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LOG

 HOLIDAY INN DOWNTOWN SUPERDOME
     Check with concierge or
        front desk for location
  Lunch served at 11:30am

*** At the Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome ***
$2.00 validated parking in hotel garage

Guest Speakers Dr. M. Roy Gani & Dr. Nahid DS Gani, Department of
Environmental Sciences at University of  New Orleans, will present:

"Blue Nile Incision, Ethiopian Plateau Uplift, and Human Evolution.”

ADMISSION:
with reservation ........................... $30.00
without reservation...................... $35.00
Student Member with reservation ....  Free

December 7 - NOGS Luncheon

(See page 7 for Abstract and Biographies)

“Unconventional Resources: Making the Unconventional Conventional.”
In Houston. See announcement on page 8.

 December 6-8 - 29th Annual GCSSEPM Foundation Bob F. Perkins Research Conference

At Metairie Country Club. See announcement on page 13.
 December 4 - NOGA-NOGS Christmas Holiday Party

January 11 - NOGS Luncheon
Guest Speaker H. Leighton Steward, Chairman of  Plants Need CO2 Foundation, will

present a talk on “Global Climate Change.”
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--- NOGS Contact List continued on page 10 ---

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Company Phone E-mail
President Tom Klekamp Amber Resources LLC 985-845-4046klekamp@bellsouth.net
Vice President Bob Hafner ENI Petroleum 504-593-7605 Robert.Hafner@enipetroleum.com
Secretary Jennifer Connolly Shell 504-728-6411 jennifer.connolly@shell.com
Treasurer Chuck Holman ENI 504-593-7869 chuck.holman@enipetroleum.com
President-Elect David E. Reiter ENI 504-593-7606 david.reiter@enipetroleum.com
Editor Elizabeth Petro MMS 504-736-2866 nogseditor@gmail.com
Director 2010 Michael M. Ledet 504-394-9636 mikeledet@cox.net
Director 2011 Scott A. Wainwright Bret Exploration Co Inc 504-889-2700 scott_wainwright@hotmail.com
Director 2012 Arthur H. Johnson Hydrate Energy International 504-464-6208 artjohnson51@hotmail.com

COMMITTEE Chairperson
AAPG Delegates Dave Balcer Chevron 985-773-6725 dbalcer@Chevron.com
AAPG Student Chapter Bobby Cosentino Tulane University 504-495-9475 rcosenti@tulane.edu 
AAPG Student Chapter Bryan Rogers UNO 504-736-2772 thgem@gmail.com

Advertising-Log Andrea Stancin Shell 504-728-0431 Andrea.a.stancin@shell.com
Auditing James Swaney MMS 504-736-2677 james.swaney@mms.gov
Awards Michael N. Fein W & T Offshore 504-210-8148 mikef@wtoffshore.com
Ballot Chuck Holman ENI 504-593-7869 chuck.holman@enipetroleum.com
Best Paper David E. Reiter ENI 504-593-7606 david.reiter@enipetroleum.com
Continuing Education TBA
Employment Counseling TBA
Entertainment David E. Reiter ENI 504-593-7606 david.reiter@enipetroleum.com
Environmental Daisy Pate Eustis Geotechnical Eng. 504-613-5798 dpate@eustiseng.com
External Affairs Michael A. Fogarty Sylvan Energy, LLC 603-523-4808 mike.a.fogarty@gmail.com
Field Trip David Garner Shell 504-728-6154 David.Garner@shell.com
Finance and Investment Chuck Holman ENI 504-593-7869 chuck.holman@enipetroleum.com
Historical Edward B. Picou, Jr. Consultant 504-529-5155 epicou@bellsouth.net
Membership/Directory Penne Rappold Shell 504-728-4338 prappold@gmail.com
New Geoscientists (NGNO) TBA
Nominating Willis E. Conatser 504-466-9749 weconatser@aol.com
Non-Technical Education Duncan Goldthwaite Consultant 504-887-4377 DGldthwt@aol.com
Office Operations William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscom@aol.com
Publications Sales Edward B. Picou, Jr. Consultant 504-529-5155 epicou@bellsouth.net
Photography J. David Cope Taylor Energy Co LLC 504-589-0419 dcope@taylorenergy.com
School Outreach Thomas C. Bergeon Century Exploration 504-832-3772 Tom.bergeon@centuryx.com
Scouting Carol Rooney Consultant Geologist 504-835-1909 carolbrooney@aol.com
Technical Projects TBA
Ad Hoc Committee on
   University Support Michael J. Gallagher Eni  Petroleum 504-593-7480 Michael.Gallagher@enipetroleum.com

NOGS LOG STAFF
Editor Elizabeth Petro MMS 504-736-2866 nogseditor@gmail.com
Editor-Elect Fran Wiseman MMS 504-736-2912 frances.wiseman@mms.gov
Auxiliary Susie Baker NOGA 504-466-4483 abaker1006@aol.com
Info Tidbits Elizabeth Petro MMS 504-736-2866 nogseditor@gmail.com
Drill Bits TBA
Webmaster Edward B. Picou, Jr. Consultant 504-529-5155epicou@bellsouth.net
Layout Jannette Sturm-Mexic

