMBER 2017 - JANUARY 2018

2017 EVENT LOCATION CONTACT / INFO

If you know of upcoming seminars or academic events that may be of interest to our members, please email the event details 
to Laura Sorey at nogseditor@gmail.com to be included in the monthly calendar.

4 Dec

4-5 Dec

9 Dec

11-15 Dec

25 Dec

1 Jan

1 Jan

8 Jan

anneƩ e@nogs.org
or 504-561-8980

hƩ p://www.sepm.org/Forms.
aspx?pageID=457

For more info, see inside front cover

hƩ ps://fallmeeƟ ng.agu.org/2017/
registraƟ on/

hƩ ps://easychair.org/cfp/lawater_2018

anneƩ e@nogs.org
or 504-561-8980

NOGS Luncheon & Poster PresentaƟ on
Speaker: Paul Post, BOEM

"Elephants? In the AtlanƟ c?"

Poster PresentaƟ on: Ryan P. Jones and William F. Morrison
Department of Earth and Environmental Science, UNO
"A Fluid Pressure-Based Assessment of VerƟ cal and

Lateral Hydraulic ConnecƟ vity of the Wilcox FormaƟ on in 
the St. Malo Structure and Surrounding Area of Central 

WalkerRidge, Northern Gulf Of Mexico."

36th Annual GCSSEPM FoundaƟ on
Perkins-Rosen Research Conference

"Sequence StraƟ graphy: The Future Defi ned

NOGS Christmas Holiday Party

American Geophysical Union Fall MeeƟ ng

Christmas Day

New Years Day

RegistraƟ on Open
12th Annual Louisiana Water Conference

NOGS Luncheon PresentaƟ on
Speaker: Dwayne Purvis, P.E.

"Myths and Misunderstandings of Petroleum Engineering"

Holiday Inn
Superdome

Marathon Conference Ctr.
Houston, Texas

Home of
Jack & Penny Bryant

515 Northline St. • Metairie

Morial ConvenƟ on Center
New Orleans, Louisiana

LSU Baton Rouge

Holiday Inn
Superdome

2018 ASBOG Exam InformaƟ on
The Louisiana Board of Professional GeoscienƟ sts will proctor the
ASBOG Fundamentals of Geology and PracƟ ce of Geology exams on
March 16, 2018.
LBPOG must receive your applicaƟ on (including transcript and
references) for GIT cerƟ fi cate or PG license and the LBOPG Proctoring/
Verifi caƟ on ApplicaƟ on and Fee for approval by the Board prior to
December 31, 2017.

Note: you must submit applicaƟ on for a GIT cerƟ fi cate or PG license along with relevant fees or
already have an applicaƟ on pending in order to submit the applicaƟ on for proctoring.
See www.lbopg.org for more info.
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Drill with confidence.
Diversified Well Logging, LLC brings the accuracy and expertise 
only a company with over sixty years in the oil and gas industry 
can deliver. We are your eyes and ears in the field, especially when
it comes to deep water or high pressure, high temperature areas. 

DWL offers 24-hour formation evaluation. We provide secure 
and customized real-time data communication, in-house research
and development, and 24/7 on-call support for our equipment 
and our engineers. 

Whether you have a 10-day job or a 110-day job, we provide the 
specialized attention you require. Our experience means you can
be confident in the safety and performance of your well.

Serving the Oil and Gas Industry for Over 60 Years
,
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New Orleans Geological Auxiliary Membership Application
Name Spouse's Name

Address Home Phone

City, State, Zip Cell Phone

Spouse's Company Email
Dues: $25 payable to New Orleans Geological Auxiliary

Please mail to Judy Lemarié, Treasurer, #2 Yosemite Dr., New Orleans, LA 70131

New Orleans Geological Auxiliary News
“The objective of the Auxiliary is to promote fellowship among the wives of the members“Th bj ti f th A ili i t t f ll hi th i f th b
of the New Orleans Geological Society and to render assistance to NOGS upon request.”

