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Face the Nation Transcript August 30, 2015: 

Jindal, Landrieu, & Selzer

• (CBS News) -- A transcript from the August 30, 2015 edition of Face 

the Nation.  Guests included: Bobby Jindal, Mitch Landrieu, (et al)…

• DICKERSON: …no single city was hit harder… no 

city suffered more for the failures of government

• MITCH LANDRIEU….this was an infrastructure 

failure… not a natural disaster…we need to get to 

500-year protection…



Saturday
November 4, 2006

NOGS Field Trip
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Monday
August 10, 2015

The Times-Picayune

Headline should have 

been:

What you were told on 

the NOGS field trip in 

2006 was correct. 
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20th Century



Appendix E

1928 Flood Control Act

Seventieth Congress,

Sess. I. Ch. 596. 1928

Chap. 569-An Act For the control of 

floods on the Mississippi River and its 

tributaries, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House 

of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled…





A



Pressure 902, 140 mph wind, 14 in rain 
(median), 1,321 deaths, $34.4B lost

National Hurricane Center

Low pressure, high power,
high wind and much damage.



A



Thursday
September 22, 2005

The Advocate



Pressure 897, 120 mph wind, 9 in rain (median), 119 
deaths, $4.7B lost

National Hurricane Center

Low pressure, high power.



Saturday
November 19, 2005

The Times-Picayune







Tuesday April 19, 2011
“A considerable amount of large debris…”-- Inspector



Tiger Team Time
Times-Picayune quotes

circa July, 2011

• Col. Edward Fleming, commander 
of the corps’ New Orleans district 
office, announced a plan to 
address the debris concerns at the 
authority’s July 25 meeting.

• The plan includes increased 
inspections and cutting trenches in 
the levees to see how much 
woody material they contain. 
Fleming also said a team of corps 
engineers from outside the New 
Orleans district would be brought 
in to evaluate the levees

“This 5-foot long log was unearthed from a 
levee …(near)…where another massive 
hunk of wood was discovered in June.”

Susan Poag,The Times-Picayune
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Merritt field notebook

• During the building of the 
Marrero to Westwego levee, 
quality control processes failed 
and Corps construction project 
managers did nothing to 
correct imported rubbish being 
used as a building material.  
Modern geology and 
geophysics methods can locate 
unhealthy levee sections



Merritt field notebook
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March 20, 2008

The Times-Picayune



“We have our work cut

out, but we’re not going to

go away, we’re not going to

give up. We are going to

keep asking for a good

levee that meets plans and

specifications because

that’s what taxpayers are

entitled to and that’s what

they’re paying for.” ---

Aired by Fox 8 News

New Orleans 



NON CONCURRENCE STATEMENT

The Statement:

Tiger Team member, Michael Louis Merritt, M.S., M.B.A., 

C.P.G., has determined he cannot, in good conscience, 

agree to the findings of many of the other team 

members in regard to Chapters 7, 8, 10, 11, and 12, of 

the final Tiger Team report.  To avoid further delay of 

the report he is issuing this “statement of non-

concurrence”.  Mr. Merritt’s individual findings and 

conclusions may be reviewed in Appendix Y of this 

report.



Tiger Team News

• West Bank levee debris 

will generally not 

compromise flood 

protection, Corps of 

Engineers finds

• …Merritt, a geologist, … raised 

concerns about pockets of wet, 

poorly compacted clay in the 

levee, prompting him to dub it the 

“jelly doughnut levee.”

• But the Tiger Team report 

concluded that the levee is 

composed of well-compacted, 

high plasticity clay, giving it 

strength that exceeds design 
specifications.

By Paul Rioux, The Times-Picayune 
on July 12, 2012 at 5:30 PM, updated 
July 12, 2012 at 5:36 PM 

Thursday   July 12, 2012 The 

Times-Picayune

http://connect.nola.com/user/prioux/index.html
http://connect.nola.com/user/prioux/posts.html


Circa March 11, 2014



Westminster P.S. Flood Walls
5 inch shift at flood side base 2.5 inch shift from vertical



Thursday  October 23, 2014      
brief for Col. Hansen
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Saturday

November 5, 2011

Exit the 

Tiger Team
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October 23, 2014



Those defects were in 

plain view.  The next 

challenge we hope to 

confront with the help 

of the Legislature and 

our stakeholders is to 

prevent another flood, 

this time using geology 

and geophysics to find 

and fix hidden geo-

hazards beneath the 

levees. – Mike Merritt
49





Friday     October 24, 2008           

Resolution #4





…After the June, 2007 

Senate hearing, we rolled 

the entire heavy 

equipment crew and used 

everything we had 

stockpiled in the yard 

because we knew with 

Legislative backing we 

could finish what we 

started. We were ready a 

year before Gustav 

clobbered the temporary 

levee with a 7.5 foot 

storm surge.
53



Saturday
August 30, 2008

The Times-Picayune



Tuesday
September 2, 

2008

The Times-Picayune



Tuesday
September 2, 

2008

The Times-Picayune





http://www.slfpaw.org/

Respectfully,

Mike Merritt