NOGS AUXILIARY
Officers Phone Directors Year Phone
President Linda Peirce 504-393-7365 Beverly Christina 2009-10 504-835-2383
1st Vice-President Jean Jones 504-738-8091 Peggy Rogers 2009-10 504-392-6323
2nd Vice-President Beverly Kastler 504-286-0879 Judy Sabate’ 2009-10 504-861-3179
Secretary Dolores Murphy 504-393-0878 Peggy Campbell 2009-11 504-283-2505
Treasurer Judy Lemarie’  504-393-8659 Ruth Grimes 2009-11 504-392-8103
Parliamentarian Carol Andrews 504-887-3432 Gerry Waguespack 2009-11 504-737-0532
Member-at-Large Susie Baker 504-466-4483
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NOGS  Office
Office Manager: Annette Hudson
Office Hours:  8:30am – 3:30pm on Monday-Wednesday-Friday
Tel: 504-561-8980 l  Fax: 504-561-8988
E-mail: info@nogs.orgl   Website: www.nogs.org
The office is located at Suite 300, 810 Union Street, New Orleans, LA 70112.
Correspondence and all luncheon reservations should be sent to the above address.
Sent to press on  November 4, 2009.
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from the President

Judging from the feedback, the Kickoff Party was a huge
success.  Amber and I had fun hosting it.  The planning was
done by NOGA's Jean Jones and Susie Baker along with NOGS'
Entertainment Chairman Dave Reiter.  Dave says the NOGA-
NOGS Christmas Holiday Party is going to be a gala event.
Early reservations would be advisable. Our venue, the newly
restored Metairie Country Club, was made available through
members Beverly and Carlo Christina.  We have an excellent
menu planned and music by the Jazzman Trio.  Look for details
in this LOG.

NOGS President-elect Dave Reiter and I attended the 2nd
Annual SPE Delta Section Awards dinner at Benedict's in
Mandeville. Other NOGS members at this event included Leslie
Broussard with Diversified Well Logging and Dean
McPhearson with Baker Hughes. Dean will be moving to
Houston and we wish him the best of luck.  This is the second
year for the Awards Dinner and the dinner guests got a glimpse
into the future through the current research going on at Rice
University's Richard E. Smalley Institute for Nanoscale
Research and Technology. Our speaker was the Institute's
Director, Dr. Wade Adams. He provides the vision and direction
needed to achieve short- and long-term goals, and promotes the
feats of the students and faculty. Dr. Adams came to Rice from
the US Air Force as the Chief Scientist of the Materials and
Manufacturing Directorate. His background is polymer physics,
concentrating on structure-property relations in high-
performance organic materials. Over 2002 and 2003, Nobel
Prize Laureate Professor Richard E. Smalley developed a list of
the Top Ten Problems Facing Humanity over the next 50 Years.
The Smalley Institute has identified five of these problems as
the "Grand Challenges - energy, water, environment, disease,
education."  The research of the Smalley Institute uses a variety
of nanotechnology approaches to significantly impact these
Grand Challenges.  You can learn more about the impact on
each Grand Challenge through their website (browse "Smalley
Institute").  Energy tops the Smalley Problems and a sizable
segment of their research is looking into applications to the oil
industry.  The companies supporting the research are the
majors, service companies and large independents.  This is the
future of our industry-things like formation evaluation using
nanoparticles, ultra high-strength tubulars, and tertiary sweeps
using nanopolymers.

2009 marks the 75th anniversary of the
contemporary Louisiana Geological Survey.
Our congratulations to Dr. Chacko J. John, the
11th director who has served in that capacity
since 1997. The history of a geological survey
in Louisiana dates from 1869 and "morphed"

several times before the contemporary Louisiana Geological
Survey in 1934.  The LGS ranks include notable names like
Russell, Fisk, and Howe. Incidentally, an early Louisiana State
geologist was Gilbert D. Harris, a gifted paleontologist who left
this post to take over the Geology Department at Cornell and
eventually formed the Paleontological Research Institution at
Ithica. You can read more about the LGS geologists and their
history at the LGS website, and a brief synopsis has been
reprinted in the LOG this month.

Mike Fogarty is Chairman of the NOGS External Affairs
Committee.  His monthly reports to the NOGS Board are
packed with information.  How to get this before the NOGS
members?  At first we thought about placing them in the NOGS
LOG, but the length and the helpful URLs were a problem.
Thanks to Ed Picou and Carlos Crespo (IT guru) you can
readily access Mike's reports on policy making, regulations-
state and Federal, and AAPG-DPA.  The External Affairs button
will download Mike's report in MS-Word format, with
embedded URLs in blue.  Thanks Mike for the continuing
service!

Those who made the Kickoff had opportunity to see the
Moon, the cloud bands of Jupiter and the Galilean moons
through my 3.5" Questar.  Winter is upon us and clear crisp
evenings bring good skywatching.  If you have kids interested
in astronomy there is an observatory in Gretna, Louisiana.
Veteran astronomer Mike Sandras (formerly Director of the
Kenner Planetarium) is on duty to operate a computer
controlled 16-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. This is the
largest public telescope in the New Orleans area. It is housed
under a traditional aluminum dome.  Typical objects of interest
in the night sky include our Moon, the planets Venus, Mars,
Jupiter, and Saturn, various nebulae, double stars, star clusters,
and constellations.  The Gretna Observatory is located at No. 1
Copernicus Lane behind Gretna Jr. High on Gretna Blvd.
between Lafayette St. and Manhattan Blvd. Copernicus Lane
continues across Gretna Blvd. turning into Huey P. Long Ave. It
is open to the public with free admission and parking every
Monday and Wednesday evening at dusk except for major
holidays and as always weather permitting. On those so-so
partly cloudy evenings viewing will be determined by the
observatory operator if sky conditions will allow any or limited
observing. Visitors may phone ahead at 504-227-7624 to check
current sky status and inquire what objects are available for
observing.