NOGA Fall Luncheon
On Wednesday, November 8, twenty members of the Auxiliary gathered for

their fall luncheon at Heritage Grill Metairie. They feasted on a lovely salad,
choice of pork or redfi sh and all was followed by a melt-in-your-mouth creole
bread pudding. The commiƩ ee in charge of the day included Jean Jones, Diane
Black and Pat Williamson. Table decoraƟ ons of fall fl oral arrangements in vases
made of wood bark were given away at the end of the meal, and everyone
went away with a giŌ  of chocolate peanut buƩ er candy by Pat Williamson.  

Some of those in aƩ endance were Trez Zotkiewicz, just back from an
African safari with Jim, Diane Black recuperaƟ ng from knee surgery and
Arleen Falchook with MarƟ n. The members were also delighted that President
Margie Conatser was in aƩ endance. Much of the conversaƟ on was about
members’ plans for Thanksgiving with families and looking forward to the
NOGS Christmas Party on December 9 at the home of Penny and Jack Bryant.

The Auxiliary will be hosƟ ng its next luncheon on February 21, 2018, at the
Walnut Room at the Lakefront Airport. The commiƩ ee for that event is Linda
Peirce, Trez Zotkiewicz, and Ann Duff y. Spouses are invited to join us at that
Ɵ me.

Mary Walther, NOGA Director

Committee: Jean Jones,
Diane Black, Pat Williamson

Alma DunlapTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrudududududududy y y y yyy CoCoCoCoCoC rorooronaannna,, AAAAA

Mary Walther, Camille Yeldell, Judy Lemarie

Beverly Kastler, Mary Ellis Hasseltine,
Margie Conatser, Peggy Rogers
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SAINTS STEM FEST 2017
On September 30th the Saints training facility was host to 43 science

based organizaƟ ons. NOGS took the fi eld with 8 staƟ ons and the ever-
popular oil fi nder game. Volunteers included UNO students Frances
Crawford and Jared Bullock and LSU SPE students BriƩ any Van 
Landingham, Cameron Ryan, and Farzad Sunavala. NOGS members
parƟ cipaƟ ng were Brenda Reilly, Jade Haug, Bill Vollenwider, Monte
ShaleƩ , Tom George, Mike Anderson and his wife Opie Lee, Lisa
Kennedy with SGS, Dave Cope with the 3D workstaƟ on and Bernie
Regel who also photographed the event. Children were taught how
an oil fi eld forms and parents both joined in on the teaching and
learned a lot also. The highlight of the event was the augmented reality
topographic sandbox. Haley and Mark Rae of ReacƟ ve DigiƟ al Systems
brought their museum quality model to the event. Children were able to
interact creaƟ ng landforms and simulate rain on a topographic surface.
NOGS is looking to help raise funds to place a topo box in the one of the
emerging local Children’s Museums.

Major thanks for all those who volunteered and made Saints STEM
Fest such a success!

Museums on the Move
A lot of exciƟ ng acƟ vity is going on behind the scenes with our area Children’s Museums. The Louisiana Children’s

Museum hosted Energy Day September 16th. This was a very successful program and it showed children all types
of energy and the criƟ cal role oil and gas exploraƟ on play.

LCM has quietly been seƫ  ng the foundaƟ on for the new Children’s Museum in City Park which plans to open
in 2019. Take a pleasant drive north from the Museum of Modern Art to see the progress.

The Children’s Museum of St. Tammany hosted STEM QUEST November 11th. The event was at Kids Town,
CMST’s  smaller springboard locaƟ on on The Trace in Mandeville. Kids Town is set to open in December. STEM
Quest had 15 science related exhibitors including NASA,
NOGS and Chevron. ReacƟ ve Digital Sytems brought
their topo sandbox which will be an ideal addiƟ on to
the museum. More details will follow on the event in
the January NOGS LOG.

For more details, visit the websites below:
hƩ p://www.cmstkids.org/
hƩ p://lcm.org/lcm-in-the-news
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SAINTS STEM
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M FEST 2017
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*Mark of Schlumberger. Copyright © 2017 Schlumberger. All rights reserved. 17-OF-241970

Continuous innovation,  
from pore to pipeline.

Pechelbronn oil field in the Alsace region of France—a first in the oil and gas industry. Today Schlumberger continues to 

innovate by introducing pioneering technologies delivered with technical expertise gained from decades of experience.