It's easy to get telescope fever-I am afflicted along with
several other NOGS members.  Recently, I discovered one can

--- continued on page 30 ---



6 DECEMBER 2009 NOGS  LOG



NOGS  LOG DECEMBER 2009 7

“And Looking Ahead...”
The next NOGS Luncheon will be January 11. Guest Speaker H. Leighton Steward, Chairman of Plants Need CO2

Foundation, will present a talk on “Global Climate Change.”  Contact the NOGS office to make your reservation.

December 7 NOGS Luncheon Presentation
*** at the Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome ***

_________

Blue Nile incision, Ethiopian Plateau uplift, and Human Evolution
presented by

M. Royhan Gani and Nahid DS Gani
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of New Orleans

M. Royhan Gani and Nahid DS Gani, are a
geologist-couple in academia, received their Ph.D.
degrees in Geoscience from the University of Texas at
Dallas in 2005 and 2006, respectively. Over the past
several  years they have investigated the unique and
dynamic landscape of East Africa in order to
understand the tectonic and climatic history of the
region and their critical role in hominid evolution
over the past 6 million years. Their research was
published on the cover of GSA Today and Geotimes
(now Earth), and was covered by numerous media

BIOGRAPHIES

ABSTRACT
The 1.6-km-deep Gorge of the Nile, a true

rival of the Grand Canyon, resulted from the deep
incision of the Blue Nile drainage into the uplifted
Ethiopian Plateau. We undertook a quantitative
geomorphologic approach integrating field, geographic
information system, and digital elevation model data
to analyze incision history of the Blue Nile drainage.
The study is crucial to constrain the uplift history of
the Ethiopian Plateau as a way to understand the
geodynamics of continental rifting, Cenozoic tectono-
climatic change of the region, and the evolution of
hominids.

Our data suggests that the Blue Nile
drainage experienced episodic increase of long-term
incision rates, suggestive of episodic growth of the
plateau with ~2 km rock-uplift since ca. 29 Ma. The
extremely rapid increase of incision rate of the Blue
Nile at ca. 6 Ma suggests a rapid uplift of the plateau
in the early Pliocene. The Ethiopian Plateau comprises

the northernmost part of the East African Rift system,
the 6000 km long and 600 km wide 'Wall of Africa'.
Although the wall started to form around 30 million
years ago, various studies show that most of the uplift
occurred between 7 and 2 million years ago, just about
when hominids split off from African apes, developed
bipedalism and evolved bigger brains.

Apart from its narrow and elevated
topography, the uniqueness of the Wall of Africa
resides in its spatially variable and contrasting
physiography with plateaus, volcanoes, mountains,
deep rift-valleys, freshwater lakes, and vegetation
patchwork ranging from closed woodland to desert
grassland. Thus the tectonic creation of the Wall of
Africa, a perfect hominid cradle, could have played a
major role in forcing hominid evolution the way we are
now - walking tall and thinking big - by controlling
highly variable physiography and micro- to meso-
climate of East Africa.

outlets across the globe, including National Public
Radio, Discovery Channel, MS-NBC, and New
Scientist. In Ethiopia, Nahid conducted fieldwork in
some daunting and challenging places previously
unexplored by geologists. In August 2008, Royhan and
Nahid left University of Utah to join the University of
New Orleans (UNO). Currently, Royhan is an
Assistant Professor in Earth and Environmental
Sciences Department at UNO, and Nahid is an
Adjunct Assistant Professor at UNO and Tulane
University.

THE LUNCHEON RESERVATION DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 2 - CONTACT THE NOGS OFFICE
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NOGS CONTACT LIST

--- continued from page 3 ---

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
    BOARD OF TRUSTEES Company Phone E-mail
2009-10 Chairman William M. Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2009-10 Secretary Tom Klekamp Amber Resources LLC 985-845-4046 klekamp@bellsouth.net

2009-10 Trustee Michael C. Fauquier W & T Offshore 504-210-8192 mfauquier@wtoffshore.inc
2009-10 Trustee J. David Cope Ankor Energy 504-596-3672 dcope@ankorenergy.com
2010-11 Trustee Timothy J. Piwowar Shell 504-728-4066 tim.piwowar@shell.com
2010-11 Trustee Michael N. Fein W & T Offshore 504-210-8148 mikef@wtoffshore.com
2011-12 Trustee Monte Shalett Berkshire Exploration Co 504-831-7779 mshalett@gmail.net
2011-12 Trustee James Swaney MMS 504-736-2677 james.swaney@mms.gov

AAPG DELEGATES
Term Ends
2011 Tom Hudson Chevron 985-773-7163 tom.hudson@chevron.com
2011 Edward B. Picou, Jr. Consultant 504-529-5155 epicou@bellsouth.net
2011a) Brenda Reilly Energy Partners Ltd. 504-799-4811breilly@eplweb.com
2011a) Robert Rooney Century Exploration 504-832-3777 Robert.rooney@centuryx.com
2012 William Whiting Consultant 504-947-8495 bootscon@aol.com
2012 Jim Zotkiewicz Zot Oil & Gas 504-831-4694 jimzot38@zotoil.com
2012 a) David E. Balcer Chevron 985-773-6725 dbalcer@Chevron.com
2012 a) Richard J. Stancliffe Shell Expl & Prod Co. 504-728-7553 richard.stancliffe@shell.com
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NOGA - NOGS Christmas Holiday Party

December 4, 2009
 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm

Metairie Country Club
            580 Woodvine Avenue, Metairie, LA 70005

            Phone:  504-833-4671

Cost per person:   $55.00

Cash Bar:
House Drinks $7

  Wine $7     Soda $2

Buffet menu catered by Metairie Country Club:

Gulf Fish Almandine
Veal Oscar w/ Blue Crab Hollandaise

Grilled London Broil w/ Madeira braised mushrooms

Roasted Vegetables, Creamed Spinach,
Twice Baked Potatoes, Penne Pasta Alfredo

Tomato Artichoke Salad, Caesar Salad
Seasonal Fresh Fruit Salad

Special Holiday Dessert:  Baked Alaska

½ and ½  drawing

Dance floor and  band:  The Jazzmen Trio

Open to NOGS, SIPES, etc. and guests

Free Parking

Reservations via the
NOGS Office  561-8980
or Email: info@nogs.org

Very festive and elegant setting at the Metairie Country Club.
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1250 Poydras Street
Suite 2000
New Orleans, LA 70113
Tel: (504) 593-7000
Fax: (504) 593-7745

1201 Louisiana Street
Suite 3500
Houston, TX 77002
Tel: (713) 393-6100
Fax: (713) 393-6205



NOGS  LOG DECEMBER 2009 15



16 DECEMBER 2009 NOGS  LOG

The Louisiana Geological Survey a Brief History
Text and images courtesy of Chacko J. John, the LGS website and Edward Picou, Jr.

Historical Sequence of Organizational Names
Topographical and Geological Survey of Louisiana, 1869-1872; Geological and Agricultural Survey of Louisiana, 1892-
1902; Geological Survey of Louisiana, 1903-1909; Louisiana Soil and Geological Survey, 1914-1919; Bureau of Scientific
Research, Department of Conservation, 1931-1934; Louisiana Geological Survey, 1934-present

Historical Sequence of Organizational Directors
Peter V. Hopkins, 1869-1872; Otto Lerch, 1892-1893; William W. Clendenin, 1894-1897; Gilbert D. Harris, 1899-1909;
Frederick E. Emerson, 1914-1919; Cyril K. Moresi, 1931-1940; John Huner, Jr., 1940-1946; Paul Montgomery, 1946;
James M. Cunningham, 1946-1947; Gerard O. Coignet, 1947; Leo G. Hough, 1947-1977; Harry L. Roland, Jr., 1977-
1978; Charles G. Groat, 1978-1990; John E. Johnston III, 1990-1992; William E. Marsalis, 1992-1997; and Chacko J.
John, 1997-present

Organizational History
The Louisiana Geological Survey (LGS) had its beginnings in 1869, four years after the Civil War ended, when the

Louisiana Legislature named Francis V. Hopkins, a Louisiana State University (LSU) professor, to be the first State
Geologist. His primary assistant was Colonel Charles H. Lockett, head of LSU’s Corps of Cadets. They published some of
Louisiana’s first geologic reports as well as the first topographical and geological maps of the state. In 1873, LSU being
without funds, their pioneering work came to an end.

In 1894, LSU Professor William Clendenin was hired to continue Lerch’s work. He did so for three years,
publishing a number of geological, botanical and agricultural works.

In 1899, LSU hired Gilbert D. Harris of Cornell University to study the geology of the state. Until 1909 he and his
assistants published numerous maps and reports. He initiated a tradition of cooperative work with the U.S. Geologic Survey
that continues to the present day. Once again, a lack of funds caused the work of Harris and his staff to be discontinued.
Harris was a gifted paleontologist who left this post to take over the Geology Department at Cornell. (When he retired,
Harris was fearful Cornell would not properly care for his fossils, so he took all of them and created the Paleontological
Research Institution in Ithaca, New York. Interestingly, the PRI is now closely associated with Cornell.)  In 1913, Frederick
E. Emerson came to LSU as a Professor of Geology and head of the new Louisiana Soil and Geological Survey, serving in
this capacity from 1913 to 1919. Upon his death in 1919, which left LSU without a single geologist, the Survey was
abolished.

In 1931 the Louisiana Legislature created the Bureau of Scientific Research of the Louisiana Department of
Conservation. This unit, the immediate precursor of the modern LGS, was charged with the scientific study of the natural
resources of the state and with the compilation of the resulting data. Cyril Moresi was named as head of this research unit,
and H.V. Howe, head of the LSU School of Geology, assisted him in his tasks.

In 1934, the Louisiana Legislature created the Louisiana Geological Survey, naming Moresi as its first head. Over
the next several years, the LGS, headquartered in the Geology Building at LSU, began extensive mapping and research
work in Louisiana. The LGS staff included such well-known researchers as Dana Russell, Fred Kniffen, Benjamin Craft,
Richard Russell, Harold Fisk, and H.V. Howe.

The Energy, Coast & Environment Building emphasizes the breadth, scope, and importance of the University’s energy, environmental, and
coastal programs. Home to the Louisiana Geological Survey, Center for Energy Studies and the School of the Coast & Environment, the
state-of-the-art facility features laboratories, research rooms, libraries, faculty offices, and conference rooms. The building’s 228-seat

auditorium provides a venue for commencement exercises, convocations, cultural events, and scientific meetings. A multipurpose
conference room adjacent to the auditorium accommodates workshops, seminars, receptions, and special events.
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In 1940 Moresi was removed from office when LSU was
reorganized. He was replaced by John Huner, Jr., who instituted a
new system of state districts, each with its own district geologist.
Huner left the LGS in 1946; after his departure there was a brief
period of administrative uncertainty. His successor, Paul
Montgomery, left the LGS eight months later to join the oil industry,
and Montgomery’s successor, James M. Cunningham, left the LGS
to do the same thing seven months after that. Following
Cunningham’s departure, an LGS cartographer, Gerald Coignet,
served as head for three months until some stability could be
established.