From reservoir characterization and drilling to production and processing, we integrate multidisciplinary products and

services to optimize hydrocarbon recovery and maximize production for our customers.

slb.com
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Willis Eugene Conatser, PhD, beloved husband of 
Marjorie Reed Conatser passed away on October 24,
2017 at Ochsner Hospital. He was the loving father of 
son, Kelly (wife, Dr. Leslie Blake), and daughters, Dr. 
Tracy Hale (husband Tim), and Dr. Shannon Pickens 
(husband, Richard). His grandchildren, James and Clara
Conatser and Lainey, Jessie, and Ricky Pickens were
the lights of his life. He cherished his brother, Ken 
Conatser of Youngstown, Ohio. He was predeceased
by his mother, Virginia Conatser Dean and his father
Dillard Conatser.

Will grew up in CincinnaƟ , Ohio, and was an avid athlete.
He pitched the winning State Championship game for his high
school and played football there as well. He was inducted
into the Price Hill, CincinnaƟ  Hall of Fame for baseball and
into  the Western Hills High School AthleƟ c Hall of Fame in
CincinnaƟ . He entered the University of CincinnaƟ  on a full
football scholarship under coach Sid Gillman, seƫ  ng a number 
of records, and graduated cum laude with a B.S in Geology. He
served as a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps from 1955 
to 1957, playing football for the Marine Corps as well. He then
returned to the University of CincinnaƟ  for his Masters Degree 
in Geology. He was hired by The California Company (later
Chevron) as a geologist and moved to New Orleans. During his

IN MEMORIUM

Willis Eugene Conatser

tenure at the company he earned his
Ph.D. from Tulane University. He worked
at several other companies as well and 
then formed his own company, W E
Conatser, Inc.

He was a member of the American
AssociaƟ on of Petroleum Geologists. He
served as President of the New Orleans
Geological Society from 1997-1998.

Will was an avid tennis player and 
conƟ nued to play in his later years. He
enjoyed the comradery of his partners 
as much as he enjoyed the game. He 
played in his last match on the Saturday

before his death. He loved nothing more than to aƩ end the
various musical performances, athleƟ c events, and other 
acƟ viƟ es in which his grandchildren were engaged. He was an 
enthusiasƟ c traveler in his younger years and enjoyed many 
trips to Europe and throughout the United States. A memorial 
service was held at Leitz-Eagan Funeral Home, 4747 Veterans 
Memorial Boulevard, on Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at 6:00
p.m. with visitaƟ on prior to that from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. In lieu
of fl owers, please donate to your favorite charity or to the New
Orleans Geological Society.

An online guestbook is available at
www.leitzeaganfuneralhome.com.

Published in TheNewOrleansAdvocate.com from Oct. 27, 2017 to
Nov. 1, 2017 
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South Louisiana and Offshore Gulf of Mexico
Exploration and Production Activities

LAFAYETTE DISTRICT, ONSHORE AREA
By Kevin J. Trosclair and Carlo C. Christina

NEW LOCATIONS    

Fontainebleau Operating will drill the #2-ALTF
ve Barrow in Bear Field, in Beauregard Parish,Stev
est Wilcox sands at a depth of 11,650 feet. Theto te
l is located in Sec. 20, 6S-9W, approximatelywell
miles from production on the northwest fl ank 1½ m
he fi eld. (SN 250557)of th

Castex Energy will drill the #1 Carter Trust inC
nerette Field, St. Mary Parish. The well is lo-Jean
ed in Sec. 39, 13S-9E, one-half mile from near-cate
production. It will be drilled to a total depth of est p
071 feet, (14,000 feet, TVD). (SN 250518)15,0

n Beauregard Parish, Neale Field, PIE LA Op-In
ting will drill the #1 Mineral Resources Devel-erat
ment D to a proposed depth of 7,000 feet in Sec.opm

3S-11W. The well is located 1½ miles north-30, 
st of current production, (SN 250556)wes

S2 Energy will drill the #1-ALT Kirchoff Land S
Lapeyrouse Field, Terrebonne Parish, to a pro-in L
ed depth of 13,500 feet. It is located in Sec.pose
18S-20E. (250584)71-1

COMPLETIONS
n Jefferson Parish, Westwego Field, Grand In
erating has completes the #1 CIB O RB SUA;Ope

ARRERO LAND fl owing 1092 MCFD and 2.4MA
PD through perforations 9708 to 9712. TheBCP
l was drilled to a total depth of 11,223 feet,well
ated in Sec. 24, 13S-23E. (SN 250058)loca

Yuma E & P has plugged and abandoned itsY
ildcat, the #1 Weyerhaeuser in Livingston Par-Wi
sh, at a depth of 15,088 feet where casing wasis
set to total depth. The well was perforated in
the interval 14,543 to 14,550 feet with no test 
information available at this time. The well
was drilled in Sec. 14, 5S-5E. (SN 250327)

ring the month of October the Louisiana Department of Conservation issued 9 permits to drill for oilDur
gas in the Lafayette District. The wells of interest are as follows:and 

OFFSHORE
GULF OF MEXICO

SHELF AND DEEPWATER ACTIVITIES
by Al Baker

During October 2017, the BOEM approved 55
Gulf of Mexico drilling permits. Eight of these
were for shelf wells, and 47 were for deepwater 
wells.  Of the total number of permits, there
were 8 new well permits, 3 on the shelf and 5 in
deepwater.

The three shelf new well permits were for 
2 exploration wells and one development well.
W&T Offshore received the two exploration well
permits for their South Timbalier 224 #1 and 
Main Pass 286 #1 wells.  Byron Energy obtained 
the other shelf permit for their South Marsh Island 
71 #F-2 development well.

All fi ve deepwater new well permits were for 
exploration wells.  Anadarko Petroleum received 
two permits for their East Breaks 646 #12 and 
Green Canyon 726 #3 wells.  Shell Offshore
received three permits for their Mississippi
Canyon 812 #3 and #4 wells and their Alaminos
Canyon 728 #1 well.

On October 27th, IHS-Petrodata reported that 
the Gulf of Mexico mobile offshore rig supply
stood at 94, which is the same as last month.  The
marketed rig supply consisted of 53 rigs, of which
36 were under contract.  The marketed rig supply
number remained the same, while the contracted 
rig supply number increased by 1 compared to the
previous month. The marketed contracted versus
total rig supply utilization rate stands at 38.3%, and 
the marketed contracted versus marketed supply
utilization rate stands at 67.9%.  By comparison,
the October 2016 total fl eet utilization rate stood 
at 47.1% (versus 56.4% today) with 49 out of the
104 rigs under contract.

As of October 27th, BakerHughes indicated 
that there were 20 active mobile offshore rigs in
the Gulf of Mexico, which is 55.6% of the rigs
under contract mentioned above. This active rigs
number is 2 less than reported last month. Of the
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20 rigs, 2 are located on the shelf, and 18 are situated 
in deepwater.  At the same time last year, there were 21
mobile offshore rigs operating in the Gulf of Mexico.

As of October 27th, the BakerHughes total U.S. rig
count stood at 909 rigs, whish is 31 fewer rigs than at 
the end of September. Of the 909 rigs, 737 are oil rigs
and 172 are gas rigs.  A year ago, there were 557 rigs
working in the U.S.  Therefore, the current rig fi gure
represents a 63.2% increase year over year. Texas
still has the largest number of rigs with 441, which is
slightly less than half (48.5%) of the total number of 
rigs in the U.S.

On October 26th, the BOEM indicated that 56 bids
submitted at OCS Sale 249 were deemed acceptable
during the Phase 2 evaluation period.  A total of 34
tracts remain to be evaluated.  The BOEM has 90 days
from the August16, 2017 sale date to determine if the
high bids are suffi cient.