The rapid succession of administrators led to the
appointment in 1947 of the longest-serving head of the LGS, Leo W.
Hough, who had been a geologist with the Louisiana Highway
Department. From 1947 to 1973, under Hough’s leadership, the LGS
compiled a great many geologic maps and reports while serving as
both the geological research arm of the state and as its geologic oil
and gas regulatory arm. In 1973, the oil and gas component of the
LGS, complete with its staff, became the Geologic Division of the
Louisiana Department of Conservation. In 1977, Hough retired after
thirty years of service as the head of the LGS.

Upon Hough’s retirement, his assistant Harry L. Roland Jr., perhaps the single most colorful person in the history
of the LGS, served as the temporary organizational head for a year while the LGS searched for a new permanent head.
During this time the parent organization of the LGS changed from the Louisiana Department of Conservation to the newly
created Louisiana Department of Natural Resources.

In 1979, Charles G. Groat, who was at that time the Chairman of the Geology Department of the University of
Texas at El Paso and who had served as the head of the Texas Bureau of Economic Geology, was hired to lead the LGS.
Groat then proceeded to hire a number of geologists from the Bureau and the University of Texas – something that gave the
LGS a very distinct Texas flavor throughout the 1980’s – as part of his plan to modernize the LGS.

And modernize the LGS did. Under Groat’s leadership the LGS expanded dramatically, acquiring new staff as well
as modern equipment and technology, and receiving millions of dollars in federal, state, and private grants and contracts.
Groat expanded on his role as head of the LGS, serving simultaneously at various times as a junior state cabinet officer and
as the head of Louisiana’s Coastal Zone Management Division. Under Groat the LGS became involved in virtually every
geologic facet of Louisiana and attained national scientific and political recognition. Many new research and regulatory
assistance programs were begun; one of these programs, the Coastal Restoration Section of the LGS, has since grown to be
a major unit of state government as the Louisiana Coastal Restoration Division. The LGS became a large research
organization with offices in several states and with an affiliated research unit at LSU.

In 1990, Groat took a leave of absence from the LGS to serve as director of the American Geological Institute.
Groat’s assistant (and current LGS Assistant Director) John E. Johnston III served as the acting head of the LGS during the
years of his absence. In 1992 Groat formally resigned from the LGS, and William E. Marsalis, the Chief Geologist of the
Louisiana Office of Mineral Resources, was named to head the LGS.

In 1997, the LGS was administratively transferred by the Louisiana Legislature from the Louisiana Department of
Natural Resources to Louisiana State University, where it had subsequently been housed, and it became a unit of LSU’s
Office of Graduate Studies and Research. As Marsalis chose to remain with DNR, Chacko J. John, who had previously
served as Director of Research for the LGS and was serving as head of LSU’s Basin Research Institute (BRI), was named
to head the LGS. In 2000, the LGS merged with the BRI, which then became the Basin Research Energy Section of the
LGS. The LGS is now housed in the Energy, Coast and Environmental Building at LSU, just south of Tiger Stadium, the
home of LSU’s Fighting Tigers.

The LGS has provided emergency technical support to the state since the early eighties. When a crisis is imminent,
an LGS team is detached from regular duties and reports to the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and
Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP). LGS emergency support teams, under the leadership of LGS assistant director John
E. Johnston III, have been commended for their emergency, scientific support, mapping, and search and rescue efforts for
hurricanes such as Andrew, Katrina, Rita, Gustav, and Ike, and have been credited with saving lives.

The Energy, Coast & Environment Building’s Italian
Renaissance-style rotunda and other elements

complement the LSU campus architecture.
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“Serving the Oil & Gas Industry Since 1983”

Geological,
Geophysical &
Land Drafting

Anthony Catalanotto
President

3349 Ridgelake Drivel Suite 202 l Metair ie,  LA l 70002
Off ice: (504) 836-2882 Fax: (504) 836-2877

geodraft@bel lsouth.net

Stefani Kelone
Drafting and Design

This advertising space is
available! Contact the

NOGS office.
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Celebrate with the New Orleans Geological Society
An Evening with “America’s Greatest Generation”

at the National World War II Museum

Tuesday, April 13, 2010 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

* A truly unique museum covering D-Day and the other amphibious invasions of World War II.  It honors the
more than one million Americans who took part in this global conflict. Hear the stories of the men and
women who made the invasions in Europe, Africa and the Pacific theaters successful. There are full- and
scaled-sized dioramas of battlefield conditions, plus restored aircraft, amphibious landing craft, and mechanized
armor units that played decisive roles in the invasions.

* Enjoy a memorable and relaxed evening with your friends and colleagues
* Open bar social
* Fabulous Southern buffet dinner catered by world-renowned Chef John Besh
* Access to all the Museum’s exhibit areas for touring at your leisure.
* For more information about the Museum and its various amenities, please visit

www.nationalww2museum.org
* Round-trip bus transportation will be provided from the AAPG Convention Headquarters Hotel to the

Museum and will be available 6:15 to 10:45 p.m.
* Cost of admission: $50 per person

An Evening with "America's Greatest Generation" will be a great event.

You or your company can be recognized as a sponsor.
Go to

http://www.aapg.org/neworleans/documents/NOSponsorBrochure.pdf
or contact

Robert Rooney at (504) 832-3777 — robert.rooney@centuryx.com
or Al Baker at (504) 836-2710 — ABaker1006@aol.com
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Imperial Barrel Award

AAPG’s Imperial Barrel Award Program (IBA) is a global competition, where University teams analyze a
complete dataset (geology, geophysics, land, economics, production infrastructure, and other relevant materi-
als) in six to eight weeks prior to the competition. Each team delivers their results in a 25-minute presentation
to a panel of industry experts.
 
The Gulf Coast competition will take place in March, with the winning team competing in the finals against
teams from throughout the world. The finals will be held during the 2010 AAPG Convention in New Orleans.
Among the teams entering the Gulf Coast regional competition are LSU, UNO, and Alabama.
 
Help needed from NOGS members:

· Mentors to make presentations at one or more schools on topics such as basin analysis, subsurface
mapping, prospect economics, etc.
· Sponsors to help defray the travel costs for the students

 
If you would like to help or want additional information, contact Art Johnson (artjohnson51@hotmail.com).

INFO TIDBITS

• Sea level studies have determined that rates of  sea level rise are accelerating in North Carolina.
University of  Pennsylvania researchers noted sea-level rise to be three times higher in the 20th century
than the rate of  sea-level rise during the last 500 years. For more information, visit: http://
www.upenn.edu/pennnews/article.php?id=1748

• Production has begun from W&T Offshore’s Daniel Boone Field.  The discovery well currently has a
gross daily production of  6,000 barrels of  oil and 5,700 thousand cubic feet of  natural gas per day. The
field lies in water depths of  approximately 4,230 feet and is about 120 miles from the Louisiana coast.

• “Unconventional gas” now accounts for 40% of  U.S. natural gas production.  This is an increase from
the early 90’s, where it accounted for around 10%. For more information, visit: http://online.wsj.com/
article/SB10001424052748703399204574507440795971268.html

• Get your ocean front property now...in Ethiopia.  Volcanic processes are at work splitting the African
continent, and the rift may lead to a new ocean.  The beginnings of  the rift were formed in just days.
For more information, visit: http://www.rochester.edu/news/show.php?id=3486

- Liz Petro
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THE NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC.
The Memorial Foundation is an IRS Tax Exempt Code #501 (c)(3)
organization.  The Federal I.D. is: 72-1220999.  Please consider
making your donation prior to the close of this year’s fiscal cycle which
is September 30, 2010.  Your individual support in any amount will
help meet the IRS Guidelines for our Foundation.  Thanks!

FONO FUND
The FONO Fund accepts contributions that are
invested and the income dedicated to assure sufficient
financial resources will always be available to main-
tain the NOGS business office.  Contributors are
reminded that donations to the FONO Fund are not
covered by the IRS 501 (c)(3) tax exempt classification
and should be reported as a business expense on your
IRS tax report.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR BOTH FUNDS
THROUGH OCTOBER 30, 2009.
DONATIONS ARE LISTED FOR ONE YEAR.

UP TO $250
Woods W. Allen, Jr.
Donald I. Andrews
Alfred H. Baker Jr.
Philip Beron, Jr.
Joseph E. Boudreaux
Hillary James Brook
Jack G. Bryant
J. Sybil Callaway
Anthony Carolla, Jr.
Arthur F. Christensen
James S.Classen
Richard P. Colomes
John Dombrowski
Merle J. Duplantis
Richard A. Edmund
Parrish N. Erwin, Jr.
Niles R. Faulk
Michael N. Fein
Laurens Gaarenstroom
Mark J. Gallagher
Arthur J. Garden
Duncan Goldthwaite
Peter G. Gray
James A. Hartman

In Memory of Hal Hudson
In Memory of Brian J. O’Neill

Bernard L. Hill, Jr.
Owen R. Hopkins
Thomas A. Hudson
Kenneth Huffman

C. M. (Max) Jacobs
Robert M. Jemison, Jr.
Paul Jurik
Terry Keegan
Tom Klekamp
Reuben J. Klibert, Jr.
William J. Malin
Jeannie F. Mallick
George M. Markey, Jr.
James A. McCarty
Robert H. Monahan
Robert G. Murphy
William J. O’Leary
Richard A. Olsen
William S. Peirce
Jaser N. Rafidi
James P. Raymond, Jr.
C. R.  Rondeau
George D. Severson
Rudolf B. Siegert
Diana”Dee” E. Smith
Raymond  Stephens
Scott A. Wainwright
Roy C. Walther
Robert C. Weissmann
William M. Whiting
Louis E. Willhoit, Jr.
Thomas V. Wilson
Jim Zotkiewicz

UP TO $249
Donald I. Andrews

In Memory of Ray F. Havard
In Memory of Harlan (Lanny) Northcott

Robert J. Ardell
In Memory of Dr. Gordon Frey

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Barton
In Memory of Thomas A. Cullinan

Abraham Biadgelgne
Maurice N. Birdwell

In Memory of Texaco
Hilary James Brook
Jack G. Bryant
Rob Burnett
F. Robert Bussey

In Memory Robert S. Kline
J. Sybil Callaway
Chevron

Matching Funds
Arthur F. Christensen
Ellen F. Clark
James S. Classen

In Memory of Thomas A. Cullinan
In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.