In October, the BOEM also announced that OCS
Sale 250 will be held in New Orleans during March
2018.  This will be an area-wide Gulf of Mexico lease
sale similar to OCS Sale 249.  OCS Sale 250 will be
the fi rst of two Gulf of Mexico lease sale offerings
conducted by the BOEM in 2018.
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Giving & Geology: The NOGS Memorial Foundation
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MAY 17-19, 2018, MARRIOTT RESEARCH PARK, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
Abstract deadline: March 1, 2018 

Registration/Evening Reception (May 17, Thursday) 

Oral and Poster Presentations (May 18, Friday) 

Field Trip (May 19, Saturday) 

Venue:  Marriott Research Park Hotel 

  480 S. Wakara Way, Salt Lake City, UT 

  (801) 581-1000 

 

The Symposium will be held just before the AAPG’s 
101 Annual Convention in Salt Lake City. 

For registration & 
more information: 
 
Marilyn Black 
814-677-3152  
ext. 105 
mblack@oilregion.org 

Proceedings will be 
published in  
Oil-Industry History 
 
Send Abstracts to: 
Dr. William Brice 
wbrice@pitt.edu 

Oil & Gas in   
Central Rockies 

&  
Basin-and-Range 
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Petroleum History Institute (PHI) is a non-profit professional society active in preserving the history of 
oil and gas worldwide. It holds annual symposia and publishes annually the Oil-Industry History, the 
only peer-reviewed journal in English in this field.  

 
We invite your company/institution to support the 2018 History of Oil Symposium, the first ever held 
in Utah. Sponsorship categories: 
 
Gold Sponsor  $2000  includes 2 full registrations 
 
Silver Sponsor  $1500  includes 1 full registration 
 
Field-trip Sponsor $1200  includes 2 free tickets for Saturday Field-trip 
 
Reception Sponsor $500  includes 2 free tickets for Thursday Reception 
 
Friendship Sponsor  $500  includes 2 free tickets for Friday Banquet   
   
Payment to Petroleum History Institute. A receipt will be issued by the PHI. 
 
Funds will support the symposium’s expenses including reception, banquet, field-trip, student registra-
tion/presentation, and subsidizing the overall PHI activities.  
 

Previous PHI Symposia: 
    1996: Titusville, PA    2014: Bradford, PA 
    2001: Oil City, PA    2015: Tulsa, OK 
    2003: Shreveport, LA    2016: Casper, WY 
    2004: Morgantown & Parkersburg, WV 2017: Findlay, OH 
    2006: Wichita, KS 
    2007: Long Beach, CA 
    2008: Sarnia & Oil Springs, Canada 
    2009: Titusville, PA 
    2010: Lafayette, LA 
    2011: Marietta, OH 
    2012: Houston, TX 
    2013: Pittsburgh, PA 
 

PETROLEUM HISTORY INSTITUTE 
To pursue the history, heritage & development of the oil & gas industry 

Founded in 2003 
P. O. Box 165 

Oil City, PA  16301-0165 
Publisher of Oil-Industry History 

www.petroleumhistory.org 
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2018 HISTORY OF OIL SYMPOSIUM 
PETROLEUM HISTORY INSTITUTE 

MAY 17-19, 2018; SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME*   

ADDRESS   

 

E-MAIL TELEPHONE (WORK) 
  

ATTENDING GUEST/SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME_ 
 

*Use separate sheet for other additional registrations; thank you. 

Professional meeting registration includes Thursday evening reception, Friday lunch/banquet, and Saturday field trip/lunch. 
Guest/Spouse/Partner includes same as above. 
Friday (only) registration includes lunch/banquet; Friday symposium only includes breaks/lunch.  
Saturday only includes field trip/lunch. 

_____(number) Professional Registration (PHI)          @ $320   (By March 1 --  $280)  ___________ 
_____(number) Professional Registration (Non-member)        @ $380**   (By March 1 --  $340)  ___________ 
_____(number) Guest/Spouse/Partner            @ $320   (By March 1 --  $280)  ___________ 
_____(number) Student (must include copy of student ID)      @ $100     ___________ 
_____(number) Friday (only) Full Registration           @ $180   (By March 1 --  $150)  ___________ 
_____(number) Friday Symposium/lunch (Keynote Address)  @ $  20     ___________ 
_____(number) Friday Evening Awards Banquet          @ $  60   (By March 1 --  $50)  ___________ 
_____(number) Saturday Field Trip/lunch           @ $240   (By March 1 --  $200)  ___________ 