Clarence F. Conrad
Charley Corona

In Memory of McLain Forman
In Memory of Professor Hubert Skinner

Trudy and Charley Corona
In Memory of Thomas A. Cullinan

Michael A. Danahy
M. R. “Bob” Douglass

In Memory of Jack Read
Merle J. Duplantis
Parrish N. Erwin, Jr.
Exxon Mobil Matching Funds

Niles R. Faulk
Michael  N. Fein
David Garner
Laurens Gaarenstroom
Mark J. Gallagher
Peter G. Gray

In Memory of Thomas A. Cullinan
Angela M. Hessler
Bernard L. Hill, Jr.
Owen R. Hopkins
Dan E. Hudson
Thomas A. Hudson
Kenneth Huffman
Jeffrey E. Jandegian
Arthur H. Johnson

In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.
Tom Klekamp
Richard G. Klibert
William J. Malin
Jeannie F. Mallick
George M. Markey,Jr.
Michael L. Merritt
Robert G. Murphy

In Memory of Thomas A. Cullinan
New Orleans Geological Auxiliary
Russell H. Nordwell
Richard A. Olsen

In Memory of Richard W. Boebel
In Memory of Robert W. Sabate’

Teresa M. O’Neill
In Memory of Brian J. O’Neill

Linda and Bill Peirce
Edward B. Picou Jr.

In Memory of Dr. M. Gordon Frey
In Memory of Brian J. O’Neill

Richard D. Provensal
Edmund L. Russell
George D. Severson
Robert C. Shoup
Rudolph B. Siegert
Daniel L. Smith
Diana “Dee” E. Smith
John D. Silvernail

In Memory of Colles C. Stowell
Dr. J. O. Snowden
Raymond O. Steinhoff

In Memory of Hubert C. Skinner
In Memory of Harold E. Vokes

Stephen Szydlik
Scott A. Wainwright
Roy C. Walther
Arthur S. Waterman

In Memory of T. Wayne Campbell

$15,000 AND ABOVE
Olga Braunstein Succession
Gibbett Hill Foundation

In Memory of Steve & Marion Millendorf, William J. Prutzman,
   Roger G. Vincent & Ron Youngblood

$10,000
George W. Schneider, Jr. and Family

In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.

$7,000 TO $9,000
Paul C. Mc Williams

$2,000 TO $3,000
NOGS Golf Tournament May 2008

In Memory of Bill Craig

$1,000
John M. Henton, Jr.

In Memory of Dr. Gordon Frey
$250 TO $499
Carlo C. Christina

In Memory of Al Gilreath
Fotiades Mineral Interests
Julie Fotiades, JoanFotiades
Evelyn Fotiades Poulos

In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.
Kathy King Family

In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.

Bill Schneider Family
In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.

Susan King Family
In Memory of George W. Schneider, Sr.

John C. Kucewicz, Jr.
In Memory of Bill Craig.

William M. Whiting
Louis E. Willhoit, Jr.
Armour C. Winslow

In Memory of Rita Menzel
Winslow

Frances A. Wiseman
In Memory of Steve Widdicombe

Jim Zotkiewicz

In Memory of Bill Craig
   Robin A. Broussard

Chevron
Bernard L. Hill, Jr.
Jeff Jandegian
John C. Scheldt

    Candace V. Strahan
    In Memory of James Strahan
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New NOGS
Members

September and
October 2009

Heather M. Bergeron
UNO-Student

Apt 412, 1201 W Esplanade Ave
 Kenner, LA 70065

 985-791-4149

Ronald C. Bowser
Minerals Management Service

Chief Geologist
1201 Elmwood Park Blvd
New Orleans, LA 70123

504-736-2640

REINSTATED

Gordon J. Borne Jr.
UNO-Student

118 General Lee Dr
 Hahnville, LA 70057

 504-458-8812

Kristen F. Camp
UNO-Student
2413 Robin St

 Slidell, LA 70460
 985-640-6826

Christopher M. Cook
Student - UNO
6405 Wilty St

 Metairie, LA 70003
 225-907-4443

Derik P. Gonzales
UNO- Student

Apt A, 6013 Saint Anthony
 New Orleans, LA 70122

 504-247-4001

Aimee' E. Laurent
UNO-Student

1228 Orchid Dr
 Harvey, LA 70058

 504-348-1237

Sara K. Moore
UNO-Student

1228 Orchid Dr.
Harvey LA  70058

New Orleans, LA  70119
985-285-2837

Kathryn R. Purifoy
UNO-Student

732 Ave C
 Westwego, LA 70094

 504-710-8836

Darrilyn M. Williams
UNO-Student

4710 Sierra Madre Dr
 New Orleans, LA 70127

 504-248-1869

Jens Schmieder
Paleo-Data Inc.

6619 Fleur De Lis Dr
New Orleans, LA 70124

504-488-3711

John A. McKosky
El Paso Explor. & Prod.

1001 Louisiana St
Houston, TX 77002

713-420-5769

REINSTATED

Leigh Anne Salathe
Collarini Associates

Senior Geologist
Ste 230, 4200 S. I-10 Service Rd

Metairie, LA 70001
504-887-7127

REINSTATED



NOGS  LOG DECEMBER 2009 27



28 DECEMBER 2009 NOGS  LOG

Shoreline Gas Inc.
www.shorelinegas.com

Full Service Natural Gas Marketing

(832) 242-6000 (O) (504) 931-7506 (C)
(713) 917-0493 (O) johnjurasin@jurasinoilgas.com

JURASIN  OIL & GAS
9700 Richmond Ave., Suite # 124

Houston, TX  77042-4821

JOHN M. JURASIN Cert. Pet. Geologist #4284
President Cert. Prof. Earth Scientist #1961

CIMAREX ENERGY CO.