      **Includes PHI membership for 2018 

Special Arrangements Needed: Dietary  Accessibility  Other  

Description of Special Needs:   

Please make checks Payable to: Petroleum History Institute 
Please Mail Completed Form and Check to:  Petroleum History Institute, P. O. Box 165, Oil City, PA 16301-0165 

Or for Credit Card Charge: 
  Charge to my credit card:  Visa  Master Card   Discover  American Express  

Credit Card Number:     Exp. Date Verification Code    

Authorized Signature for Credit Card:    

ACCOMMODATIONS: PHI has arranged for rooms at Symposium Headquarters: 
 
Marriott Research Park Hotel:  480 S. Wakara Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84108; Tel. 801-581-1000;  
Limited rooms in PHI block; $109.00 + tax/night. Room rates held until March 1, 2018. 
Contact the hotel directly for reservations and mention the Petroleum History Institute Symposium. 

 
FOR RESERVATIONS IN OTHER HOTELS, PLEASE DIRECTLY CONTACT THE LODGING OF YOUR 
CHOICE. 
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Set your sights.

Gulf of Mexico
TGS provides industry-leading offshore seismic data using an innovative mix of technologies and 
unmatched imaging capabilities. Through strategic partnerships, we provide a comprehensive 
collection of advanced marine acquisition technologies for enhanced reservoir delineation, 
characterization and monitoring. TGS delivers the E&P industry unlimited potential with our 
collection of advanced offshore data including Declaration M-WAZ 3D survey, Fusion M-WAZ 3D, 
Otos Multibeam and Seep and Gigante 2D Multibeam and Seep programs. Explore the Gulf of 
Mexico with the right data, in the right place, at the right time.

See the energy at TGS.com

© 2017 TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company ASA. All rights reserved.
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Geological
Geophysical

Land
Drafting & Graphics

516 Maryland Avenue
Metairie, LA 70003
(504) 481-7291
E-Mail: geodraft@bellsouth.net
Website: www.geodraftinc.com

Anthony Catalanotto
Manager

ROCK SOLID 
SERVICE

www.corelab.com 
337-837-8616

© 2013 Core Laboratories.
All rights reserved.

Covington Offi  ce
1001 Ochsner Blvd., Suite 200
Covington, Louisiana 70433
p: 985.801.4300
f: 985.801.4796

Houston Offi  ce ScoƩ  Offi  ce
CityCentre Three 814 S. Frontage Rd.
842 W Sam Houston Pkwy N ScoƩ , LA 70583
Suite 600 p: 337.408.4000
Houston, Texas 77024 f: 337.408.4049
p: 281.752.1100
f: 281.752.1199

www.llog.com
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THE NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC. FONO FUND

The Memorial Foundation is an IRS Tax Exempt Code #501(c)(3) organization. The
Federal I.D. is 72-1220999. Please consider making a donation to the Foundation.
Your individual support in any amount will help meet the IRS Guidelines for our 
Foundation. Thanks!

The FONO Fund accepts contributions that are invested 
and the income dedicated to assure suffi cient fi nancial
resources will always be available to maintain the NOGS
business offi ce. Contributors are reminded that donations
to the FONO Fund are not covered by the IRS 501(c)(3) tax
exempt classifi cation and should be reported as a business
expense on your IRS tax report.

$600

$250 TO $499

UP TO $249

UP TO $249
Gibbet Hill Foundation

In Memory of Steve & Marion Millendorf, William J. Prutzman,
Roger G. Vincent, Ron Youngblood, Uno Numella and Dr. Robert T. Sellars, Jr.

Mr. Thomas C. Bergeon
In Memory of J.W. Coltrane
Children's Museum Initiative

Mr. Woods W. Allen, Jr.
 In Memory of William C. Ward
Mr. Maurice Birdwell
 In Memory of Al Gilreath
Mr. Hilary James Brook
Mr. Albert P. Brown, Jr.
Mr. Rob Burnett
Chevron Humankind Matching Funds
Mr. Arthur F. Christensen
Mrs. Jennifer Connolly
Trudy and Charles Corona
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson,
 Peter G. Gray, and all deceased former past
 presidents of NOGS
Mr. Merle J. Duplantis

Mr. William J. Furlong
Mr. Thomas K. George
Mr. William D. Haworth
Mr. Kenneth Huffman
Mr. Philip W. Johnson
Mr. Tom Klekamp
 In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Ms. Jeannie F. Mallick
Mr. Allan J. Melillo
Mr. Richard Olsen
Mrs. Teresa O'Neill

In Memory of Brian J. O'Neill
Mr. William S. Peirce
Mr. Jack N. Peterson M.D. and Mr. Tom R. Young

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson

Contributions for both funds for one year through November 11, 2017. Donations are listed for one year.

Mr. Joseph E. Boudreaux

Mr. Richard P. Colomes

Mr. Merle J. Duplantis

Mr. Dwight Easterly

Mr. Kenneth Huffman

Mr. Tom Klekamp

Mr. James R. Landrem

Ms. Jeannie F. Mallick

Mr. William S. Peirce

Mr. Bay Salmeron

Mr. Thomas A. Tucker

$10,000

$8,400

Mr. Carlo C. Christina
In Memory of Al Gilreath

Mr. Jeff Jandegian
In Memory of Dr. Raymond W. "Ray" Stephens, Jr., Ron Youngblood and William W. Craig

Mr. Edward B. Picou, Jr.
In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson, Bernard L. Hill, Jr., and Russell H. Nordwell

NOGS/PLANO Golf Tournament

Cecil and Tanya Pickens
In Memory of Willis E. Conatser

Mr. David E. Reiter
Ms. Nancy Shepard

In Memory of Clark Kinler
In Memory of Alfred P. Daigle

Shell Matching Funds
Dr. J. O. Snowden
Ms. Candace V. Strahan
 In Memory of Raymond W. "Ray" Stephens, Jr.,  
 and James R. Strahan for The Bill Craig Fund
Mr. William M. Whiting

In Memory of Arthur H. Johnson
Mr. and James W. Yeldell

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser
Mr. Jim Zotkiewiez

$1,000
Chevron Your Cause

Volunteer Hours William D. Haworth and Allen J. Melillo
Mr. Armour C. Winslow

In Memory of Rita Menzel Winslow and Lawrence C. Menconi

$500
Mr. Edward Falis, Sampling Associates International, LLC

In Memory of Willis E. Conatser
Mr. Arthur H. Johnson
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GEOLOGY
ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT

GEM Consulting, LTD

EDWARD B. PICOU, JR.
Consulting Micropaleontologist - Retired

228 St. Charles Ave., Suite 1330 C Bus. (504) 529-5155
New Orleans, LA 70130 Res. (504) 282-3096

ANSYTHE
Donald I. Andrews

504-887-3432

THE BOEBEL COMPANY
Oil and Gas Investments

New Orleans, LA 70153 (504) 866-4313

BOO-KER OIL & GAS CORP.
 Gray S. Parker

826 Union, Suite 300 Bus. (504) 581-2430
New Orleans, LA 70112 Fax (504) 566-4785

C & R EXPLORATION, INC.

Carlo C. Christina Lawrence G. Ringham

CLASSEN EXPLORATION, INC.
James S. Classen

P.O. Box 140637 Bus. (208) 854-1037
Boise, ID 83714 Fax (208) 854-1029

Looking for close in deals

classenllc@msn.com

D-O-R ENGINEERING, INC.
3-D and Geoscience Services

6161 Perkins Rd. Bus: (225) 765-1914
P.O. Box 80812 Baton Rouge, LA 70898

ZOT OIL & GAS, LLC
Jim Zotkiewicz - Petroleum Geologist

Business Phone: 504.267.9138  Email: jimzot38@zotoil.com

Thanks Our Sponsors
for Their Support!

1070 A West Causeway Approach Offi ce (985) 951-2012
Mandeville, Louisiana 70471 Fax (985) 951-2055

www.labayexploration.com

needs your active

membership in

AAPG!
Renew or join today!

EmmiƩ  Lockard
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