GULF OF MEXICO REGION
GOM,SE La., N. La., MS, AL

1100 Poydras St.; Suite 1100

New Orleans, Louisiana  70163

504-586-1815 / Fax 504-586-9035

Keith Gourgues

Region Manager

NORTHCOAST OIL COMPANY

610 E. Rutland St. Jack M. Thorson
Covington, LA 70433 Eric C. Broadbridge
(985) 898-3577 J. Daryl Gambrell
(985) 898-3585 FAX Raymond W. Stephens

ATWATER CONSULTANTS, LTD.
REGISTERED AND CERTIFIED PETROLEUM PROFESSIONALS

GEOLOGICAL, ENGINEERING, GEOPHYSICAL,
TRAINING AND EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES

3525 Hessmer Ave, Ste 304 Tel. (504) 581-6527
Metairie LA  70002 Fax (504) 524-7798

WOODSIDE
WOODSIDE ENERGY

(USA) INC.

WWW.WOODSIDE.COM.AU

71683 Riverside Dr. 5151 San Felipe #1200
Covington, LA 70433 Houston, TX 77056
Tel: (985) 249-5300 Tel: (713) 401-0000
Fax: (985) 249-5388 Fax: (713) 401-0088

Sydboten & Associates, Inc.
Geological and Geophysical Consulting,

3-D Seismic Interpretation

Ben D. Sydboten, Jr. CPG

124 Heymann Blvd., Suite 202
Lafayette, LA 70503

Office (337) 234-5288
Cell    (337) 234-5491

SAI

Please support NOGS advertisers!
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TONY CAROLLO
Consulting Geologist

Unitization    Geosteering    Field Studies
1701 Peach Street Bus. (504) 885-0004
Metairie, LA 70001 Res. (504) 885-6829

ANSYTHE
Donald I. Andrews

504-887-3432

BOO-KER OIL & GAS CORP.
Gray S. Parker

826 Union, Suite 300 Bus. (504) 581-2430
New Orleans, LA 70112 Fax (504) 566-4785

C & R EXPLORATION, INC.

Carlo C. Christina                          Lawrence G. Ringham

C. R. RONDEAU
Petroleum Geologist

119 W Southland Ave.
Ironwood, MI 49938 Res. (906) 932-4692

CLASSEN EXPLORATION, INC.
James S. Classen

Looking for close in deals
P.O. Box 140637 Bus. (208) 854-1037
Boise, ID 83714 classenllc@msn.com Fax (208) 854-1029

EDWARD B. PICOU, JR.
Consulting Micropaleontologist - Retired

228 St. Charles Ave., Suite 1330 C Bus. (504) 529-5155
New Orleans, LA 70130 Res. (504) 282-3096

D-O-R ENGINEERING, INC.
3-D and Geoscience Services

P O Box 80812 Baton Rouge LA 70898

H. WARREN BELL
Oil and Gas Exploration

2500 Tanglewilde, Suite 485 Bus (713) 266-7297
Houston, TX 77063-2126 Fax (713) 266-7298

PHELPS GEOSCIENCE
Onshore Gulf of Mexico Geology and Geophysics

Prospect Generation and Evaluation

Houston, TX jsfphelps@yahoo.com (281) 398-5208

THE  BOEBEL COMPANY
Oil and Gas Investments

170 Broadway Street, Suite 321
New Orleans, LA 70118 (504) 866-4313

RAFIDI OIL AND GAS, INC.
Jaser N. Rafidi, President

4415 Shore Dr.., Suite 202 Bus. (504) 722-2942
Metairie, LA 70006 Fax (504) 888-5539; Res. (504) 888-1661

ROY C. WALTHER
Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street Bus. (504) 392-8513
New Orleans, LA 70131 Res. (504) 392-9332

This advertising space is available!
Contact the NOGS office.

NOGS thanks our
      sponsors for their support:

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS:
CHEVRON
LA BAY EXPLORATION CO, LLC.

         SPECIAL THANKS TO
     DIVERSIFIED WELL LOGGING

President’s Letter (continued from page 5)

do astrophotography from the ease of your armchair
without the need of any equipment other than a
computer.  LightBuckets.com makes it easy to rent
research-grade telescopes by anyone interested in
astronomy - from beginners to serious researchers. The
company has five observatories comprising the most
comprehensive network of large-aperture, high-end
telescopes available for rent via the web. Online, you
gain access through a set of windows that leads you
from selecting an observatory, to choosing a sky target,
setting up an imaging run and finally retrieving the
image data.  LightBuckets has two modes, one for
beginners and one for advanced customers.  Beginners
simply tell Lightbuckets what they want to image and
the level of detail they would like to see.  I can now
photograph the Magellenic clouds using Lightbucket's
24-inch Australian telescope, my Mac and-of course-a
credit card. For the person who has everything, they
offer gift certificates.

Tom
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NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
810 Union Street, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70112-1430

DATED MATERIAL

WWW.NOGS.ORG

NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
810 Union Street, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70112-1430

WWW.NOGS.ORG
M A R I N E    P R O P E R T I E S ,    LLC

B E R K S H I R E    E X P L O R AT I O N    C O .
MONTE C. SHALETT, CPL, PRESIDENT

3030 Lausat Street BUS. (504) 831-7779
Metairie, LA 70001-5924 FAX.  (504) 831-8315
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